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Falcons finish No.
as Rocks rule pool

By C.. fisak
statf wrltor

* Winning kecps coaches bappy. Ever
notfce that? Since that's why they're In
the coaching business — {o win and
therefore 1o be bappy — it shouldn't be
20 surprising.

Chuck Olson was o happy coach Fri
day night. His Plymouth Salem swim
squad hnd just won Its second consecu-
tive Western Lakes Activitles Assocla-
tion (WLAA} tltle. But this champlen-
ship was a bit differcat.

“Last year it was real ecjoyable,
from a coach's standpolnt,” Olson zald
moments after his Rock team clinched
the title with a wlaning performance in
the 400-yard freestyle relay. “There
were a lot more gray hairs this year.”

THOSE “GRAY HAIRS" can be dl-
reclly traced fo the closeness of thls
year’s meet. Salem won the title by a
slm 14.5 polnt margin, ahead of Livo-
nin Stevenson, Farmington flnished
third, 545 polnts behind Steveason,
with Northville fourth, Livonla Church-
ikt fifth and Plymouth Canton slxth,

Four league records fell, two cour-
tesy of Stevenson, and there were two
double-winners in Individual events.
Salem and Stevenson cach had three
wlns, while Farmlington and Churchiil
had two aplece.

“We had a real good prelims and
{lnals,” Olson safd. “Sievenson got real
tough tonlght after the diving.

“But our guys came through in the
cluteh, really. It's called intense,”

IF BEING INTENSE means win.
ning, then Erik Kleinsmith was on top
of the Intense tlst. The Salem senlor
WoD two events himself — the 100-yard
{48.94) and 200-yard {1:47.35) freestylea
= and anchored the Rocks' trium,

400 free relay team of Bob Bowllng,
Jon Cain and Greg Wolff (3:21.83),

Kielnsmith's time In the 100 free
broke his own WLAA record of 49.19
set In Lhis year's preliminaries.

Stevenson’s Kurt Heln enjoyed a fan-
tastic meet that might have been even
better. Helo teammed with Kevin

District

ARCH MADNESS could
quickly tum Into March
Sadness for many arca bas-

ketball teams thia weck.

This hus not been a banper year for
Observerland basketball, At least one
Observerland team is guaranteed a
berth in a reglosal tournament. The
Livonla Churchill District is comprised
of flve Observerland teams.

But (hat may be the only arca team
to escape district tournaments,

Certainly teams lke Piymouth Sa-
lem and Bishop Borgess have legiti-
mate shota at winnlog their districts, as
does Plymouth Canton and Catholic
Central — but the odds, at this polnt,
are stacked against them.

Let's take 2 look at the area hopefels
and see what kind of chance they have
of tasting some March gladness, For
the fun of 1t, let’s list the teams accord-
Ing to their chances of escaplng the dls-

triet,

Livonia Stevenson: The Spartans
bave played great and terrible thls sea-
so0. They are Indeed a mystary team.
Luckily for them, they are in a weak
district — Livonla Churchlll. Even
more fortunate for them, they drew a
flest-round bye. Churchlll will offer the
sliffest challenge to the Spartans. The
Spartans have a wealth of talent. They
can be awesome. But, if they play the
Izckluster, stand-around type of game
they offered against Canton Wedncs-
day, they won't beat anyone,

Plymouth Salem: The Rocks, despite
losses to Canton and Churchill, are the
best *team” In the area. They bave,
bowover, the task of bettering a very
powerful Wayne Memorial team In the

a

to restructure their lineup and are
aUll searching for the right combloa-
tloos, This tournament Ls the last hor-
-rah for senlors Rick Berberet, Erich
Farinett and Joff Arnold, Lesk for
them to be at the top of thelr game.
Blshop Borgess: The Sparfans run
emack-dab Into Detroit Henry Ford In
the flrst round of thelr district. The
winner of that game tonight will most

mext, although Redford Cathollc Cen-
tral iy no pushover. Spartan guard Joe
Gregory has averaged 21 polnts and
nioe assista this season. He i3 a very
exciting player and, if bo gets hot, ba

Everhart, Dennis Ward and Steve Toar-
mina to win the 200 medley relay
(1:40.21), shattering the previous record
of 1:43.13 set last year by Stevenson,

Heln later got hls name In the league
record books by splashing to flrst in the
$0 free (22,12), lowering the WLAA
mark of 22.51 be set a year ago.

