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FoX video
eyes move
to Livonia

By Gary M, Cates
and Joanno Mallszewski
stalf writer

CBS/Fox Video Co. plans to move its operatlons
from Farmington Hills and may buy one of the tast
large Industrial sltes in Livonia.

‘The purchase of the vacant land, 83 acres on Sev-
en Mile cast of Haggerty, is contingent on Llvenia
City Councll approval of property tax rellef.

The company's current facility — 23705 Industri-
al Park Drive in Farmington Hills ~ conslsts of
five buildings, cach housing a different aspect of
the operation.

Favorable actlon on CBS’ request for a 12-ycar
50-percent property tax break wlll Increase Livo-
nia’s chances of attracting CBS/Fox Video from
Farmlngton Hills, sald Dan Gilmartln, Livonla’s In-
dustriat development coordlnator.

WHENEVER AN industrial plant leaves a city,
It is common practice to get a release from the
communlty, Farmington Hills City Clerk Floyd
Cairns said.

“They couldn't get a blg enough plece of acreage
here,” Cairns sald.

Oakland County Economic Development Corpo-
ratlon {(EDC) also has been trying to find the firm a
large cnough location so CBS/Fox Videe would stay
In the county, he added.

If the Llvonla City Councli grants the tax break
and CBS decldes to move to Livonle, Farmington
Hills would have to concur in Jettlng the company
leave, he said, .

When ‘asked what Farmiogton Hills’ tax loss -
would be If CBS/Fox moves, Calms satd he
wouldn't know without some research, Frederick
Feblauer, CBS/Fox vlce president and general
manager, also was uncertaln of the tax loss. CBS/
Fox owns three buildings at the slte and rents the
others.

“THERE WON'T  be any abrupt change.”
Fehlauer said, CBS/Fox intends to find tenants for
the facllities before it moves out of town, he sald.

The Livonla City Council has sct a March 28 pub-
lic hearing to cons{der establlshment of an industr-
al development distriet under Public Act 198, The
law was established to attract new business into

and to existing to
cxpand operations. Once a distrlet is established,
the council ean consider the actual abatement.
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Stavo Wild checks the video equipment used to tapo commorcials at CBS Fox VI-
deo in Farmington Hllls.

Motel concept
stumbiles at
first hearing

By Joanne Mallszewak|
staff wrlior

A proposal to bulld another motel In
Farmington Hills was blocked In |ts
first attempt at approvat.

Farmington Hllls planning commis-
sloners have recommended denying a
request to rezone property for a pro-
posed 112-unlt motel behind Bl Cook
Bulck. "

*'You can't rezone for a speclfic use,”
sald Hal Rowe, city zoning supervi-
sor. “You can't rezone on the cond

“‘The traffic situation
out there is such that
putting a hotel out
there would cause a lot
of problems.’
~-Dawn Phiilips
Holiday inn attorney

requested the zonlng change, he told

of putting a motel on it.”

Following a public hearing Feb, 186,
planning commissioners voted 61 to
deny the request to rezone the property
at the terminus of Freedom Road and
Halsted, from lght Industrial to B-3,
the “most llberal of commercial
zones,” Rowe said. Ben Marks voted
against denying the request,

The proposed motel’s backers, Bill
Cook, John Turmala and Jerry Abel of
Sheraton Oaks hotel in Novi, In mld-
January requested the zone change spe-
clfically for the development of a mo-
tel.

Although the request s scheduled ta
be consldered by the city councl on
March 18, Rowao sald one of the motel's
backers on Tuesday requested a
month's postponement. _

IN RECOMMENDING to deny the
request, commissioners indicated that
rezoning the land from light Industrial
to commerclal would:

® conflict with the city’s master
plan for future land use;

@ represent “spot zoning™ {a light
industrial zone would be on cither side
of the motel);

® add to the existing trafflc conges-
tlon In the Grand River-10 Milc area;

© be “completely out of characier
with existlng uscs in the area.”

Cook sald he preferred to avoid dis-
cussing the proposed motel until “some
unique problems” are solved. He would
nat speclly what thosc problems are.

Rowe, however, sald that when Cook

planning the proposed
motel would be something "between a
Holiday Inr and Red Roof Inn con-
cept.

“He {Cook) has an option on it,"
Rowe sald, referring to the property
behlnd Cook's dealership and adjacent
to the nearby Industrlal park,

During the public hearing, both
Dawn Phlllips, Holiday Inn attorncy,
and Cralg Ingold, Red Roof Inn gencral
manager, asked planning commission-
ers to deny the rezoning request,

“The traffic situation out there is
such that putting a hotel out there
would cause a lot of problems,” Phil-
lips said, adding such a factllty would
only further congest traffic.

“Candldly, competition doesn't wor-
ry them (the Hollday Inn managers),”
she continued.

Phillips, however, also satd that un-
ilke the Holiday Inn, the proposed mo-
tel would not offer a restaurant or ban-
quet facilities. Such facillties would
only further zdd to traffle congestion,
she sald,

Although “they (planning commis-
sloners) didn't doubt that a motel wil!
be butlt,” Rawe sald, concern was ex-
pressed that once the property is re-
zoned, any type of commercial business
could be built, such as a fast-food res-
taurant, If plans for the motel were to
fall through,

But clty planning consultant Claude
Coates sald that If the property Is re-
zoned, whether a motel is bullt or not Is
irrelevant, More Importantly, the pro-
posed rezoning does not conform with
the city’s master land use plan,

Police officials urge child abuse report

By Digne Galo
stalf writer

“1 know there Is one hell of a lot
more than s being reported,” sald
Charles Lee, Farmington pubtle safety
officer.

Neglecting to report susplcions of

chlld abuse could result In the young.
ster’s death, according’to police offl-
clals, .

