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Pure coincidence brings two shaws of
Haltan art to this area simultancously,
“The Voodoo Banners of Haiti® are at
Yaw Gallery of Birmingham through
Thursday, March 8, and “Mnster Patnt-
ers of Halll in the collection of Siri von
' Rels” at Meadow Art Gallery, on the
Oakland Unlverslty campus, continues
March,

5" In purely mesthetic terms, both shovws

, are exclting and {ulfilling, to be enjoyed
; With or without background understand-
: Ingof the country and its people,

“Coumbite: Tho Haitlen Work-
Feast® is a complicated paint-
ing whoso ovary line seoms to
' have a double function, even
tho lower treo branch which be-

Among the Haltlan banners ot Yaw Gallery Ia the ab-
stract design of swords and flags at left which honors
. “Ogou,” warrlor god whose symbol Is a saber or ma-

Haitian art — puzzling,
naive, sophisticated

3: - ;
chots. The one at right with tha bull symbolizes "Bos-
s0u,” a fierce and unfriondly apirit.

As Intriguing as anything in both art
formy, the beaded banners and the palnt-
ings, Is the combination of nalvete and
sophistication. Inherent in many of these
people, descendants of alaves brought to
Haltl from Africa in the 18th and 17th
ceaturles, is a wonderful sense of design
and color and a sensitlvity of expresslon.
Couple these with what we think of as
strange, sometimes, but not always,

“Vlait to the Departed,” by Valcin, is a
veritable tour de force, The custom of
vialting the site where tho caskets are
kept (above ground) lsn't particularly
depressing because the large crowd of
visitors Is 30 fascinating. Each person in
the crowd has an Identity, and in spite of
the number of elements, compoaltion
and unity are strong.

prim.ll:avil m'unm symbolism and the Nmm.«nou;y :Yia G;Iu a
result compelling art. on masonite by Joseph Jasmin,: K
‘The banners at Yaw Gallery (tiere are 13 one of ‘many.with a strong folklore’ °

several in the Meadow Brook Gallery theme. In this one, all the cata have gath-

ered In a kind of freary, dreadlng the
holiday 'h? they are likely to end up In

800D po

Hector Hypolite, a Voodoo priest, is
the best known painter In the group, And
his works substantiate his reputation.

There is much to look at [n this show.
The detalls of the palntings are interest-
ing. Blts and pleces of other cultures are
present, even saiches of American quilt
dosigns. Theso are even more apparant
i1t the banners at Yaw Gallery.

What about
tured in one of the palntings? And why
are there Masonic symbols oo many of
the banners? What does the cross-hatch
deslgn on the baoners mean?

Stnce the Centre d’Art was founded in
1944 In Port-au-Prince, palnting has be-

show, also) are made of sequins and
glazs beads sewn in patterns on cloth,
bound and used at tha head of religious
processions, then put away,

Yaw Gallery owner, Willlam Zol-
kowekl, sald, “They were used like af
— announcements to slgnify the spirit or
2plrits to which a particular group or so-
clety was aligned.”

Stnce many of the Haltlans are descen-
dants of the Fon and Yoruba people from
Dahomey and Nligeria, known for flne
bendwork, this heritage is reflected in
the eraftsmanship in the banners. This fa
exguulu:, precision work, full of symbals
and plctures, glitter and drama.

THE PAINTINGS tell 30 much about
the life of the Haltlans that It becomes a
lesson In understanding. But, aside from come a malnstay of the Haltlan Iife,
that, the works are strong, full of imagi- Stlll, the Haitian artist who has been
nation and excitement. exposcd to great Western art and who

The symmetry and balance in "Coum- has had training is not necessarily the
bite® by Gerard Valcin creates a feeling most effectlve. Training or not, It goes
of and unity that | | back to that inherent sense of color and
draws the viewer into the work. The design,
lines of workers and their tools, cven the ‘Without ever having visited Haltt, Siri
veins in the tree leaves, direct the eye to von Rels, now of New York City, former-
the center of the work, Iy of Grosse Pointe and Rochester, col-

Kilch! Usul, curator of tha Meadow lected this art because she felt it was
Brook Art Gallery, said It took this col- quallty, And she’s right.
lection to convince him to show Haitlan From 3-5 p.m. Tuesday, March 6, Ute
art. Steblch will give & program along with a

“1 was strictly responding on tho basis film, “Divine Horseman® and $-5 p.m. on
of quality and from that point of view,

I'm very proud to present this collece
tlon.”