The § er later came
within ap eyelash of a third victory, but
was edged by Farmington's Alec
Campbell i the 100 butterfly. Camp-
bell was clocked at 52.92 o Heln's
52.89.

CAMPEELL WAS the meet’s only
other double winner in Individual
cvents, Ho was an easy victor in the
200 Individua) medley (2:01.12), finish.

The third Stevenson champlon was
Everbart [n the 100 backstroke (57.68),
who finished a mere .12 off his own
WLAA mark.

Churehili's Vic Valente scored 381.55
polnts to bust the league record in diy-
Ing, set & year ago by Salem's Todd
Rledel (382.25). Churchlll's second
league champ was Eric Hutchinson,
who edged teammate Eric Balrd for
the 100 breaststroke title. Hutchinson
was clocked at 1:03.88 to Balrd's
1:03.93.

Harrison's Kirk Radatx captured top
league honors In the 500 frea (4:58.48).

‘The win kept Salem’s WLAA record
perfect. The Rocka have never been

Ing aix scconds ahead of his nearest beaten In dual meet or league meet
competltor, competition.
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could carry the Spartans into the

Livolnia Frankiin regional.
Catholic -Central: The Shamrocks
have the beat player in the area [n John

Meclntyre. Mac leads the area In scor-
ing (27.5 points), and averages 8 assists
and 11 rebounds per game, And he's
only a junior, Unfortunately for CC, to
win the district, they will have to upset
elther Heary Ford or Borgeas (the
Shamrocks did beat the Spartans this

224300).

Livonla Cherchill: The Chargers
have been playing good basketball of
late, The players seem to flnally under-
stand their roles and Scott Hille, a
transfer from Redford St. , bas
given them a tremendous 1ift. Charchill
ais0 has the home court advantage. The
Chargers drew Franklln ia the first
tound. The Pats ripped them two weeks
ago. It Churchlll survives that gams,

are In the Canton district and have Sa-
lem [n the first round. It's a tough
draw, but the Rockets are very capable
of beatlng the Rocks, Marlo Grazulls,
Mike Baydarian and Jeff Hawley have
steadily improved throughout the sea-
son, While many teams have faded
toward the end of the season, Gordie
Davia’ crew seems to be hltting stride
right now. If thoy do get by Salem, they
will bave to beat rival Wayne — a
teamn that has defeated the Rockets
twrice this season.

Plymoath Canton: The Chlefs are en-
Joying thelr ‘most successful season,
Unfortunately, they drew Wayne in the
{lrst round of the dlstrict, Still, if the
Zebras don't come to-play, Mark Ben-
nett, Gary Thomas and company will
beat them, Just ask Salem and Steven-
son, The Chiefs, a small team, have
held thelr own agalnst thelr taller
Western Lakes focs. But Wayne is

they will meet Stevenson In the semis,
‘The district champlon will t-likely
emerge from that game,
North Parmington: The Ralders are
young and they are forever improving.
After a 1-6 start, they have won eight
of 11 games, Sopbomore Rick Anderson
bas blossomed nto a consistent scorer
e
[ physical ¢, plus be
possesses a soft ahooting touch, Stave
Bambach can be deadly from the per-
Imeter and point guard Rick Pennala
brings all the pleces together for Tom
Negoshlan's team. To win the district,
though, they will Bave o upsct the host
team — Southfield, .
Redford : The Eagles have
& great shot at getting into the Oak
Park district champlonship game.
they do, however, they will probably
have to deal with Oak Park, one of the
mm%hmmmmm;mvu
ty tough assignment. Coach Gary
Fralick and tho Eagles put together 3
fine scason desplie losing talents
George Slbel and Jim Weizs from last
year’s NSL title team,
‘estland Jobn Glean: The Rockets,
Northwest Suburban Lesgue champe,

much more p Inside than the
most powerfol among Western Lakes
teams. .

Garden Qity: You bave to give Bob
Dropp’s club & shot at thé Churchll! dis-
trict titte. In fact, all five teams have a
shot at [t That says something about
the quality of the Churchil] district,
doesa't [t? Scott McCloskey, though, is
one of the area's top players averaging
20 points and 11 re! per game.
He could carry the Cougars through
this distrfct.

