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Jordan Hateh, the man who hay lIed
the North Farmington girls swimming
fcam to four Northwest Suburban
League swim titles in five years, will
not return as coach next year,

Hateh said he was given an ultima-
tum by the district adminlstration —
elther resign or be fired. He has re-
signed.

Farmington athletlc dlrector Ron
Holland agreed that Hatch was piven a
choice by the administration.

“He went through some
tive evaluatlons,” Hollend sald of
Hatch. "It was suggested to him that ho
loak at the total program and make a
decislon whether he should go on as
caach, or not. He obviously felt he was
better off to reslgn.”

PAT DUTHIE, the man Hatch re-
placed as glrls coach flve years ago,
will likely replace Hatch. Hatch had
also replaced Duthle as North Farm-
Ington's boys swim coach three years
ago, but Duthle returned to take over
that post this scason, .

Because Duthle teaches in the school

- distrlet, and because he is an cxperi-

“enced swim coach, he was able to
bump Hatch from the job. Hateh docs
not work In the district and, thus, Is not
pratected by the district's polleles.

According to Holtand, Hatch's abllity
a3 a swim coach was not a factor in the
adminlstration’s evaluation,

“There’s a lot more to coaching than
wins and losses,” Holland said.

Apparcntly, Hatch had some fallings
in performlog some a trative
tasks. Hatch admits his shortcomlngs
In that area, .

“When I started out, I was fresh out
of college,” Hatch said. “I made some
mistakes out of my own Immaturity
and lack of experlence. There was no
one there to teack me the ropes, Along
the line, I've adapted to some of thase
things and therc are some that [ ha-
ven't. In that aspect, It's my own fault.*

SOME, OF the area’s Hatch may
have been lacking in, he sald, were in
equipment organizatlon, locker room

and atlve
paperwork. He atso sald ke had a tend-
ency to use improper language around
his swimmers and that angered the ad-
ministration,

“I bad slip ups In my language, like
when I get upset or something, And
what coach docsn't? Also, some of my
Ideas dldn't go over too blg with some
of the parents,” he said.

Hatch said he felt there was a lack of
communlcation between the adminis-
tration and himself because he worked
outslde the school. He also feels that
many of the mlstakes could have been

wim coach
atch resigns

avolded with better communlcatlon.

“You know, I dldn't have a Ron Hol-
land around when I started to teach me
the ropes. | had a lot of questions then,
but I flgured that wasn't the right time
to be asking them. So, I kept my mouth
shut,” Hatch sald,

Hatch sald he wasn't aware of how
tenuous his position would be at North
when he took the job.

“WHEN 1 hired in, nothing was sald
to me that Pat Duthie could come back
any Une he wanted. After I was hired,
Clayton Graham (North principal) told
me that if Pat wanted back in the job
was his,” Hatch said,

When asked If he held any bad feel-
ings for North Farmington, Hatch
wasn't sure how to answer.,

“As far as the kids go, you know, 1
love them. I have been with them for
four years and I'll continue to help
them and do things for them when they
ask.

“But, I've fearned some things from
this. I've learned from my immaturity
and my mistekes, I've learned that
there is more things to worry about in
coachlng than just the kids. I could be
Feal bitter, You know, when a guy just
quits three or four years ago and then
comes back. But, I told mysell I
wouldn't be that way. Thls hurts. I'm
Just golng to try and understand it all,”
Hatch sald,

Hateh, who will be getting married
In July, has had asslstant coaching of-
fers from Livonia Stevenson and John
Glenn, He isn't sure of his next move.

“I know I'm not mature enough yet.
But, I'll keep learning. I ati)l want to do
whatever I can to help turn young kids
into young adults. I Jike to help them
grow,” Hatch sald.

Observer’s best

Dave Hovey of Farmington was namod the
aroa’s bast wrestler in his 98-pound welght

tured on page 2C.

class. The entire All-Area wrastling team in foa-

Pioneers narrow coach
candidate list to 5 hopefuls

And then there were five,

The st of candidates for the basket-
ball coaching posltion at Oakland Unl-
versity has been pared down to o final
five, according to sources. A commlt-
tee of QU coaches and faculty, appoint-
ed by athletle director Dr. Paul Hart-
man, has interviewed four of the final-
Ists and will reach a declslon on the
new coach by the end of this week,

The last person (o be interviewed
was belleved to be Dick Bennelt, a
leading candidate and esach at the Uni-
verslty of Wisconsin-Steven's Point,

where Hartman served as AD before
coming to Qakland Jast June, Bennett’s
team stlll was playlng in the NAIA
tournament this past weckend.

