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Walled Lake nips program for the poor

Walled Lake School District’s Head
Start program, for preschool children
in low Income famllies, will be termt-
nated In June, the school board declded
layt week.

Although solvent Its frst three years,
the Head Start program was faced with
financial difficultles this year.

“Federal funding for Head Start has
not Increased, but program coats
bave,” sald Ilugh Davies, din:clm- of el-
ementary education.

Hlead Start i3 a 2%-hour program
four days a weck for prekindergarten
children. Program cligibillty is deter-
mined solcly on the basis of famlly in-
come.

A morning and an afternoon pro-
gram take place at Decker Elementary
School, each serving 15 students. Dub-
lin Elementary Schoo) holds a morning
class, which also serves 18 youngsters.

Davles noted that 120 chlldren were
cligible for the program this year,

AT LAST WEEK'S meetlng, Davies
asked the board for $6,000 In general-
{und dollars to support the program for
the balance of the school year. The
$6,000 would cover a projected pro-
gram hudget deficit of $3,000, a teach-
er salary deficit of $700, an additional
$1,650 for supplles and about $900 to
restore the program to a flve-day

week,

‘The board denied the request in a &1
decislon with Trustee Bonnie Venzke
voting no. Board President Marlo Tozzi
was absent,

Davles noted the budget shortfall
was duc to a decrease In 1934 federal
funding. In June, the Qakland Livings-
ton Human Service Agency (OLHSA)
tnformed the district It would receive
$41,240 in federal funding and $13,146
In nog-federal funding. Thia allocation
teft the program with a projmled defi-
cit of $3,000.

SAMI ALAM, dircctor of plansing
and cvaluation, informed OLHSA the
district eould not absorb the shortfall,
but the agency refused to relmburse
the program for the difference between
projected cost and Its allocation of fed-
eral dollars.

In additlon, OLHSA officials earlier
this month sald they could not allocate
an additional $1,000 to cover a short.
fall in the budgeted amount for tegcher
salaries.

*When you look at the beneflt of the
program and the comprehensive man-
ner in which it is implemented, this is a
very nominal amount {to pay from the
general fund),” OLHSA Head Start
Project Manager John Cocelolone sald
Inaletter to the district.

Clarenceville petitions available

Petitions arc now available for those
Clarenceville resldents who wish to run
for election to the Clarenceville Board
of Education. There will be two seats
up for clectlon.

Persons may obtaln petitions from

Geraldine Ketly, secrotary to the su-
perintendent, at the Board of Educa-
tion Office, 20210 Middlebelt Road,
Livonia.

Completed petitions are due back in
Kelly's ofilce no later than 4 p.m. on
April 9,

. the program more rapidly,”
1d.

Complicatlng the issue, Davies sald,
ia the district’s non-compliance with
regulations from state Department of
Social Setvices, requiring adult monl-
tors on school buses carrying 4-year-
old children,

Davies sald the district tried to save
money by having parest voluntcers
perform thls task. However, thelr coop-
eration has not been consistent enough
to satisfy the state, he sald.

- The district has boen given 80 days
to comply with the requirement.,

Davies sald be will ask OLHSA to
provide the money to hire volunteers to
monltor the uses that transport
Head Start chlldren. If OLHSA will not
provide the extra meney, Davies sald
he will glve parents the ultimatum of
ronitoring Lhe buses or removing thelr
child from the program.

If the latter recommendation does
not meet state approval, OLHSA “may
wish for us to excuse oursclves from
Davles
sald.
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VENZK.B SUGGESTED the board
fund the program for the of
the year with $3,000 from the general
fund to cover the program's projected
deficit, but her motfon died for tack of
support.

“We need to address our prioritles
before we start committing funds,”
said Trustec Patricia Jackman, noting
that federal funds for other programs
also have been reduced, and there will
be additional demands on the general
fund If other federal programs are to

continu

Jackman xum;ulcd the ndml;ﬂ:lm-

in federal support and potentlel impact
on the geaeral fund.

THE BOARD approved her recom-
mendatlon §-1 with Trustee Merlin
Roeds voting no.

get all these programs started, now
they're going to dump them on us”
Trustee Kenneth Tucker sald.

* After approving Trustee Robert Coo-
per’s suggestion to conclude the Head
Start program in June — at no cost to
the dlsl.ric:;is geaceral fund, if pos:lbln

*With !cderal dollars
maybe we need to get out of these pro-
grams altogether,” Reeds sald.

“The federal government helped us
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