If nothlng else could completely con-
vince him of the collection’s merit, the
palntings by Rigaud Benoit did, spocifi-
cally Benolt’s *Frults of the Earth,* ol
ofi masonite. This handsome work, ex- open 1-
acting In its detall and plan, seems root- $ pm. Tuesday-Friday and 1-3 p.m. Sat-
ed in mythology and, like many In the urday and Sunday.
exhbibition; has & surreal quality, *Adam ml‘lg" Gallery, 550 N. Woodward, Blr-

will speak in con}
ing of a {ilm, “Halilan Song.” Both of
these programs will be at Meadow Brook
Art Gallery.

Meadow Brook Art Gallery, Oakland
University campus, Rochester, is

comes a path for water

and Eve,” another work by Benolt, ls gham, ls open 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
equally lmp: ‘Tuesday-Saturday.

Trio’s program
highlights week

1f we find ourselves overwhelmed with musical
cveats this time of the year, part of the blame llcs
with the Concerts series. There are 16
at Orchestra Hall {n the ctirrent season,
Tha founder of the series, violinist Miska Ra-
ﬂm&ﬂ“’:” the Detooit Syeas Oreh
ion from the Jym; es-
nb;ﬂummmameomﬁ"ﬁmm
rewarding series. But, even pow, with all his other
's achl are Im-
pressive.
When a person of his ability combines his talent
with those of principal cellist, Italy Babini and

Jonathan
peared regu-

series for o couple of

Thelr receat concert in tha Orchestra Hall series
turned oct to be the most significant musical event
of that week. -

THE FIRST portion of the program consisted of

Trics by Boethoven and Brahms. The Beciboven
trlo, a £t of i lots on Lhe theme “Ich bin der
Bchnelder Kakadu," brought forth the delightful

‘. L v

passages in a way that put this compmluop in its
proper perspective.

BASED on & (heme from a comic opera by the
obscure composer, Wenzel Muller, thls work Is fre-
quently Lightly regarded in comparison to his other
trioa, This performance made its masterful quall-

*Frulte of the Earth,”
above, by Rigaud Bo-
nolt, is oll on mason-
ite, dono In 1970, The
¥ colars of this 34-by.
% 24-inch plece are
brilliant. At left is
“Mystic Marrisgo,” by
Hector Hyppolite, a
Voodoo priost. 1t o
basod on the story of
the splrit that took
the form of a woman
to marry a mortal. In
the painting her
dress Is lavender and
white, Her face
brings Gauguin to
ming,
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THE BALLADE in G minor, whick followed,
turned out to be one of the least astisfying ttems on
the program. Tke performance was oceasionally
fragmented with some evidence of technlcal atrug-
gle. 1 bave heard Shames porform it better which
anvu again that nobody can be at hls peak all of

e

e
Tchalkovsky's *Melody® for plano and violln s
one of R:

ties abundantly clear,
the lavish
unl-

's favorite short pleces. Here, he

Tho Brahms trio proj

with force and ere was

ty 1o the Instruments with each of them shining
tough in its turn. The building Intenslties in the first
and flnal movements scared (o ecstatic helghts. In
the Scherzo, the placo passages

with the singing strings for sublime sounds,

The second part of the program included a rarely
performed Sonata for Cello and Plano by Debussy.
‘The deep, richly endowed cello sound [sn't often as-
tedp ‘with Debussy’s musle.

This was followed by some Chopln selections for
solo plano played by Shames. The two etudes from
Opus 10 conslsted of the familtar “Black Key®
¢etude and a less famlliar one in E flat minor, The

this small scale plece with large scale
artlstle significance and refined sound.

Asa Shanes and dazzled
the audlence with another favotite, the Introduc-
tion apd Rondo Capricioso by Saint Saens.

Rachlevsky displayed supreme artistic and tech-
nical skill almost to the last note. The exception
was (he penultimate high note which was a mlss.
But, this was overshadowed by the resounding ap-
plause which was well deserved,

For those who missed (his exclting program,
there will be another chance to hear thls tatented
trio on March 20. Thia i« {n additfon to scvera) other
the of the sea-

latter, very subdued Ln nature, was p ina
way that brought out its subtle qualities.
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