Three other candldates are Tim
Domke, currently the coach at Orchard
Lake St. Mary; Greg Camp, an asslst-
ant coach at Toledo University, and
Walt Studinger, an asslstant coach at
OU last scason.

Domke has coached St. Mary since
varslty college basketbatl was re-Intro-
duced there six years ago. In five years
of NAIA play, the Eagles have reached

the post-season tournament thiee

times. They were eliminated from this

season's tourney by Hillsdalo last Mon-
.

Camp's Toledo team was playing In
the Mid-American Confercnce tourncy
over the weekend.

The coaching position became open
when admiristratlon officlals declded
not to renew Lee Frederick's contract
after the recently concluded season,
QU flnished the year 13.14, lesing Its
last slx games,

— CJ. Risak

Warriors win 3 OT affair

By Marty Budner
staft wrlter

It was onc of those classic Brother
Rice-Lahser basketbatl confrontatlons,

And, as usual, Brother Rlce won.
And, as usual, it wasn't easy.

In fact, the state-ranked Warriors
needed triple overtime to dispose of a

can to stop B.J. Armstrong (10).

Knlght team that just refused to be tak-
en for granted. The 67-08 Rice victory
was wltnessed by more than 700 chilled
spectators at the Southfleld-Lathrup

gym.

Ironically, Nick Contl, the former
Lahser coach, was on the losing end of
most of those Rice-Lahser mateh ups.
This time Contt was the winner and

' Lahser's Bteve Sack (30) and Joh ]

B Y

Mike Fedlo, who took over for Contl three years
2go, the disappolnted loser.

“It was like deja-vu out there, It was back to the
days of when men were men and boys were boys,”
sald Rice coach Nick Contl, whose team opens re-
glonal play Tuesday night at Ferndate High School
against Southfield.

“Whep Rice and Lahser played basketball, we
waged knock-down, drag-out games. That was the
way It was tonlght. It was good to be on the winning
end of a Lahser-Rice game.

“When I was at Lahser we played Rice 10 or 11
times, and we only won once,” he 2ald, *And most of
them were very tough games. I know how they
feel”

Most people had Rice penclled In as distelet
champlons before the state-playolf district tourna-
ment began. Fedio dldn't believe It and nelther did
his players,

THE KNIGHTS controlled most of the first hatf
by putting pressure on the Rice guards, changing up
defenses and teying to “push™ the ball up court
whenever possible, Lahser attempted to use its
qulckness to wear down the taller Warrior squad.

It was a very cffectlve game plan.

“I think maybe we had a Hitle more Incentive
because we were up against the ‘Goliaths’" said
Fedlo, whose team flnished the season wlth a 17-4
overatl record,

“Sometimes we look a llttle unassuming out there
on our front line, but they can play with a lot of
incentive,” he sald, “We just played super, and it
was there to be had.”

Indeed it was. .

Lahser could have pulled off one of the arca’s
glgantic upsets ever in regulatlon time,

With just four seconds left and the game tied at
50, senlor guard Mike Davis had plcked up a loose

-ball after a mlssed shot by teammatg Matt Lewry,
He was fouled and went to the free-throw ilne with
a chance to win the game,

Rice had called lime out to discuss strategy and

perhaps make Davis think a llitle more about hls
d: pp y. The teams re-
;:xl';:cd to the Linc and the referee handed Davls the

At that preciss moment, Rice’s Matt Dingens —
who's headed to the Unlverslty of Notre Dame on a
football scholarship — pulled off one of the classic
trick plays in high schoo? sports. He tapped Lowry
and motioned him to switch spots in the lane.

PLAYERS AREN'T allowed to move after the
referee hands the ball to the ahooter. Both Dingens
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and Lewry moved, and it was ruled a double-Jaf
vlotatlon. Davis had missed the shot, but It didn't
matter, .
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