Friends and foes
Agencies vie for family counseling jobs

By Ksthy Parrish
staff writer

Can the Friend of Lhe Court also be a friend of
the family?

Confldent it can, Oakland Connty Clreult Court
officials provide counseling to dlvorcing couples
and their children through tho agency.

But four soclal service ue:lcl“a — which do fam-

work with divoreing eouples. Their request was
turned down, and they are now walting for & rullng
from the stata attorney general on the lesue.

“THE FRIEND of the Court's function {s to help
a judge make & declsion, Our counselors are there
to help the family,” explained Willlam Fry, sxecu-
gve director of Famlly and Children Services of

"Wo're talking about a family Iife experience,
And it bas to be done in safety an confldentiality.”

But court a ator Joan Young contends
finances and numbers of court cases make It impos-
sible to offer that “famlly life experlence.” .

“There's nothing wrong with making counseling
availabla {5 everyone who files for dlvarce. But I
don't know 1f IU’s financlally fezaible.”

THE JOINT proposal was submiltted to Oakland
County Circuft Court by Famlily and Chlldren Ser-
vices of Oakland, Cathollc Socfal Services of Oak-
Ln;:‘ County, Jewlsh Famlly Servico and The Ore-

‘The four offered to provide famlly counseling
and educational services to make divorelng couples
aware of the impact of such a declston.

Their intent iz to remave the non-lagal emational
lssues from the courtroom. “The legal system Ls not

designed to deal with I but i3

sellng

t
{lrst and féremont to assure that the law s applied
falrly and reasonably,” their proposal stated.

“Emotional conflicts do oot disappear with the
{ssunnce of & divorce decree, Through a counsellng
process, adults would be enabled to divorce emo-
tlonally from each other, while maintalning ade-
quate supports to their chlidren.”

AVAILABLE UPON flling for divorce, counsel-

ing would try to resolve conflicts arislng with cus-

tody, visitation and support.

All privats and non-profit, the agencles could
provide services In. a tolal of 11 locations. They
employ more than 100 soclal workers, backed up by
both psychologists and psychiateists.

‘There would be a sliding scale for fees based on
the abllity of clients to pay.

The agencles also would rely on court funds
available for counseling — $18 of every $20 mar-
riaga license fes goes Into the fund under the Clr-,
cult Court Family Counseling Services Act.

BUT THE COURT, which formalized Family
Couguleung Servicea In 1930, is happy with present
practice,

‘Through Friend of the Court, It employs 18 pro-
fessional counselors includlng seven with master's
degrees, Their jobs are both to investigato lasues
like custody, visitation and support and to counsel
people {nvolved In disputes,

Twice & year, thera are public divorce workshops
on legal and emotional aspects of divorce. Three of
the flve sessions are designed just for youngsters,

gements are made for outslde paychologl-
cal evaluations and guardlan ad litems for children.
The court belps support The Haven, Oakland Coun-
ty's domestic violence shelter,

Court administrator Joan Young sald 45,000 to
50,000 cascs ara handled by {he Friend of the Court.
During a four-month period in 1989, [t got 437 coun-

Laid-off GM workers may
get OU tuition assistance

Latd-off General Motors workers may qualify for
up (0 81,000 a year to take classes at Oakland Uni-
versity.

OU began participating in the UAW-GM tuitlon
asslstance plan in January, Eligible are laid-off GM
workers and QU studeats 1ald off by the auto work-
€l

T, .

The UAW and General Motora developed {he plan
to provide flnanclal assistance to support educa-
tion, training, or retralning opportunities for cer-
:xln "t'AW-repruented GM employees now on
ayolf, .

Sponsors say the program will allow employees
to complete or contlnue thelr education and im-
prove their opportunities for re-employment within
or outslde the General Motors Corporation.

A brochure on the plan has been malled to about
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85,000 lald-oft employ d as

+ eligible to apply for the tultion asslstance plan. Key
features inciude up $1,000 a year for tultion and
fees with eligiblity determined by the UAW-GM Tu-
Itton Asslatance Center.