Livonia Bentley: The Bulldogs have
pot enjoyed much success this season,
But, Tom Niem| has brought the team
a.long way slnce December. Guard
G b EF i

T pose lems for the op-
poaltion. In the mprm Churchill dis-
trict, Bentley could emerge. .

Livonia Frasklty: Jim Melotyre's
team hay suffered much the same fate

part,
Dave Carravallah and Mike Wil-

plas

But, for the most they have strug-
gled.

kins are the Patriot keys, *

Westland John Glenn, the North-
'west Suburban basketball champions,
avenged Jts only league loss Friday
night as senlors Jefl Hawley and
Marlo Grazulls scored 17 and 15, re-
spectively, to ‘beat visiting North
Farmington.

Grazulls, a 8-foot-8 center, grabbed
12 rebounds, while reserve forward
Todd Stein contributed nine polnts.

Leading 33-28 at the half, the Rock-
18 (13-8) blew things wide open with
a 16-8 outburst in the third perfod.

North, which enters dlstrict play 8-
10 overall, got elght points from Dean
Temple,

HARRISON 63, NORTHVILLE 61:
Harrison coach Mike Teachman won
for the first time Friday at Northville
thanks to 24 points and flya nssists
:mm senlor polnt guard Brian Hle-

ey.

North center Bob Chwalik has tho ball tpped from his grasp by John Glenn's Mike Baydarlan.
T routed the Raiders, 74-44.

North blown away,
Hawks best Stangs

basketball

The Hawks erased a 13-point first-
half deficlt to raise thefr meason
record to 8-13,

Hickey scored half of his polnts In
the flnal period and went 6 for 8 from
the frec throw line down the atretch.

Jobn Mlller, who played an out.
standing defensive game, contributed
13 polnts and 12 rebounds. Dave
Quarles added 10 for the winners,

Northville, 11-9 overall, got 24
polnts from 6-6 senlor Steve
Schrader. i

“It was a great comeback from
high-character people,” sald Teach-
man. *“It waa a supreme effort. Ev.
erybody contributed.

LARAY CARUSO

“We kept coming after them, play-
ing man-to-man defense most of the
ay.

W.L, CENTRAL 57, FARMING-
‘TON 50: The Falcons were beat at the
iree throw line Friday night as the
hgt Vikloga made 15 of 24 from the
sl

pe. N

Farmington was a paltry 2 of 8,

The Falcons, nuueom:-yu-‘l In the
final perfod, got 13 points from Tim
Carruthers and t1 from Bl Robin.
son, .

Tom Cummlngs and Scott Norris
each notched 14 for Walled Lake,

“Coming off our game with Plym-
outh Salem (a 68-40 losy), I was
pleased with our effort,” sald Farm-
ington coach Rich Roy, whose team is
3-17 overall. “We played hard, but of
course, we were glving up a couple of
loches*

Rusty Raiders beat Pais

A “rusty” North Farmipgton volley~
ball team atruggled but defeated Livo-

-nla Franklin Wednesday, 15-11, 10-15,

1512,

The Northwest Suburban League
champs badn't played & mateh in more
than a week, and coach Sandy Lubien.
lecki sald it showed.

“We were very tusty from the layoff,
I was 30 afrald we weren't golng to get
Wedoesday’s match in, either, after
bearing the school closings,” she sald,

She didn’t want & rusty Ralder con-
togent entering the district tourna-

ment at Birmingham Groves last week.
\

’

end, (Details of the dlstrict will be in
‘Thursday's Farmington Observer.)

DONNA KONJAREVICH, & junior,
rescued the Ralders In the last regular
season home match for the sealors.

“If It weren't for Donna, we'd be In
trouble, The senlors were off," Lublen-
fecki sald. “She really held the grou;
together, She played well all-aroun
She didn't miss & ball and bad 10 excel-
lent digs. Her passes wero tight on
100."

Senior Mary Kozicki was on also,

J

nalllng 20 of 22 splkes with flve aces.
Linda Rennard made flve kcy blocks,
a

North (8-1 In league and 24-7 overall)
will end Its NSL season at John Glean
tontght. The match s the make-up of
last Monday's snowed-out affalr.

FARMINGTON HARRISON was
onsted from district tournament con-
tentlon by Birmingham Marion Thurs.
day, 15-8, 15-3, In & pre-district contest.
Marion wiil take on Farmington Satur
day at Groves.




