OCC eyes state aid boost

By Yim Richard
statt writer

The state-ald pleture (s looking
brighter for Oakland Community Col-
lege, though a tultion increase fn fall s
stl] possible.

The pleture s “welcome and good
compared to prior (recession) years,”
President Robert F. Roelofs told the
board of trustees last week. He sald a
new state-ald formula In the legislative
works could be beneffclal to OCC,
which has tho state’s fastest growing
enrollment and a long list of vocailonal
programs.

Qakland Community College’s Au-
burn Hills campus will get a new robot-
icx unlt, and the central adminlstration
computer center wlll be protected by a
nety aflr conditioning systom,

‘The OCC board of trustees Thursday
approved purchase for $16,500 of a Ser-
vo control unlt and motor assembly for
the robotlcs department at Auburn
Hills, in Auburn Hills cast of Pontlac.
That campus houses many of 0CC's
technica) programs.

The sole available source, GMF Ro-
botics of Troy, will donate the mechan-
Ical arm and hand, installatlon, flve

Yet tuition

Asxed by a trustee about Gov. James
J. Blanchard's promise of a 10 pereent
aid Increase to colleges which hold the
Iine on tultlon this fafl, Roclofs noted It
applles only to four-year colleges and
univerities.

“We'll be hard pressed to come out
near the break-even point without a tu.
itlon increase,” Roclofs said at the con-
clusion of a generally rosy flnanclal re-
port..

OCC buys robotics
unit; parts are free

Bloomtleld Hills, serves educational
programs as well as administrative
!

The board also accepted a long list of
glfta for varlous programs, including:

® Avborn Iiills Campus — a
Chrysler body shell for the robotics
program {from Chrysler Corp; a 1982
Buick Riviera for the auto service pro-
gram, from Geperal Motors Fisher
Body divislon; computer software for
geology Insiruction, from Floyd Kelth;
and a history of Pontlac Townshlp,
which last year Incorporaled as the
clty of Auburn Hills, from (be Pontine

days tralning for of and pro-
gramming and ﬂve‘dnys training In

dicector David W, Sturg“u. :

A 12.ycar-old alr condltionlng sys-
tem has been running day and night,
Storges sald, and a new unit will be
more energy efficient. .

.The board approved the low bid of
$33,524 from Delta Temp Inc, of Madj-
son Helghts for the new alr condltlon-
Ing unit. The computer, in the George
A. Bee Adminlstration Center In

p Blcentennia) C .

* COrekard Ridge Campos — gifts o
$150 cach from Horace Cooke and OCC
Presldent Robert F. Roelofs for the
Smlth Performing Arts Theatre.

© Highland Lakes Campus — sover-
al gifts of photo equipment for the pho-
tography program; $3 books and 77
nursing magazines for the learning re-
sources center from varlous donors.

® Scholarsklps — $25 ‘for the Or-
chard Ridge scholarship fund; $480 for
the Sander’s scholarship from varlous
donors,

hike likel
e likely -

‘OCC, WHOSE pattern has been to in-
crease tultlons every second year,
raised its rato by $1.50 a credit hour to
$23 for resldent students last fall,

Tultion s providing about 37 percent
of the current year's $384 milllon
budget; state aid, lesa than 25 percent;
and property Laxes, 37 percent,

Roelofs sald Blanchard's promlse of
a 10 percent needed these clarlfica-
Uons:

® “Ten percent s being added
across (he board to the total (ald to
community colleges). But we don't ex-
pect everyone (all 28 community col-
leges) to get 10 percent,” He predicted
the range would be 6-13 percent,

@ The 10 percent flgure means dif-
ferent things to different colleges. At
four-year colleges and universities,
state ald is 85 percent of the budget; a
10 pereent boost in ald Is a 8.5 percent
boost In revenue over a 12-month peri-
od. But OCC gets only about 20 percent
of ts revenue from the state, 30 a 10
pereent ald hike would amount only to
a2 peroent revenue boost.

® Roelofs sald he chalrs a commlt-
tee of college peaple proposing a fund-
ing formula for, community . colleges.
“We have re-Introduced 1} as

programs has gone up 84 percent; the
second highest college went up 70 per-
cent,” Roclofs sald.

»The new formula is belng studled by
appropriatlons commlitees in hoth
houses of the Michigan Leglslature.
The OCC president said any formula
would Ilkely be phased In over & perlod
of years, .

“I WISH we could hold off thls {Ime .
around,” said trustee Earl Anderson of
a tuition increase, “I can't forget this is
a community college, Most of our stu-
dents are from middle class and poor
famllles. We're not some high-class
four-year school,” .

"I'm not saylng we like to ralse tul-
ton," Roelofs replled. “I'm  saying
we've done a remarkably good job of
holdlng it down." He said OCC's
welghted average tuftion ranked 25th
of 28 colleges in the state, and that the
only lower tuitions are at outstate
schools. “Qur revenue per atudent was
20th,” he added,

Anthony Jarson, vice president for
buslness and {inance, said property tax
revenues are ilkely to risc only 1 or 2
percent next fiscal year.

In responsc to a questlon from board
Chalrperson Suzanne Reynolds, Jarson
said there are plenty of federal basic
education grants for needy students,
desplie the Reagan Admlnistration’s

the main machine for the budget. We
haven't had an enrollment formula for
four or five years. This would beneflt
OCC becanse we've had the greatest
enrollment growth,” sald Roelofs, not~
Ing the local school has Jumped 50 per-
cent In flve years, The next Gighest in-
crease was 48 percent; others range
from the tow 30s to a decllne. -

@ The formula would conslder pro-
gram costs, granting more state aid for
technleal and laboratory courses than
for lecture classes. “OCC will benefit.
We have up to 40 technical programs,
Since the 1979-80 school year, our en-
rollment in vocational relmbursable

in other programs.

For the 18845 budget, the board ap-
proved levylng the full one mill of the
property tax for operations (§14.4 mll-
llen in revenue) and 0.5 mlll for debt
retirement ($7.2 mlililon),

THE BOARD also approved hiking
cexpenditures for the current budget
year ending June 30 by $1.6 million to
$38.4 mlllion. ’

Jarson said the Increase was due to
the need to employ more facuity to
take care of enrollment increases,
along wlith adjustments of fringe bene-
ilts, workers compensation, sick leave
and other fringes.
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