“Natlonal statlstlcs say that If you go
back for more than one call a year, and
the chlld Is under five, then there fs o
good chance that the child {s dead,” ac-
cording to Sgt. Richard Murphy of the
F: Hills police dep:

. “More than 50 percent of the people
abused (natlonally) are under 7 years
old,” he continued.

Although statistles In the area are
low when compared to ather communi-
ties, some police officials belle.s the
problem Is worse than the numbers
show.

During 1983 the Farmington Hills
pollce department received 14 child
abuse reports. There were seven re-
ported in Farmington.

AFTER FURTHER lnvestlgation
all proved to be valld calls. Child abuse
cases for this yoar have yet to be com-

But last year there were three criml-
nal arrests of persons found gullty of
child abuse in Farmington Hills, None
were reported in'Farmingten.

“H you suspect a child Is belng ne-
glected or abused, don't talk yourself
out of calling the police,” Lee sald.
“Ibe kid is the only onc ending up

S ——————

oral quarrel

The United State Scnate i3 deallng
with an emotionally-charged issue
these daya — whether to approve a
constitutional amendment that would
allow publie prayer in schools, A two-
thirds approving vote of tie Senate
bo needed before that.could
-happen,”

* Senators bave sald that thelr majl
"and phone calls have been running 80
percent In favor, Soms rellgious
Broups, however, believe that it would
be unwlse to have an amendment to

How do you stand
on prayer dispute?

allow achool prayers.
Today's Oral Quarrel question is;

WHAT IS YOUR STAND ON AN

MENT WHICH WOULD AL-

LOW PRAYER IN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS?

To answer thiy question, call us at
477-5498 anytlme before 1 p.m. Fri-
day, March 9, To see how your nelgh-
bors facl about this issue, please look

in Monday's Farmington Observer,

o

being the loscr if you don't."”

Police officlals report that many
people neglect reporting an incident,
becaue they fear identifleation. Howey-
er, the fdentlty of the person making
the report won't be disclosed, aceord-
ing to Publlc Act 238 of 1975,

The police department doesn't even
ask the name of the person making the
report.

“'People tend not to want to get In-
volved, however, more people do re-
port now than they had in the past,”
sald Murphy.

The police departments work closely
with the Oakland County Department
of Soclal Services dlvision of Protec-
tive Scrvices when a report is made on
suspected child abuse,

“It's any adults respansiblity to re-
port child abuse,” Lee said. “All you

are doing Is trylng to direct the
right kind of help to the parent.”

Police officers are required to make
a verbal report with the DSS withla 24
hours alter they recetve the Informa-
tion. The pollce departments also fol-
low-up with 2 written report after 72

urs,

Qften the officer goes with the soclal
worker (o the family’s home to deter-
wine if there is obvious proof that a
child has been abused or neglected,

IF THE officers believe the children
are in immediate danger they have the
authority to remove them from the
home. The soclal workers must obtaln
a court slgned warrant before they
take such action.

However, taking the child out of the
home is consldered the last resort in

most cases.

“The prinelpal concern is that the
risk be removed from the child," ac-
cording to Dave Goodrich, DSS eommu-
nlty sevice representatlve.

""The soclal worker could petition to
have the chlld removed from the home,
but it's one of the last things that the
worker tries to do,” Goodrich sald.

Soclal workers flrst opt to work with
the abuser by offering psychiatric or
other types of treatment and advisory
type classes.

“Maybe the parent doesn't know how
to care for the child, and it's a matter
©of education,” Goodrich sald.

Police officlals report there isn't a
typical description of an average child
abuser. Abusers are found in all races,
professlons and Income levels.
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Locals follow prayer issue
with wait-and-see feeling

By Joanne Maliszewsk|
stalf writer

Aa the US. Senate this week began
debate on a proposed constitutional
amendment allowing prayer In publle
schools, Farmington School officlals
are following a walt-and-see attitude.

“It may be an Issue {for the dlstrict)
down the road. It’s not an issue right
now,” sald Jack Inch, school board
trustee. “I don't think it would be an
lssue unless iU's law."*

Scnators are discussing “the question
of allowing verbal prayer In the {pub-
lic) schoots,” zaid Ken Nakamura, leg-
islatlve assistant for Rep, Willlam
Broomfleld, R-Blrmingham. "All the
provisions say it's voluntary,”

The proposed constitutional amend-
ment (a blll sponsored by Sen, Strom
Thurmend, R-South Carollna) would re-
verse a 22.year-old Supreme Court de-
cislon banning offlcially sponsored
prayer In the publle schools,

THREE BILLS, reported out of the
scnate judiclary commitiee last week,
would atlow praycr in all public build-
ings, The Thurmond proposal {SJ Res.
73} allowlng “vocal” prayer is similar
to President Ronald Reagan's prayer
amendment, minus a stlpulation en-
abling the government to wrlte the
verse,

"“What you may end up with are 30
students in a classroom all saying their
own prayers out loud,” sald Dlane

N

Krawiec, admlalstrative assistant to
Sen, Donald Rlegle Jr., D-Michigan.
"The Supreme Court sald the govern-
ment can't suppert a partieular relig-
jous practice,” she added. “But there Is
na law prohibiting school prayer, This
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The office of R.E. Tent, P.C. was
happy with the succass of tho
Obsorver & Eccantric HELP
WANTED-Dental Medicat Clas-
slified ad placad. “So many calls
wao couldn't handle them alllt”

ts writiog an for
that lsn’t disallowed.”

The Hateh amendment {SJ Res. 212)
permlits a moment of sitent prayer or
meditation and gives religions groups
access to publie buildings.

The Baker proposal (S Res. 218)
goes a step further, altowing sllent or
vocal prayer in publie buildings.

Lawmakers, however, aren't certaln
if the amendment would promote
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