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Success

Thls Is another in a series of fos.
sons oo art and y
drawing by spe-
cial columnlst
Davld Messing,

Artifacts

He bas taught
for eight years
and operates an
art store, Art
Store and More,
18774  Middle- < e
belt, Llvonia, Measing econrages
questlons and comments from read-
ers. You may write him at hls store
or c/o Observer Newspapers, 25152
:-‘nnzr‘uuxmn Road, Farmington MI
8024,

you ean actually sec the carpeting.

when it comes to clean-up time, I
wouldn't say “clean up your room.”
These rooms couldn’t really be cleaned
unless you could drive a road grader
through them,

WHEN I want them to work on thelr
roomy, I say, “Just try to find the floor,
guys." Their excuses aro classies, For
example: “Oh sure Dad, bat you know
that class that I'm doln' real good In?
Well we are having a test tomorrow
and I would love to study for it today.”
Or, “Sure Dad, but. . . I'm readlng this
really Interesting chapter In the Blble
where St. Paul is talking about pa-
tlence.” Adam's excusea are not yet as
creatlve, he just asks, “'Can I wait until
after Sesame Street Is over?” I am
sure, however, be knows that Sesame

By David Mosaing
spocial writer

Probably the poorest Investment of'
my married life was new carpeling for
my boys' bedrooms.

‘The new carpeling ls now hidden un-
der He-man action figures, stuffed anj-
mals, stercos, welghts and Inst weeks
aweatshirts! Adem’s bedroom looks lke

A Fisher-Price warehouse. Kevin's bed-  Streot Tuns for about six hours.,
o0 Is 50 cluttercd that thls year we “Like father like son” they say, 1
hid his Christmas gifts in his room un- have an excuse or two up my sleeve

1 know about bow much § can expect

der last years computer toys. But in
Scott's room I must admlt thero are
patehy clearings here and there where

alzo. One maln goal of the Artifacts
column is to answer questions from
readers, and believe me there are plen-
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{ood, clothing or medi-

From $250000. .cal attention. And the

in art can’t be guaran

ty of them. I'm golng to answer overy
one, but, . . I also want to write about
technique, new products and the pay-
chology of tha artlst. Now do you sec
where my boys get thelr grent excuses
from? So without any more excuses, T
promise, I will begln answering ques-
tions every week.

Every once in a while someone will
ask a question that [ could write a book
on, .

Steve aska: “Do you ever get to the
place In your artwork where you are
sure every work will be a success?”

1 am happy to say “No" I haven't
reached that point and 1 hope I never
do, If T renched that polnt my art wonld
become a sclence. A sclence has a pre-
dictable outcome. l.:n 1s wonderfully

p Art is an of
the splrit, mind and body of the individ-

ual. Because art s an Indlvidual ex--

pression altered by the apisit, mind and
Dbody, 1t ks subject 1o error. Any error in
the work can however, be corrected,
FOR the spirit could In-
splre the mind to cxpress a fecllng,
Now that expression In the artwork
could be plagued with errors, but fail.
ure only comes about when the work is
abandoned. Success or failure |s a decl-
sion which only the artlst can make,

Since any errors can be corrected by
the artist or eveq by the artist's teach-
or, tben:veryworkolaﬂhnlhupo-
tential of belng suceessful, And Indeed
the posalbllities of fallure scem to
sharpen the skills of the artlst and
therefore Inerease the odds for a suc-
cessful work of art.

Probably the closest art form to a
sclence would be craft . Usually it s a
guaranteed success, but in my oplnlon
falls short of a work of art. Several
weeka ago I was flicking through the
channels on the television and ono sta-
tion showed a woman teaching how to
paint roses, She aid, “'All you pecd Is
thls No. 2 rose pedal brush, You simply
dipit [n pink palnt then set the brush on
your canvas and when you Lt it off the
canvas fliek It to the right. Now just
repeat this many times rotating the
canvas in a cirele and you have a beay-
tiful rose.” And it was'a beautlful rose!
Buot It was a crafty approach and ne-
glected the Indlvidual structure of cach
pedal which leads to the total beauty of
the rose.

I love to look close at the slmple
things in nature because there will un-
d an Inner 1 of
which T was not aware. Now don't
misunderstand me. I Jove crafts. As a

break from art work I enjoy the guar-
anteed success rate of crafts. Crafts
have been the stepping stone for many
\who later succeed In art. S0 don’t be
frustrated by your mental hills and val-
leys when creating a work of art.

Tomn asks, “Wo want {0 put a dormer
on our home but before we do the work
we would like to see what it might look
like. The buliders are no help and the

archltects are too expensive, Where do*

we go for help?"

MOST STUDENTS of art can render
& convincing looking elevalion of a
bouse. My students have a um
fce of $25, Simply supply them or who-
mever with some photos of the existing
houso and & deseription or rough sketch
of what the dormer would Jook Like, Be-
fore undertaklng a several thousand
dollar addition, you are smart to Invest
a few dollars to seo what you are get-
ting into,

Ellrabeth asks, “I am writing for ad-
vice about my son, He hasn't had a job
#ince he quit college several years ago.
He majored o art for three years,
What can ke do with his tralnlng? Can
you offer him a Job?"

A: Slnce we bave over 200 art stu-

OPEN FLOWING F

LOOR PLAN

highlights impreasive Ranch Modol in
Pobble Creck. Noutral decor, (brary
with bullt-Ins, quick posseasion.

