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By Diane Gale
stall writer

An organized crime ring, made up of
youths 16-20 years old from at least
seven communitics, is largely responsi-
ble for a recent surge in radar detector
thefts, according to arca pollce.

Officers in several communlties are
trying to curb the problem by tracking
the young eriminals.

“This {radar dctector thefts) has
grown to an extent where we are begln-
ning to put mere resources and time
into thls,” according te Tom Nelson,
West Blodbmlicld youth officer.

At least 34 youngsiers — from West
Bloomfleld Township, Scuthiield,
Farmlngton Hills, Birmingham,

Monday, March 18, 1964

Bloomficld Tuwxishlp. Franklin Village
and Novi — are suspected of belng in.
volved in the group, according to Ben
David, Frank]in Village detective who
complled many of the names.

Pollce are trylng to obtaln evldence
agalnst these youngsiers in connection
with the radar-detector thefts.

“We've been lueky In three different
cases where we (officers) were on sur-
velllance, and caught them In the act,”
David sald.

Eight youngsters were arrested [n
connectlon with these three cases, Da-
vidsaid,

“The kids that are canght wlill be ar-
rested,” David sald.

POLICE: ALSO HAVE linked clght

Tower boosters

see rejection §

for height bid

By Joanne Mallszawski
stat! wrlter

In their second unsuecessful bld In
slx years, amateur radlo operators
were glven thumbs down (n thelr’push

{0 change the clty's helght vestrictions

for antenna towers.

Followlng a publle hearing last
Thursday, plannlog commisstoners
wvoled 5-1 to recommend denial of a re-
quest to add antena towers to the xon-
Ing ordinance’s list of helght excep-
tlons.

Commission chairman Edgar Racdle
opposed the recommended denlal,
Commissieners Tom Duke Jr. and Rob-
crt Pratt abstalned.

Although falling to win the planning
commission's approving nod, radlo op-
crators silll have an epportunity to
convince Farmington Hllls officlals to
overturn  the planding commlasion's
recommendation.

THE CITY councll Is to

the radlo operators' request, represent.
atlves from most of the city'’s subdivi-
sions turned out for the public hearing
Thursday, Rowe said.

"“The place was packed,” Rowe said.
“Almost every subdlvlsion was present
and spoke.”

Subdlvhlon’midents nr‘gucd that the

current ZBA variance procedure Is the
best thing for nejghbors.

“We at least recelve notlfication so
we can object to or support (an issue),"
sald Vickl Hartshorn, Old Farm'Colony
Subldlvislon Assoclation president, who
led opposition among the clty's nelgh-
borhoods.

Changing the ordinance, Hartshorn
sald, would allow radio operators to
put up antcnnas swithout benefit of
nelghbor’s input,

Hut radlo operators have argued that
even though varlances have been
granted, “there exists no unlformly ap-
piled standard by which applicatlons
for variances are judged.”

consider the Issue at a pudlic hearlng
April 16, said Hal Rowe, dlrector of
zoning.

1{ the council overturns the plenning
commission's recommendaton, radfo
operators would be allowed to bulld an-
tennas to a maximum 75 feet. Current-
1y, ham operator towers are restricted
to 25 feel

In the past several years, however,
the zoning board of appeals (ZBA) has
granted'at least scven variances to ex-
tend antenna towers beyond 25 feet.

“The planning commission felt the
ZBA has been handling It (requests to
increase tower height) properly,” Rowe
sald, referring to the commission's rec-
ommendatlon last weck."That way the
ncighbors are notified of the hearings.”

In keeplng thelr promise to oppose

b also argued
agalnst extending the hetght of radlo
antennas without a vartance because of
aesthetics, the negative impact on sur-
roundlng property values and safety.

After the ham radio operators’ initial
request for an ordlnance change was
nixed by planning’ commissioners In
1979, they again raised the issue thls
past January by presenting the city:

Council membera voted to refer the
request, without recommendation, to
the planning commlssion. :

The council's referral allowed the
petitloners to bypass the planning com-
misslon’s $400 fee that pays the admin-
Istratlve costs for considering and

Farmington, Michigan

vehlcles that often are driven to the
crlme sites,

“We have thelr names and addresses,
and we're watching these people as of-
ten as we can,” Nelson said. “We origl-
nally thought these people were only
involved in radar-detector thefts, but
we're recelving information that' they
may also be Involved In other breaking
and enterlng cases.

A lot (radar detectors) arc sold at
the schools or through connections
made at the schools,” Netson added.

Weat Bloomfield High School, Ando-
ver High School in Bloomfield Hills,
Groves in Blrmingham, Southfleld/
Tathrup, Harrlson in Farmingten Hills
and Oakland University were clted by
Nelson as key places for the youngsters

Former Jimt Irwin

1o make selling connecélons,

In another case, a 16-year-old West
Bloomfield boy, who was arrested by
police tast Monday for stealing a radar
detector, may face a stiffer penalty
than he thought,

He was charged with recelving and
concealing more than $100 worth of
goods, Nelson has requested the Oak-
land County prosecutor's office try the
18-year-old as an adult.

“People wlill come out of a restau-
rant to find thelr window smashed, and
thelr property stolen,” Nelson sald, *I
think this is very scrious.”

