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‘Thls ia another In a series of lessons on
art and drawing by speclal columnist
David Messing, He .
has taught for elght
years and operates
an art store, Art
Store and  More,
18774 Middlebelt,
Livenla. Messing
encourages ques-
tions and com-
ments from read. . u
ers, You may write him at hs store or ¢/
o0 Observer Newspapers, 23352 Farming-
ton Road, Farmington MI 48024, -

By David Massing
spectal writer

As we drove home from church Sunday, 1
found myself tremendousty [nsplred. The mu-
sic was terrifle and the sermon was great
(maybe a llttle long). But what really insplred
me was my gray auit.

You see I haven't worn it for a while, and 1.

think it shrank hanging In the closet. It was so
tight that my feet began (o swell during
church, 1 struggled for rellef. Finally T quletly
unbuttoned the only bution of my suil pants
and Ustencd as cach tooth of my zipper began
popping under the pressure. Within minutes the
top inch of my xzipper was foothless. Trying
desperately not to be obvlous, I managed to
rebutton my sult pants.

5o by the tlme we reached the car J had

recelved my insplratlon to start yet another .

diet. All cavght up in the moment I vowed
vows, made mental projections, set goals and
eyen came up with a slogan: “People Who Dlet
Expect Less of Themselves.”

AS MONDAY morning approached, I was
silll insplred. I even gave my all Ume, most
favorite, candy to my boys. Normally, I would

n%s;pa‘aﬁmﬁ flags, experience helps

lessens and the work dramatlcalily sutfers, The
stroke of brush or pen become tentative and
halting. You doubt your cholce of color, ques-

The “push” fequlred when
inspiration is gone only
comes from years of

perience and
skill. This is why art
iessons are 80 Criiical for

probably break the law for those
covered peanuts, but by reason ¢f my Inspira-
tlon I gave them away. By Tuesday, however,
my Insplration had lifted and severe hunger
had sct in. 1 tried to to sneak a cookle but the
plastle wrapper was so loud, when I reached
for the-bag It gave away my inientlons, By
Wednesday I just plaln missed chewing food. 1
mean good food. The stuif that chokes your ar-
teries and puts dimples in your fat globules.
Then I found ancther old stash of chocolate
peanut clusters. I ate the whole box, but I did
wash them down wilh dict pop.

The real problem with my dlet was that 1
cotldn’t keep my commitment after the Inspt.
ration had llited. Many times In drawing or
palnting artlsts begin their work in an emo-
tional high. Insplred to the nose holes, they be-
gln an “incredible work,” probably their
“best,” but soon find themselves with half a
drawlng and ne [nspiration swhatsoever.

Let’s look at the meaning of the word, inspi-
ration: “to breathe life into.” Sa when you lose
your tnsplration, your idea suffocates and the
artwork falls dead on your casel. You sce in-
spiration excltes the mind to create the work
of art. As thls inspiration fades your creativity

hoping to excelin
the field of art. |

teachers technical knowledge should help the
unlnspired student push his or her work to
completlon,

So when faced with a commlssion, seck to be
insplred. First consider the object of the com-
misslon. Remember the word, “conslder”
means to teke thought of, Perhaps your com-
misslon s of something that appears to be bor-
ing. If 50, your careful consideration of it may
somehow spark your Interest and thercby Initl-
ate creativity” Naxt aporeciate the object of
your commission If it I3 Inanimate. Study it
closely for Its basle shapes. If It Is manmade,
look for. the craltsmanship or technology with.

its If It is of nature take

tlon your shading and soon abandon the work
altogether.

Here Is where the amateurs und the pros
separate. Llke the stone amateur that I am fn
golf, when 1 hit a ball into the woods I fall aver
stlff on the falrway. A better player or pro
would confldently walk into the woads to bet-
ter plan his next shot. .