851-8100. $105,800.

teed every time

dents whea it comes time that we heed
belp or artistic services wa look flrst (o
our students for employment or com-
misslons. But I do bave some advice for
your son. The door of opportunity has
ruany shapes and pizes. Sometimes it js
so big that you are afraid to walk
through It. Sometimes, the door ts 50
small you have to crawl through it. Toe
rezl problem with opportunlty Is that ({
13 not often recognized.

__Gordon was in the store this week.
When I usked him how school was
golng. be beamed with joy. “Dave” he
2aid, “T just got a full-time job as an
artist” Now Gordon has taken one se.
mester in art school and had no busi.
oes3 applylng for a job with onc of the
unatlon's blggest companies. How did he
think he could ever beat out all those
applicants with degrees [n art? Gordon
got the job because he presented the
best portfolio,

Elfzabeth, your s0n has no less liml.
tatlons than Gordon. So encourage him
to bulld the best portfallo he can. One
of my earlier Artifacts had an outline
for possible entrees for a good port-
follo, So when the opportunity arises
and ho recognlzes fit, he wilt be some.
what prepared.
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ORCHARD LAKE FAONT ESTATE, El-
egant pillared Colonial on over two
acros with 149’ frontage. Smashing
white contomporary Interior. Excel.
lont financing. 851-8100, Now $475,000.
(51481)

a3,

PLYMOUTH/CANTON!

33X a3
Fresh docor

POTOMAC GREEN! Gracious Colonial
on prime cul-de-sac lol, Pride of own-
orship abounds
Walk to schools. Florida room and rec
room too. 626-9100. $139,900,

with quality extras.

S

FARMINGTON HILLSI Court satting

ey

Out-
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brighter future your
love can provide.

highlights attractive unlt with centra?
air, 2 bedrooms, patlo, cable TV avail-
able. Soller will pay first year's Asso-
ciation fee. Prime locatlon-Torms
avallable. 626-9100, $43,500. (48931)

offers sharp Ranch with modern mi-
Kiteh 1

CONVENIENT TO EVERYWHERE!
L for2bd

Con-

wo flr su~
perb family room, privacy filied lot.
626-9100. $76,500.

with mint condition interi-
or. Rec room, central alr too! 828-9100,

Modol: 626-3602 Office: 626-3500
Qpon noon-6 pm, ovaryday (except Thurs.)

o
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FRENCH PROVINCIAL MODEL
Bult with tho teest materists and craltsmanship. Braathlaking liakan marble toyer with unque
Sylta This Quad tavel has over 6400 5. 1. of iving £pace with mulll kevel wood Gecks Separate
B Sheenent lof inaws o« hobby s 5 bediooms with Large Cosol 39aco, 4 Ak balhe, 2 fugr
baths 2 magrulicen Italan marbie frepiaces. Almost an acp kot with al 1andscapo. 800, sprinkicr

drive. JUG Q.
WADEEK NORTH: Long Lake . to Wabeok Laks Orive Eatl (Betwoen frariin R, and Middse.
be'l} 10 Inchan Summer.

MALCOLM LEVENTEN CORP.
968-0110 550.3402
Op::“v:’gakendl 1 Pl‘l -3 PMorBy Appolnqn!'lnt
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. Asecluded, country-llke sefting
. that's near shopping and ail the
northem suburbs have to offer,

It's time-for you to set g more lelsurely pace.

Welcome home! -

+ 2 Bedrooms/2 Baths

* 900-squara feet .

* Spaclous Closots and
Basement Storage

« Now Appliances Including
Relrigerator, Electric Range,
Dishwasher :

* New Carpeting

guntry Knoll

» Landscapéd grounds Condominium
* Swimming Pool - .
$45.900 19800 Wast Twolve Mile Road
Y v, Just East of Evargroen
Mgl Cpon 12:8pm {313) 5591314 °

e

Double treed tot frames

MIDDLE STRAITS LAKE PRIVILEGES!

BEAUTIFUL FRANKLIN VALLEY ofors
3 bed

851-8100. $59,500,

rough sawn cedar Ranch with charm-
Ing decor. 3 bedrooms, built in 1980,

Ranch with
country kitchen, wood plank floors,

energy saving insulation, mainte.

hance free extorior, 851.8100. $92,500. neutral

628-9100. $74,500. (52372)

RANCHWOOD ESTATES offers maln-
tenance free Ranch with beamed cell-
Ing family room, new earthtone car-
pel, central area. Terrlific valuo)

SOUTHFIELD! Neat as a pinl Territic
Aanch features central alr, under.,
ground sprinkling, basement and
more! 848-6000. $52,900.

¢

PRIME ROYAL OAK - Beverly Hlills

area boasts charming family home. 2
tireplacos, loads of built-in
booksh , full b Excoll

SIMPLE ASSUMPTIONI
Southfield Ranch on exceplional
treed setling includes new energy of-
ficient furnace, Florida room, new i
carpet,

Beautiful

more! 626-9100.

CAMBRIDGE VILLAGEI Fresh decor (s
highlighted with 3 bedroom Ranch of-
fering fireplace, earihtone carpat,
central air, outstending valuot
626-8100. $57,900.

ka o Ty =
ZONED COMMERCIAL! Spacious old-
er Colenial In prime Farmington loca-
tion, great for oMfico or commercial

value. 8458600, $74,500.

uso. Call for dotals. 626-9100. $78,500,
(62183)

TAEED CRA
ting offers profesaionally decorated
Cape Cod in move-in condition, Spa-
clous kitchen with color coordinated

NBROOK VILLAGE set.

Para)

Y Moscowtriet
:651-8850

grea
basement, 826-9100, $76.500.

OCHESTER.
5017 Rochentes Rd.

WEST BLOOMFIELD
1000 W. Univorsity
Y stlomePmang,

851-8100 .-
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