WITNESSES SAY the West Bloom-
fleld youngster broke the window of a
1984 Corvetie and sole a radar detec-

p North Far
Council President Maria Fomin with a color photograph of himaelf.

Astronaut Irwin talks about glory
mismmiti® gnd excitement of walk on the moon

By Tom Basr
staff writer

Maybe you've been wondering . . .
Just haw astronauts take care of their,
ah, blological functions when they're
out on a space misslon,

Well, nobody asked him, but former

framlng an ordi

'}The winners

* high-tech solutlon was necded

Jim Irwin, who watked on
the moon 12 years ago as a member of
the Apollo 15 crew, had the answer last
Thursday morning when he addressed
an assembly of more than 700 North
Farmington High Schoo! students,

It was very simple, really, and no
. The

Apollo 15 astronauts wore diapers un-
der these space sults. .

“They gave us dlapers, but of course
they dldn't give us caough of them,”
said Irwin, causing a few chuckles in
the auditorium,

That spacc-age tldbit was one of
many that Irwin, now the head of a
quasl-religlous motovatlonal | group
called High Flight, dished up in his
three appearances In the Farmington
area last week,

The retired Air Force colonel spoke
at Nardin Park Methodist Church,
which sponsored his vislt, before facing
assemblies at North Farmington and

,Bootleggers’ fate

decided tonight

Farmington Clty Councll is
to decide the fnte of Bootleggers bar at
7:30 p.m. tonlght.

Based on (estlmony taken at two
public hearlngs held in early march,
the council will declde whether the
bar's Class C liquor license should be
renewed.

Bootleggers, 32305 Grand River, has
been facing the threat of liquor license

Vihatevor tho

to say, turn to pago 6A.

s caucus
_had tholr own opinlon on thic season’s political fest, They choso
-Gary Hart and Ronald Reagen aa thelr tavorlte candidates. Walter
Mondaslae rocolved only one vote. To sce what our Quarrelers had

t the Oral Q voters

since o report was publi-
clzed in February listing approximate-
iy 100 police-related Incidents In onc
year,

Among the complaints are alleged
Incldents of fistfights, urinating in the
parking lot, tr patrons shout-

ing tires and
honking horns.

But attorney Norman Farkat of
0

who rep!

owner Joe Asclone, sald two weeks ago
that “from the facts there's no justifi-
catlon to take his llcense away, and If
they do I'th tip my hat to them for thelr
guts,” Farhat added that a clty ordl-
nance regulating bar operations is un-
reasonable.

1t the councll denles Asclone's re-
quest to renew the bar’s liquor license,
Farhat said he will opt for a hearing by
the Michlgan Liquor Contro) Commis-
sion and subsequently take the case to
circult court. *

28 Pages

tor in the Maple-Orchard Lake Road
arca, The suspect was driving with a
passenger, who was dropped off before
the police caught up with the car,

“The nger’s name has come up
before, but the driver'a name hasn't,”
Nelson sald, He added that inveatiga-
tion still continues into the passenger’s
Involvement in the crime.

*“Wo're hoping to make other ar-

- rests,” Nelson 2aid referring to the
other 34 pallce suspects.

In another Incident, John Mayer of
Bloomfleld Township had his radar de-
tector stolen from his car in a shopplng
mall on Long Lake Road and Tele-
grap! <h 12,

“I' ked to 10 or 32 friends who

have had thelr detectors stolen within

A1 SeSarden Communt

uthful theft ring probed

“Twenty-Five Conts

the past six or 10 weeks, but they didn't
repart it to the police, because they
were elther embarrassed, or thelr In-
surance didn’t cover it,” Mayer said.

RADAR DETECTORS are used to
avold recelving speeding tickets. The
devices can spot police ofilcers who
are monitoring speed with radar. The
detectors are legal in Alichigan.

The detectors are being sold for $100
aplece or more. Theives opt for Escort
detectors, because they are the most
expenalve, Nelson said.

"There’s more money In this {ateal-
ing radar detectors) than in sclling
drugs,” he said. *With drugs you have
to buy {irst, and with these (detectors)
you just steal and sell.”

RANDY BORST/ataft pholographar

Irwin is shown saluting the American fiag on the moon,

Farmington Harrison high schools,

Following hls talk at North Farming-
ton, Irwin presented Student Council
President Maria Fomin with a color
photograph of a space-sulted Irwln sa-
lutlng an Amerlcan fiag with the moon-
scape and the Apollo 15 space craft In
the background.

Clad In a specially-designed “flight
suit” complete with Apollo 15 patchs
on the shoulders and silver brald on the
bill of the cap, Irwln deserlbed hls air
career from his days as a student pllot
on a Naval Academy blplane called
The Yeltow Peril to his Apollo 15 moon

He told how hls career almost ended
when the Taylor Craft plane he was
testlng crashed, resulting in two broken
legs and a loss of memory.

*The doctors told me I might never
walk right agaln, let alone fly air
craft,” sald Irwin, who turned 54 last
Saturday.

BUT IRWIN recovered and somehow
convinced the Air Force to give him
another chance (o fly —~ this time with
the emerging space program. “That

walk on July 26, 1971, Ploase turn to Pago 2
[ — — o
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