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Meadow Brook captures
fine quality of ‘Heiress’

Performances of “Thé Heiress”
by Henry James continue throuph
Sunday, March 18, ot Mcadow
Brook Theatre on the Oaktand Uni-
versity campus near Rochcster. For
ticket information call the boz off-
{ce at 377-3300.

By Csathle Breidenbach
spoclal weltor

review

gling widow-In-a-bonnet, Bethany Car-
psnlcr projects such honesty that the

Meadow Brook Theatre's production
of “The Helress” [s true to the genfus of -
Henry James. The drama rises above
drawlng-room melodrama to tell a tale
rich in the psychology of what shapes
character,

The play by Ruth and Augustus
Goetz is based on James' 1830 novel

. “Washington Square.” *The Helress” s

an entertaining period soap opera com;
plete with an autocratic father, young
lovers planning a midnight elopement
and a widowed aunt who fuels thelr ro-
mance. N .

Father has money, lots of it, and he
threatens not to will it to his daughter,
Catherine, if she marries her chosen
young man. Throw In & consumptive
cough to helghten suspense and Mead-
ow Brook has an engaglng, if {rivolous
atory. :

Thanks to Jemes' understanding of
the of humaa
“The!Helress™ rises above the soap bub-
bles to tell us somethlng about Jove and
cruelty, toss and vengeance,

SET AMONG proper New York socl-
ety, “The Helress™ describes the gen-
el world of the rich in 1650. It's o
time when ladles’ voluminous skiris
swayed In wire-rigged gracefulness
and when soclely prized beautlful
women as ornaments. Costumes for
Mcadow Brook's Washlngton Square la-
dies are sumptuous and lovely.

Catherine, a plaln girl with an un-
flattering scvere hairdo, Is a misfit.
WIth the exceptlon of her necdlework,
she falls miscrably in the ladylike so-
cial graces, She's too shy to chalter
with feminine charm to attract an eli-
glble gentleman, and she's much too
honest to filrt coquettishly. Linda Gehr-
inger plays Catberine with a breathless
carnestness.

Her avl

doesn’t scem lke the stereo-
type it could 50 easlly be.

Catherine falls in love with Morrls
Townsend, 8 handsome bachelor with
o income. She's smltten by Morris as
much by his good looks and smooth talk
a3 by the fact that he's the first man to
Ppay her amorous attentlon,

PETER GREGORY Thomson
strikes a delicate’ balance in his por-
trayal of Morris as an honest, charm-
Ing golddigger. Even as we dlslike hlm,
there's somothing winning about the
man who openly asplres to the good llfe
on thirty thousand a year,

Dr. Sloper objects to the match, of
course, because he sees that Townsend
is o selfish, opportunist after Cathe-
rine's money, The truth of that fact
outweighs any regard for Catherine's
feelings and for (he possiblfity that
Morris may be her last chance for hap-
plness,

‘The doctor s a respected, rigid man,
Donald Symington plays hlm with ap-
propriate wooden propriety as he con-
stantly compares Catherine fo her

. mother who dled In childbirth,

The daughter never measures up to
the remembe perfectlon of her
mother and her {ather nover Jets her
forget it. Austln Sloper treats his only
daughter with Insensitivity bordering
on cruelly. If he Is a callous hypocrite
who pretends parental love, he fs alson
man wounded by loss, .

When Catherine realizes that ber fa-
ther doesn’t love her, In fact distlkes
her and finds her boring, she begins to
change, Gone Is the obedlent, doclle
young woman.

THE PLAY plvots on Catherine's
metamorphosis. She dares to deny her
,Jather and risk for love. If the plot
sounds 1lke a Harlequin romance, trust
Henry James, His characters step be-
yond the simplicity of melodrama.

Two yeara later when Morris returns
to talk of love and promises, o new
Catherine greets him. Is she a free
woman, liberated before her time, or a
woman shackled by the emotlona] and
psychological chalns of her past? In the
final memorable scene, she shows sha's
made of sterner atuff than elther Mor-
ris or her father ever suspected. |
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second runs

Tom
Panzenhagen

“Plan 9 from Qufer Space” (195G},
7:08 and 10 p.m. today at the Punch
& Judy Theatre, 2¢ Kercheval,
Grosse Pointe Farms, phone 882.
7363, $3. ing time 76 mi;

with & wonderful play by John
Huston propelling the actlon merrily
along. The Hustons, fncldentally, both
wot Oscars for Lhe fllm ~ John for his

Touted far and widc as the worst
film of all time, “Plan " actually may
be one of the funnlest flims you'll ever
see — uninientionally funny, to be sure,
but funny all the same. Veteran vam-
plre Bela Lugosl died during filming
and was replaced by the producer’s
denilst. From thelr performances, alt
the actors could be dentists. The sets
arce

and Walter as best support-
Ing actor. .
Rating: $3.40.

