Senate shelves

By Tim Richard
staff writor

Suburban state senators jolned forces across par-

ty lines in 0 move to repeal the “Lifeline” program,
under which low-consumption houscholds are
charged lower electric rates per kilowatt hour,
. “It was touted as an encrgy conscrvatlon pro-
gram. It has falled, It was touted as helping senior
citizens. It has falled,” sald state Sen. Richard Fes-
sler, R-West Bloomfield, sponsar of the repeal mea-
sure.

“Lifeline was o mistake,” agreed Sen. Jack Fax-
on.D-Farmington Hllls,

AFTER DEBATING it Wednesday, the Senate
Thursday approved Fesler's amendment to HB
4975, one of a packago of bills dealing with energy
conservation, theft and,avoldance of shutoffs to the

T

The vate was 24-11. It was supported by Republi-
cans Fessler, Doug Cruce of Troy, Robert Geake of
Northvllle and Rudy Nichols of Waterford and
Democrats Faxon and Patrick McColtough of Dear-
born, Mlnority Leader William Faust, D-Westland,
was absent.

Tho bill will be returned to the House of Repre-

3,

‘It was touted as an energy
conservation program. It
has failed. It was touted as
helping senior citizens. It
has failed.’
— 8tate Sen. Richard Fessler
R-West Bloomfield

says 52 percent of their customers will sce an [n-
crease,”

She speculnted the Legistature would sce “a high-
ly organized campalign by senfor cltizens groups
against repeal.”

“Lifeline was meant to be a conservation pro-
gram, not an Income-transfer program,” sald Hen-
¥y, who opposed outrlght repeal of the program.

BUT FESSLER and Faxon, who had voted for
Lifetlne when it was started in 1981, Insisted the
program had backflred. It was designed to benefit
low-Income people and senlor citizens who presum-
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live In parks with master meters and {ind them-
selves outside the Lifeline system, N

“We can resolve the problem for those who are
needy by direct grants through the Department of
Soclal Services,” he sald.

FAXON, WHOSE district fncludes many South-
field and Farmington Hills apartment dwellers,
agreed, saying, “I'm sorry I voted for it.

“Older people ln apartments can't open thelr
windows In summer, They have to run thelr akr con-
ditioners all day,” he sald.

He 3ald homeowners who had a room to their
bouses and heat It electrically find themsclves in a
higher encrgy usage bracket, and thelr electric
costs skyrocket.

Cruce noted that a companion bl directs DSS to
target houscs In need of weatherization to cut thelr
heatlng costa,

“We have been nassisting houssholds on AFDC
(ald to familles with dependent children) and had no
control over heating costa, Thls ks an effort to check
rupaway costs,” he sald. .

- The companion measure (HB 4970) also gradual-
Iy scales down (he amount of natural gas for which
DSS will pay. In the 1934-5 fiscal year, the cap will
be 350,000 cuble fect per asslsted household; in
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Oakland University's Continuum Center pre- an advertise-
sents a one-day workshop, “Feeling Good vs. De- ment in our
. pression,” from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday in new Health N
[ [Lutheran Socla Services of Michigan, 24100 & Fi ‘
| | Woodward, Pleasant Ridge. itness
Conducting the workshop I3 Shirley Aune, M.A., supplement...
I_ Continuum Center adfunct staff member and di-
' reetor of family counseling and education for Lu-
I theran Soclal Services of Michlgan. Call your Observer &
i, M‘l'}l:l&n{ ;f)coﬁlc donl;l b;ﬁulllzc mcz can control Eccentric Adver#sgig , CALIFORNIA
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Qur story reminds us that sooner or later, every Tamily has to deal with
the comples reality of caneer. We think its importam and reassuring for patients and
their families 1o know that one of the iation’s most impottant cancer
ventters is right here in Elarper Hogpital at the Medical Center. The Cancer Program
at Harper is part of our conmry's org, L cancer-lighting elfort—
A national newwork of twenty Comprehensive Cancer Centers that also includus
the Sloan-Kettering stitute in New York, and the M., Anderson Tumor .
Institute in Houston, If the diagnosis is cancer, the doctor will probably recommend
Harper Hospital. ‘There is no better place 10 be. And your chances have never
been berter, Remember, early delection is imporant, so wateh Tor the warming signs
and see your physician at regular inteevals. .
. For a hrochure on varly cancer detection, please phone the patient N

hot line number given below. per Hospital is aftiliated with 1he Schaol of Medicine,
Wayne State University, and the Medical Center i delivering
world-class quality heahly ¢care.

- Harper Hospital ‘

THE MEDICAL CENTER

SCIENCE RESEARCH HOPE AND HEALING™

For more Infofmation about "“';I""' Hospital’s Cancer Prograns, telephone 494-9564, + Physiclans, please call 493-8130 for information regarding cancer patient relesrals, TIvRe




