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State champ |

Gy Brad Emona
stoff writer

This annual All-Area  Wrestling
Team brings out the best In each
welght class, but Catholle Central's Joe
Urso, the state Class A champlon at 167
pounds, is definitely The Elite among
the elite,

The CC standout leads this year's
team, sclected recently by the coaches,

“My kids are special, but this kid
(Urso) is special,” said CC coach Mike
Rodriguez. “He'd run five miles In
practice, go home and cat dinner,
study, and then run 15 on his own,

“He had caluses on his hands from
doing pull-ups = just a tremendously
dedicated athlete, I could talk about
him all night.”

Urso came out for wrestling at CC
after deciding he was too short to play
basketball (he's 8-foot-1).

“He wore braces as a freshman and
sophomore,” sald Rodriguez. “He'd get
hit in the mouth and be bleeding all the
time. His father was coneerned about
it, but he endured ali that.”

URSO also excels in the classroom,
carrying a 3.46 grade-polnt average,

“He's very llkeable,” said the CC
coach. “There’s not a teacher In the
schoot who docsn’t have a kind word
about him. He's very Christian, He'd
pray before the matches, not to win,
but have the strength to do it.”

Urse, who holds a career record of

122-20, has been selected to wreatle Jat-.

cr this month in the Michigan-Ohlo dual
meet.

Purdue has already offered him a
full-ride scholarship, according to Ro-
driguez. Notre Dame and Michigan are
also Interested.

Joining Urso on the All-Area squad
are Dan Gibson of Westland John
Glenn and Mark Zenas of Livonia Bent-
ley, both of whom finished third In their
respective welght classes.

Here is a rundown of the first
teamers.

FIRST TEAM

Jim Malson, beavywelght, Plymouth
Canton: The Canton heavyweight was
26-13 as a junlor to go along with Indi-
vidual titles at the North Farmington
and Rochester Adams tnvitationals.

~Jim was much improved wrestler
aver last year,” said Canton coach Dan
Chrenko. “He wrestled well in the pres-
sure matches.”

Dave Hovey, 98 poonds, Farmington:
A state qualifier, Hovey placed fourth
ln the district and second In the rcglon-

to P

lord's Dave Harper. He won one o
three matches at the state meet.

The junlor also captured the Western
Lakes champlonship this scason and
finished with a 29-8 record.

Rick Glilfes, 105, Westland John
Glenn: A state qualifier, Glllles finlshed
the year with a 327 record.

The talented senior was sccond at
both the district and reglonal meets
and won the Plymouth Invitatlonal and
Northwest Suburban League ({NSL)
erowns.

“Rlck Ls the kind of young man every
coach wants on his team,” sald Glenn
cdach Tom Buckalew. “He works hard
and never complalns. He's a leader by
example.”

Dan Gibson, " 112, Westland John
Gleon: Third In Class A, Gibson scored
victories this season over two state
champlons en route to a 34-3 record.

He was first at Glenn Invitational
and was named MVP. The junfor also
won the Rocket Jnvitational, NSL, dis-
trlct and regional crowns.

*Dan has worked very hard alt year
and it paid off,” sald Buckalew. “He
should have an outstanding senlor
year.”

Mike Rossl, 119, Westland Jobn
Glenn: The senlor was a surprise fourth
at the state meet, pinning runner-up
Greg Ellis in the process,

Sporting a 37-10 season slate, Ross)
won the Salem Invitational and was
named MVP, He was second at the dis-
trlet and regional.

“Mike set his goals high,” sald the
Glenn coach. “He wanted to place in
the state tournament and worked to
that end throughout the ycar. Every-
thing came together for him at the
right time. Mike will be missed next
year.”

Abe Yaffal, 126, Livonla Bentley:

* Born in Yemen, Yaffat went undefeat-
cd unti) the state meet ((ocluding a tie -

with state champ Todd Snooks of Bir-
mingham Brother Rlce).

He wrestled at 119 at the state meet
after winning district and regional
crowns, The All-Area repeater also
won Invitational crowns at Wayne and
Schoolcraft.

He finlshed with a sparkllng 39-2-1

Joe Urso
Cathollc Contral
record for the season.

John Jeancotte, 132, Plymouth Sa-
lem: The Salem senlor captaln "was g
good leader for us on and off the mat.””

Jeannotte was second in the Western
Lakes Conference, district and reglon-
al. He also won' Invitational tittes at
Glenn, Wayne and Monroe.

For the year, Jeannotte posted a 32
10 record.

Tim Colllzs, 138, Plymonth Caaton:
Another All-Arca repeater, Collins was
an lmpressive four-year performer,
sporting a 119846 carcer record,

Thls secason, Colllns won titles at

Glenn, North F
Rochester Adams and captured the
Western Lakes ttle.,

The two-time state quallfier posted a
43-6 record en route to the state meet.

“Tim i3 an outstanding wrestler — a
naturat Jeader,” sald Canton coach Dan
Chrenko. “He's very coachable.”

Jeff Newton, 145, Redford Tharston:
An 11th grader, Newton won the NSL
title and was a Class B state qunluler .

