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There are any number of points of
interest within a fow hours.drive of
{be metropolitan area for vacationers
looking for an off-beat excursion.
How about a trip to a Michigan
winery?

. Wine grapes? Here in southwestern
Michigan's cold climate?

Yes, even though winters are cold
here. Harm J. do Bllj, author of a new
book on the geography of wine, re-
L ina red
vineyard here, the temperature 8 de-
grees abovo rero, Local winery offl-
clals say that temperatures dlp o 20
be!ow zero at least once or twice a

Sunh weather would kill most vari-
etles of vinifera vines, whoso grapes
make the best Freach wines, But
vineyards here plant.hybrids that
comblne French taste qulluu with
the hardiness of America vines.

“They're bred to be almoat Ideally
sulted to thls climats,” rays David
Braganinl, president of the St. Jullan
Winery, “There are dozens and dozens
of hybrid varieties. We work with
about & dmn and we're always ex-
perimentin

Bnglnluu grandfather, Mariano

Meconl, an Immlzr?nl ;rull merchant
witha lus suf of grapes, start-
ed Lhu,;uv W’K:Cu 1n Windsor,
Ont, in 1021,

When Prohibltion in the United
Sates ended in 1933, ho moved to De-
trolt and, In 1937, to Paw l;nmherc:

apes were being grown. Ho changt
Eop:nufl mmnmu; World War II,
and St. Jullan 18 now one of several
southwestern Michlgan winerjes.
There are two others here.

BUT WHY Michi-

Wine country
State wineries draw many tourists

The lake has beea warmed over the
summer, and the result is that when
‘cveryone else Is experlencing flrst
froat, we usually bave two or three
wecks to go before we get ours.
What's more, the reglon has rolllng
hillsides and sandy, well-drained soll
that enhances th
Grapes have been grown here
the 19th century, but most were Con-
grapes, wsed for grape juice.
What ‘was left over was used [n mak-
Ing sweet fortlfled wines that most

gan? The ansser lies in a geograph!-
cal oddlity that geographers cll a
‘“‘microclimate.”

“The prevalling weather patterna
here are from northwest to south-

east," says Chas Catherman, 33, (he
St. Jullan winemaker. “That means
they come from across Lake Micht-
gAD at Its widest polnt. In the spring, .
the alr is ed a8 it comes acrosy
the lake. Wo usually have an early
thaw, but the lake tempers It so the
buds don't think 1t's spring and open
up, only to be damaged by the frost
that is almost certaln to follow the
flrat nice weather,

“In the fall, the opposito happens,

A used to prefer.

Only In the last decade have some
Michlgan winerics fullowed the
changes in American teste and aimed
for higher-quallty table wines. The re-
sult 15 that many of the 12,500 acres
of vines planted in the d0-nile arca
east of Lake Michigan, where the ml-
croclimate prevuls now produce
wine grapes

THESE INCLUDE Amerigo Mar-
celletti's six acrea of the hybrid sey-
val blanc and a few other varietics.
For Marcellett, whose parents came
w thia area from Italy and were, he

ye, “wine acclimated,” the chuge
couldn‘l come 300n emmgh He had

w namakaf at the Bt JLIlnn \”h-'y in

Paw Paw, checke a umpio of red

been experimenting with hybrids as
carly as the late 1940s.

“We had a Thanksgiving frecze in
1952, and everything clse dled, not
one cluster of grapes survived," he
recalls, “But every seyval blanc vine
survived.”

* St 1t was a while before he could
"persunde ather growers to switch

Nlagara grapes from an Allegen vino-
yard tumble Into a box with the ald of
& mochanical harvaretar, At the peak
of tha season the 8t. Jullan Winery
takesa In 335 tonie of grapen & day,

wine In the aging cellars,

form concords, whose vines are easl-
er to train and don't requlre the thinn-
Ing that helps improve grapo quality.
Now the growth of (nterest in wine
has brought an cconomie boomlet to
the area. Slgns on Inferatato 94 direct
visltors to wincries and wine tours,
and a three-day wine featival brought
nearly 20,000 vislters thorugh Paw

*Paw wineries In September.

Almost all Michigan wine ls 30ld
within Michigan and aurrounding
states, and St Jullan officlals admit
that Michigan wineries are far behlnd
their California and European coun-
terparta. They seo that as a challenge
to lmprove thelr product.

fravel notes

The Wu:zle Bloomfleld Parks and
is
its third cruise on the Carnival Crulse

and stop at Puerto Vallarte, Mazaltan
and Cabo San Lucas April 22-29.

The teip Includes round-trip alr

fare to Los Angles whers participants
will board the Troploale and eight
dayn and seven nights aboard ship,
Cost |3 $950 per peson, q:ldbfcw

pancy, or $1,155 per person double oe-
cupancy on mn.lnweck. Call the parks
uzd recration department at 334-5680
for Information. Reservatlons may be
made up to March 1.
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Let AAA Travel Services send you these for nnywh:re from

Charleston, Ga. and Savannah, S.C.
are the two polnts of Intérest on a sev-
en-day trip being arranged by Helen
Bﬂmtr & Assoclates of Bloomfleld

'me April 25-May 1 package Is timed
to capture the beauty of the two histor-
fe dus at thelr springtime best,

is a city that a
unl e architectural heritage and mod-

'en\ facilities. Built on a peninsula be-

tween two rivers and fronting on one of
the flnest barbors in the world, the city
has many grand old houses und public
Imudlny In the same atyle and condl-

e UL Apma
nt, dbl;

Ina, Moral) Teavet trom Sarnia -
park froe with Cln~AmIl

| dam:lng «nitely soclal eventa =
‘CALL TOLL FREE

S ARKY FAvRe b

Loews Westbury -
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Starts March 20th
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Trip to 2 historic cities

tion they were Io two centurics ago
when they were bullt.

Charleston (s a clty which has
worked hard to protect and preserve its
historie bulldings, and they still are
used by government, cultural and so-
clal organizatlons,

. Savannah !s a modern clty and the

biggest world trade cargo port on the -

South Atlantic Coaat.

The package Includes accommoda-
tions at the Miils House In Charleston
and the Mulberry Inn,

For informatlon, cali 646-0040.
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An example of Blunnlh m:hl!oclur', the Olde Pink House, wa:

. constructed In the 1600s,

5 Picce Set of Designer Luggagew
Given with every Queen Elizabech 11,
Princess, or North Cape Cruise baoked

by March 31.

AMSTERDAM from *488.
LONDON trom 449,
FRANKFURT from 439,
ROME trom 638,

Queen Elizabeth Il - Eutope

Classlfled advertising is vour best
cholee for help in sclling the ftems
you no longer need. It's quick and

fnexpensive.

To place an ad, call before 4 p.m. Tuesday for Thursday s papser

from Detroit any day but

Sunday. . Princess Cruises and 4 p.m. Frlday for Monday s paper.

158 Norway - North Cape Cruises R ..

Prices start ar p .
é ‘) G Package includes round GROUP AND SINGLE RATES AVAILABLE
¥ oty & CALL FOR DETAILS

bl oxv, plun st

ihree to seven nights, Dc%
Saturday. .. returmn any day but

actumin e
2nsaui’s Tmne Hotel.
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