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Pianists complement cocktail hour
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Cocktail planist Tom Altenburg, who piays at the Romean Tescace in Farmington Hills, practices at
home In Detrolt's Rosedale Park.

By James Windell
spoctal writor

HE CONCERT PIANIST re-

ally has it made. Bathed in

a sapotlight he walks on

stage to applause, plays ln

{ront of an attentive audlence and de-

parta with the sounds of appreciative
clapping ringing in his ezra.

But a cocktafl pianlst? Ah, now
that's another matter,

He plays in a corner of a restaurant
or lounge and competes with dinner,
clinking glasses, lovers cooing and re-
quests for obscure songs.

That's a tall order for n tnlented
eatertainer, But scveral area planiats
fill that order very nlcely, thank you.
in fact, metropolltan Detroit has been
blessed with some of the finest plan.
Iats over the years — planists who
bave made those cocktall hours just a
little more pleasant.

DEAN COF THE cocktall entet taln-
ers is Ernle Swan, who has worked
for 20 years at the Pontchartrain Ho-
tel's Salamander Bar in Detroit. Bob
Seeley has been a regular at Chnrley's
Crab In Troy, where he pounds out the
boogle and ragtime as well as any-
body in the country.

Over at the Roman Terrace In
Farmington Hills, planist Tom Alten-
burg has entertalned the cocktaf) and
dinner-hour crowds for six years
{wlth the cxception of a one-year sab-
::l;ca! when he played at a Holiday

).

Possessing a dramatic sense of tim.
ing, an uncrring ear for popular song
and the charm of a friendly salesman,
Altenburg 1s the epitome of the cock-
tail planist.

“The biggest thing aboyt a cocktail
planist,” says Altenburg, *is personal.

Y. .
“Ltry to get people to like me as a
porson more.than as a musiclan. You

‘I try to get people to like me as a
person more than as a musician. You
have to offer people something in order

to bring them back.’

— Tom Altenburg

bave to offer people somethling In or-
der to bring them back.”

WHAT HE OFFERS is {riendship
and [1’s usually through his plano that
be cements the bond, A sell-taught pi-
anlst, Altenburg takes notice of re-
quests for songs that are new to him,
He linds the record and learns the
80ng 20 that the next time It'a request.
od he's ready,

“I enjoy dolng that,” he says, and he
seems sincere, When he's easconced
behlad the plano bar at the Roman
‘Tesrace, hls musie and s parsonable
patter with customers takes on the
honesty of someone who enjoys what
be's dolng. .

“I like to work with people around
me,” he explalns, comparing himself
{0 his brother, who s a talented com-
poser in Los Angeles. I like to foel
the music and I like the feeling I get
when | see, by a tear in the eye, that
Tve put a song acrosy.”

Friendliness with the customers in
the Trophy Lounge Inslde the Troy
Hilton is what marks the entertain-
ment style of planist Jimmy Dixon.

A fixture in the lounge for four
years, Dizon has a jazz-orlented style
that blends with bis amlable personal-
ity to create a warm, friendly atmos-
phere. .

HIS FRIENDLINESS with the cus-
tomers Is #s moch a part of him as [y

the ease with which his enced
fingers glide through a standard like
“The Nearness of You."

“What makes me feel good,” says

Dixon, *Is the repeat. The people who

come back regularly — even from a

long distance — to hear you play.”
For Margle Hewett at Redford's

thing, She draws her insplration from
the friends she has made over the
yearz bebind e placo bar,

In Harold's, at 25524 Five Mile
Road, the people who sit around the
plaso bar on a weekend night are
more like a family than & disparate
group of strangers. What brings them
together Is the woman behlnd the pl-
ano bar who's been signing on with
“Margy” for 30 years.

“I just love the people” says
Hewett, a woman who studied clasl-
cal plano before turning to popular
music decades ago In order to carn a
living, “The people are as much a
part of my life as my music.”

LIKE ALTENBURG, Hewett Isn't
offended by belng called a cocktail pi-
anist — although Altenburg likes to
think of himsclf a3 a “plano-bar spe-
clalist.” Both planists are well aware
of their function. Hewett knows she's
there to entertaln the customers and
to bring back the regulars and she
does that through her excellent ptano
technique and her love of the people
she meets,

Altenburg puts it another way.

“I'm there for creating a mood and
an atmosphere,” he says. “But U
someone turns around and listens to
one of thelr favorite songs, that's all
right too.” -

Deeee

.
of Southtield
Invites you to Rediscover
ELEGANT DINING

at
L’RONDEVIEW

Michigan’s Flrst Revolving
Restaurant

Experlence our dalicious cuisine ns you rolax in tho
Q¢ocious comfor! of our revolving fower rostaurant,
Live entertainment Friday ond Salurday avenings

your of
high atop our sixioen stary tower,
*A Very Spaclal Placo
for Special People.””
;! q
o Srntield
20555 Telegraoh Rosd

Saulhilg, Michigan 48034 I53-7700

Pearls

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons « Dinners » Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed

Open7 Days a Week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM » Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 PM« Sunday 12-10 PM

468 S. Woodward » Birmingham
644-2913

Garden
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7%

Enjoy over 40 freshly prepared
items such as: Veal Fricassee,
Eggs Benedict and Fried Chick-
en, Cheese Blintzes and freshly
baked Danishes and Pastries.

Adults #7.35
Childrenunder 5 *4.95
Served 10a.m.-2p.m.

Also

SUNDAY BAVARIAN NICHT
Family Style Fried Chicken
..additional helpings are onus!

$8.95 per person

Bloomficid Hils
&42-0100

you've ever used!

16 MORE PAGES.. BIGGER, THICKER, BETTER

U salyses, Avaephinee grids,

Vibrant color.
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Hop over to D.Dennison’s Seafood Tavern and safisty
your laste for tender lasty frog legs. For two weeks
only, an “all you can eat” lunch or dinner special of
lightly battered and fried trog legs, cholce of potato,
cole staw, rolls and butter—at a pricea thal's Just right.

All you can eat for oply s7.95

..
Diemises .
Nestood Taveen

February 21 thru March 4
12 MILE ot ORCHARD LAKE FARMINGTON HILLS 553-7000

Entesiining observions. Critieal revicaws,

MOVIE GUIDE FOR TV AND CABLE
wxakloupstr qualine siing

G, PG and R coxle sutings. Plot deseriplions.
Nete boceiese You bare the weed (o buoe in adrance!

24 HOUR CABLE LISTINGS
Minutedy-minwe, all-cy-allnight progrmniing.
Neto...so You o't niiss o singhe thing!

PRIME TIME LISTINGS
Nightly fine-ups for eritical hours,
New, .50 yore needn't ook aopvahere else!

The new TELEVISION MAGAZINE is in every
Sunday’s Detroit News,

For morning or afternoon home delivery of The Detroit News

Call 2222600
'111e£etroit News

an's Largest Newrpapor
*Ibecause “It's abetter paper™