PROFESSIONAL ARTISTS do not require
Insplration to work out a decent plece of art-
work. And Indeed many commissions are 180
degrees from Inspiration. A professional artist
Fknaws that if he or she [s going to sign the work
1t has to be worthy of their slgnature and indic.
ative of their abllity. Every single week at
least one of my students looks at me with eyel-
ids at half mast and asks “can I be done now?"
The “push” required when Inspiration Is gone
only comes {romm years of experience and tech-
nical skill, This Is why art lessons are so criti-
cal for students hoplng to excel fn the ficld of
art. Few worka done by a student at home with
the usual domestlc distractions can be ren-
dered before the Insplration lifts, however, the
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thought of the power that fashiened it, and au-
tomatlcally it will increase in your oplnlon,
Don't seek to copy, seck to recreate.

1 was looking through a wildlife magazine
and noticed a photo of & baby cheetah attack-
ing a lttle impala. What caught my eye was
that the baby chectah seemed to be looking at
Its mother as if to seek her approval. Aud the
baby Impala secmed 80 calm as if to say, “to
this end was I created.” So after consldering
this scene and appreclating the structure and
beauty of each animal, 1 began to re-create
this scene which ultimately caused it to be
original expression even though it was taken
from a photo.

Q: “When will my son or danghter be able to
draw withoot looking at samething for refer-
encel” !

A: “Hopefully never,” is my usval reply, Ac-
curacy s the goal and erlglnality need not be
threatened In its pursuit. Let’s use the palnting
I mentioned as an example. I'll bet I could
draw a great looking cheetah without looking

out, with articles No. 10 through No. 20,
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at g photo. But I would also bet there would be
inaccurate placements of features which
would ultlmately baunt me. I changed my
painting enough that it Is my own cxpreasion.
For example I lengthened tho legs of the Impa-
12, palated In larger claws than were actuaily
on the cheetah. As a matter of fact any paint-
Ing ov drawing taken from a photo is greatly
abstracted as it is reduced to slmple lnes and
shapes in the rendering.

With the proper approach to any subject
your own feelings wlll come though on the pa-
per or canvas and the expression should be
even greater than'the photo used for reference.
After all a camera Is limited to record only
what is seen by the lens. S0 you the artist are
{ree to not only be accurate with what i3 seen
but also express visually what is felt. Any art-
ist is pleased when viewers appreclate his or -
her technicel skills. But the artist is doubly
rewarded when viewers “feel' his expression
in his re-creation.

Q: Shirley ask’s “how do you shade some.
thiog like & glass of wine?”

A: Glass and chrome are a little difficult tc
draw because there is no definite color, All you
really see is the reflections of Ught and sur-
roundlng shapes and ‘colors. In the example of
a glass of wine the glass where the wine is held
would appear to be the purple color of the
wine. But the reflection of light and objects
around tho glass highiight and shrde Its smooth
surface,

So even though the wine Ia puvple, its color fa
zencadary to the reflections on the outer sure
faco of the glass. Anything wet or glassy or
even chrome must have a sirong whlite
highlight to appear shincy. Where you sce only
the glass the surface reflects the whites, grays
and g colors. It Is | g that in
drawing shiny objects that the whites must be
surrounded by black shades of gray or dark
colors in order to make the white appear
bright and sparkllng. One easy trick to help in
drawing shiny objects s to always place the
darkest darks right next to the lightest lights.
One of our lessons at the art atore s to draw a
name or logo on black mat board then color
the letters 50 that they look like chrome, The
colors that appear to give the beat chrome ef-
fect are: non photo blue at the top tinting to
white in the middle of the Ietter. Here white
stops with a very clean line and black begins,
As black moves down to the base of the letter
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It gradually fades Into a slate gray or blulsh
gray. Try this at home on your own with black
paper and colored pencils. .

1f you stiil haven't received your “Arilfacts”
booklet there still are a few left. They scll for
$3.95 and you can pick them up at the Art
Store and More, 18774 Middlebelt in the
Middlebelt Plaza, Livonla, I wlll keep you In-
formed as to when the new booklets will be A
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