Applicants can select thelr courses, receive a
certlficate from the Assistance Center and the unl-
verzlty will honor the certlficate and blll the UAW-
GM Asslstance Center for the actual funds.

- Quallfied Inld-off GM workers loterested in at-

WHILE MARRIAGE licenss foes bring In
$150,000 2 year, the Family Counsellag unlt coa
about $480,000 in salaries and benelits,

Before tha marrisge fees became available
atatewide In 1980 to help out thyne County Cireult

ity Court paid all its
own counseling cests, Soima of the ago foes go Purchase anything in the store ($§250
{0 pay rescarch attorneys, which the court adminls- ©F mare), put 20% DOWN, take your

While critics object to the money golng to attor-
ney salaries, Young belleves it's a proper tse of the
extra money. “It's pot our goal to provide long
term counseling and solve everybody’s problems,”
explained Young, who sald Family Counseling Ser-
v}cu l#x:(;‘tpmvldlnxmuumwumypeo-
ploas . -

‘'We don't poke cur nosa in all the time, Becauss
ﬁl sheer numbers, we have to do crisls Interven.

on."

‘COUFLES WHO NEED long-term counseling are
referred (o outaide agencles, If the court orders the
wervice, It also helps pay for It.

But the former social worker does not belleve the
court should tell clients where to go for counseling,
*"We don't force the Friend of the Court on anyone,”
sald the lawyer, who sald the agencies “provide a
very good service."

“We're bot prepared to designata outside agen-
cles &3 counseling services for the court. Each
judge and the parties invelved have a right to
chooss counselors.”

Young also has confidence Ln services provided
by the Family Counseling Services ataff."] feel we
have good pecple,” ahe said.

“I don't know how you get around the fact that
Friend of the Court tends to be unpopular; but they
do a good Job.”

Obedience trial set

There are 228 entries in the Sportsmen's Dog
Tralning Club of Detroit all-breed obedlence trial
Sunldny at the Michigan State Fairgrounds in De-
trolt.

Judging will start in six rings at 9 a.m. ond end
about 4:30 or 5 p.m., aceording to club apokesman
Mira Jllbert of Troy. She reports so many entries
In the Open B class that an additional judge was
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A Bird’s Eye View
Specialists in Backyard Bird Feeding
MIXED SEED
38.50/50 LLB. BAG

431 Pine Streat  youns:
856-0079 Rochester  Mon.-Sai: i0-4
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LEGAL, NON-FATTENING SALE
WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T MAXE WINTER WORTHWHILEX
Brighten somaone’s February...or even
your own, and enjoy savings like this:

i
\mt|  20% OFF

i Hobby Horses ¢ Pull Toys «
Marionattes » Toy Boxés »
Waddington & Ranvensburger
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YOU ONLY HAVE THREE DAYS LEFT TO SAVE 40%
ON THIS WARM, WONDERFUL COMFORTER

. t
Winter fa still wilh us but you can make the best of it %muullng under a
traditionally European {ll) comforter. Speclally blended 70% White gocse dosm and
30% small white goose half-downs, covered in Egyptian combed cotton. The button
tuft design ll!uwxior maximum lofting and warmth. Limiled seven year warranty.

40% OFF
Reg. Price  Sale Price
Twin $210 $162
Tull $300 $180
Queen P 1 $225
King s 8267

Sale cnds Feb, 25th,

HUNTERS SQUARE
- Orchord Lk. Rd. at 14 Mile
Shops Farmington Hills
European Comfort You Bring Home 855-5720
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-6:30; Wod.-Fri. 10-9

Save 20% to 25% and mare on every other fine quality

line in our store, including Conover, Statton, Pearson,
Temple-Stuart, Stitfel, Stanley, American Drew, Stearns
& Foster and many others. But hurry, the sale ends at ;'
5:30 Saturday, March 3. 5
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