Footnote: The Washington recently
kicked off a series of fllms featuring
favorite Hollywood stars and directors,
Friday through Thursday, March 8,
(hree Alfred Hitcheock flims, “Rebece
cn:" ‘”b'lawrlou.s” and “Spellbound” are

, the cut.
rate, the plot — loosely concerned with
grave robbers from outer space — out-
rageous, and the dialoguc as campy as
1t gets. So take'a drive to the Pointes,
You won't be disappolnted.

On the same bill: “It Came from Hol-
lywood,” the somewhat dlsappolnting
tributo film that features clips from
Hollywood's worst movies, including
“Plan 8 from Outer Space.”

Rating: $3.

“Treasure of the Sierra Madre"
(1948), 7:10 and 9:30 p.n. today at the
Washlsigton Theatre, 426 S. Washing-
ton, Royal Qak, phone 541.0082, $2.50.
Running time 126 minutes.

Humphrey Bogart steps out of char-
acter as Fred q.‘ Eobba, a mild-

p in
this engrossing John Huston film that
co-stars Huston's father, Walter, Tlm
Holt, Bruce Bennett and Barton Ma-.
cLane, The cmphaz!ls Is on the unex-
pected In characterization and plot,
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NOW APPEARING
THE CORNER BOYS
| Tuse.-Sat.. The 50s thn today's top 40a

NG - DANCING

EXPANDED, LIGHTED PAVED PARKIN!
L. YENTL (PG
Starring Barb:
Woekdays 7:
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(l. UNCOMMON VALOR (R}
Starring Qana Hackman
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nt,
played by Jilllan Lindlg, delights In ro-
mance, Maurecn McDevitt, who plays
Catherine's twittery bright cousin Mar-
tan, Is the, beauty who's cverything
Catherine's not.

These ladies balance the grave
Catherine and her father and glve a
lveliness to the drawing room drama
that's directed with styllzed reserve by
Terence Kllburn, As the poor, strug-
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. Jazz Concert " -
"~ Saturday, March 3:
R . featuring,
Ursala Walker

i5 Advancédﬁﬁ atDoor'
34 Seniorg & Students
"'+ For Tickets & Reservations

- Call 471-7700
- Oakland

Buddy Budson

Community College
Orchard Ridge Campus -
rchard Lake Rd. & {-696 " . -
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Luncheon Specials include g%

Soup, egg roll or Irled wonton,
fried rice & tea.
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X CHINESE MANDARIN RESTAURANT [
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BaRestaurant

454 West Huron (M-59) « 338-9639
Across from Pontiac Genaral Hospital

ALL YOU CARE TO EAT

Family Dining Special
sunday 4-9 p.m., Monday 5-11 p.m.

MEXICAN ALA CARTE ITEMS 95

Includes
Nachos or Botanas

Chitdren 10 and Under V2 Price

Not Included » No Carry Outs

per
person
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d, and fllms of Tracy and Hep-
burn, James Cagney and Edward G,
Robinson are on tap for future weeks,
For a complete schedule call 358-0934.

*“The Warriors” (1979), 7:30 and 10
p.m. Friday and Saturday at Cass Clty
Cinema, 4805 Cass at Forest, Detroit,
phono 832-6309, $2.5¢ Running time 94
minutes, R .

Surreal is the word for “The Warri-
ors,” but that's not to say it’s artsy or

WHAT'S IT WORTH?
_Aratings gulde to the movies

Bad, . . .

high-brow. To the contrary, it ought to
appeal to “Dlirty Harry” fans every
where. But. there's another level to
“The Warriors” that Clint Eastwood
films seldom approack. While jt's visu-
ally stunning and pulsatingly paced,
there's also more to “The Warriors”
than meets the eye. Michne] Beck stars
as the leader of a New York Qity youth
gang on the run with his comrades
{rom cvery other gang in the Big Ap-
ple. The dlrector Is Walter Lang.
Rating: $3.
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Famou_s
on Friday

J Prime Rib Dinner “Special Cut'’ $14.95 per couple
j| |ncludes: Potato du Jour, Salad, Relishes, Bread '
' Basket Offered every Friday !

Kingsley Inn

Woodward at Long Lake Aoad
. Bloomfleld Hilis » 842-0100
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) o 24 HOUR CABLE LISTINGS
- Minute-by-minute, all-k L-night progrnmming.
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: Ly 14
4 CAUTION ( Peapls PRIME TIME LISTINGS
2, [y Nightly lineups tor eritical houss,
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i (S P en Ihe new TELEVISION MAGAZINE is in every
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HABIT FORMING! / ! Sunday’s Detrolt News,
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+ LUNCHEON DAILY 11-3 Chinese & American Cuisine
+ COCKTAIL HOUR 3:30-5:30 Luncr’éﬁﬁ;gg}: g:;['ec\g;é]ymonﬁgrdms For morning or afternoon home delivery of The Detroit News
 DINNER Open7Daysa Week Call 222-2600
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« PRIVATE PARTIES & FUNCTIONS Sat. 12-11 PM » Sunday 1210 PM
o A The Detroit News
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