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Kuhn sues Young over sewage plant prices

’ By Kathy Parrish
siatt writor

While state scnators, Coleman A.
Young and George W, Kuhn were op-
poscd on mosat Lssues,

Now Detrolt's mayor and Oakland
County’s draln commlssloner, respec-
tively, they agaln are on opposite sides,
this time In a lawsult stemming {rom
the controverslal Vista Disposal case.

On behalf of resldents of throe sew-
age disposal dlistricts — Clinton-Oak-
land, Evergreen-Farmington, and
Southeastern Gakland County — Kuhn
Thursday filed suit in U.S. District

Court against the cily of Detroit,

KUHN'S COMPLAINT alleges that
the Detrolt Water and Sewerage De-
partment (DWSD) unlawlully inflated
prices for transportlng, treating and
disposing of the districts” sewage,

To be heard by Judge George E.
Woods, it 1s based on the U.S. vs, Beck-
ham, or Vista Disposal, case. In It, the
U.S. district attorney proved a conaplr-
acy to bribe 1 DWSD employee to ob-
taln sludge and scum hauling and dis-
posal contracts.

Other defendants in Kubn's suit jn.
clude Young, who adminlsters the De-

trolt Waste Water Treatment Plant;

former DWSD director Charles Beck.

ham; disposal companles Vista, Michl-

gan, Wayne, Wolverine and Wolverine

Disposa)-Detroit; and several Individu- -
als assoclated with thosc flrms,

“This is the single most Impartant Is-
sue F've been involved In In 25 years of
public Ilfe,” sald Kuhn, who was also
Berkley mayor and a state senator rep-
resenting West Bloomfleld. *

“I’s not sexy or glamorous; It's sew-
er water. But our goal I8 to clean up the
Great Lakes waterways at the lowest
possible cost.”

A spokesman for Young said the

mayor isn’t commeating on the Jlawsult
untll city attorneys have examined the
complaint. i

IN THE WORKS for about three
months, the law suit was in

Kuhn zald there was concern that
‘Young would find out about the actlon
and file hls own sult on behalf of
southeastern Michigan residents.

"We fcel Oakland County Is better

against the resolution, which was ap-
proved by 20 others present. Both Wal.
ter Moore and Hubert Price Jr. op-
posed [t on the bases of the speed and
naming of fellow Democrat, Young, as

February to Qakland County commls-
sloners during thelr party” caucuses,
Kuhn wanted to meet privately with
the board on the subject but ¢1d not be-
cause such a meeting must be open to
the publle.

So commissloners did not get futl de-
talls until Thursday when they were
asked to quickly approve & resolution
authorlzing the elvit lawsuit,

prep: and more ads canrep-
resent the rate payers,” Kuhn said. He
alse asked tY

a
“Ordinarlly, with a matter of this
there's time to make its

committees for speedy approval.be-
cause of a time limlt for flling agalnst
a deceased defendants® estate. “'Once
thls becomes publle, we have to move
wlth dispatch.”

BUT TWO Pontiac commissioners

way through commlitted,” explained
Price, who leads the Democratle
caucus. “And as I understand It, the
mayor of Detrolt has not been Indicted.
I oppose linking the mayor In the ab.
sence of Indlctments.”

My oplnion ls that Coleman was cx-
onerated,” Moore added.
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