Sporting a 27-11 record this scasor
Newton was second at both the dlstrlc(
and reglonal tournaments and won the
South Lyon Invitational,

“Jeff Is a finc athlete with 2 great
attitude,” said Thurston coach Tom
Melntosh. “He was a pleasure to coach
nnd we expect blg things In his senlor
yea:

Lahser falls to Rice in OT

Contlnued from Page 1

The referees called for a jump ball
and regulatlon time ended with the
teams stitl tied.

“Matt used that play when he was in
CYO ball In Chicago,” explalned Contl.
“We used that play three times. Once
when he was on the junior varsity and
twice since then. We've gotten double-
tane violations three times on that
play.”

Fedio sdw the play differently.

“I felt it was a bad call . but
there's nothing we can do nboul "
said Fedio. “You do what you have to
do to win. We can't change that call,
But, overall, I thought the refs did a
niee job.”

Rlce scored the game's first basket,
but Lahser reeled off the next six
polnts and Immedlately set the tone for
the rest of the game. The Knight front
Une handied liself very well against
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Rice's monster forwards like Dingens
(6-foot-6), Jeff Herberholz (6-7) and
Tim Ervin (6-6).

RICE HAD a 43-39 going Into the fl-
nal quarter,

Lahser received clutch baskets from
Steve Sack and Darren Munson to come
within one point, then went ahead 50-48
when Davls hit a three-point ptay with
1:36 left. Wheelock scored the game-
tylog basket on a tip In with 1:10 re-
malnlng,

The game went into overtime after
Dingen’s cerebral play at the foul line.

In the first avertime, Rlce scored
first on a palr of free throws from Er-
vin.

Rice started the second overtlme
with a palr of free throws from junlor
guard B.J. Armstrong, who {inlshed
with 16 assists and clght rebounds.
Sack scored on a short jumper to knot
the score at 54, then Kolp scored two

stralght haskets for a 58-54 Rice lead.
Lewry followed with a pair of free
throws and Davis scored a lay-up with
15 seconds left to send the game into Its.
third three-minute extra perlod.

‘The Warrlors' only basket of the fi-
nal overtime was from Dingens. But
Armstrong  contributed Sseven [free
throws, including the winning one with
Just 25 seconds left.
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Mike DiManno, 155, Catholic Cen-
tral: Tho senlor co-captailn finished
flfth in his weight class at the state
meet.

DiManno Is a two-tlme Catholle
League, district ang regional champ.
‘This season, he won invitational crowns
at Baitle Creck, Bay City and Mount
Clemens.

He carved out a 60-4 record with 38
plns. His carcer record was 132-43.

Joe Urso, 167, Cathollc Central: The
stato champlon was 62-2 (his season,
including 37 pins. He set season schoo)
records for most points (598) and most
wins (62).

He Is a three-time Catholic League
and two-tlme district champion. The
CC standout also captured five other ti-
tles during the season.

Mark Zenas, 185, Livonla Bentley:
Only a junlor, Zenas was a surprise at
the state meet, winning flve of slx
matches en route to third place.

Displaylng a 42-7 record, Zenas won
the Schoolcraft, Brother Rice and
Western Lakes Confercnce tltles. He
was third at the district and third at the
regional,

Dave Scott, 198, Livonla Charchill:
‘The senlor captaln excelled In the blg
meets, finlshing first in the Western
Lakes and Livonia Clty events. He
grabbed first at the Clarenceville and
Garden City tournaments.

By placing third in the dbtrlct. Scotl,
quallfled for the reglonal,

“Davld Is a very hard worker in
practice and very dedicated to the
sport of wrestling,” sald Churchill
coach Mlke Abdo.

SECOND TEAM

‘Heavywoight: Nick Varajon, CC.
90 Jott Condll. Cnn!oﬂ
Wil 3

bock,
Odd Gattonl, Canlo
nwar Yalfal, Bantloy.
moa Bonda, N, Farmington,
01t Gossor, N. Farmington.
o Dealarlals, Clarencevitla,
ndy Ward, Salem.
ol Lucas, John Glenn.
b Hazen, Forminglon.
rlan Hood, N, Farmington.
195 Marly Attounton, Bonlioy.

THIRD TEAM

Hoavywoight: Marc Cygan, Salem.
©98: Donla Damoron, Salem.

105: Salem Yalfol, Benlloy.

132: David Dameron, Solem.
118: Dan Jonkins, Stavenson.
128: Yom Mack, Gardon City.
132: Marshall Wiepert, Thursion.
138: Sam Karadsheh, Churchil.
45: Lory Janiga, Canton.

ruco Zak, Safen.

e Retting, Salom.

'aughn Viar, John Glenn.
m Scott Purr, Garden Cliy.
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Ptymouth Canton: Heath Smith, Scoft
Taskor snd Mike Graczyk.

Plymouth Salom: Rick Varshove, Ken
Frooman and Bl M

North Farmington; Mike Zosetic, Todd
Brown, Pat Leavy and Rob Bonda.

Gardon City: Roger Osior, Kc Howell,
Herbie Horgo, Pal Cyrus, ).hko Howel! and
Larry Comba.
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Dan Parilo, Darroll Tharnish
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