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Rache! Ward Is a tich girl and Jof Bridgoes is a football
player, who are lovers in tho adventure film, “Against All
Odds.”
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X the movies

7 - Dan
~ ' Greenberg

‘Against All Odds’
just hasn’t a chance

This seems to be the season for remakes, with virtually every
other film a new edition of an carlier model,

“Scarface,” “Unfaithfully Yours,” “To Be or Not To Be” and *The
Man Who Loved Women® quickly come to mind.

“Agalnst All Odds” is a remake of the 1947 “Out of the Past"
starring Kirk Douglas, Robert Mitehum and Jane Greer, who has
supporting role in the current relcase. I don't remember that film,
but it couldn't have been any worse than the present offering.

Somehow the current production has beaten the odds by turning
a good gangster story with splashy Californla settings, beautiful
Mexican location photography and a good cast into a boring, repet.
itlous film that never fulills the promise of its ingredients, Miss-
Ing was a sensible script clearly directed.

Jessle Wyler (Rachel Ward) Is a rieh but neurotic woman who
can't decide whether she wants to love crooked bookie-nightclub
awner Jake Wise (James Wood) or football star Terry Brogan (Jeff
Bridges). .

MOTHER WYLER (Janc Greer) s a wealthy real-estate de-
veloper and footballclub owner. She doesn't ke cither of her
daughter's lovers and has attorncy Ben Caxton (Richard Widmark)
~ who is really “Mr, Big* —~ take care of these and othier things,
like “fixing™ clty councll and cnvironmentalist objections to her
new real-cstate development.

Both principal, as well as supporting, roles are effective. Includ-
ed is Alex Karras who always docs well, particularly n football
roles, although onc might wish he hadn't shown up so quickly to
Interrupt the film’s hottest love sequence.

Certalnly any film with Rachel Ward Is golng to Jook terriflc.
She indlcates considerable acting potential but so far has been
restricted to pretty parts, such as Domino In “Sharkey's Machinc”
with Burt Reynolds,

Also on the looks level, there are attractive Mexlcan sequences
filmed in the anclent Mayan and Toltec ruins, never before used
for theatrical motion pictures.

If the Mexlcan Government had scrutinlzed the seript more
closely It might not have granted permission to fllm on those
sacred ruins. “Against All Odds™ certainly Is not a respectiul
monument to Mayan Civillzatlon. .

The very weak script and flabby dlrection drag thls productlon
down. Character motivation Is unelear and the actfon rambles in
what should be a tightly paced mystery-theiller that meanders
around for two pretty but boring hours,

“TANK,” ON THE other hand, Is not a remake of anythlng be-
cause no one In hls right, or wrong, mind would dream up such a
stupld movie twice.

Perhaps this was a left-over “Rockford Files™ sctlpt that the
network had the good sense to scratch, The film does exhibit tele-
vision characteristics: Intense action followed by relaxed Inter-
ludes, ly or inserts.

TV Emmy-award-winaing Director Marvin Chomsky (“Inslde
the Third Reich,” “Holocaust,” “Victory at Entebbe,” *Attica” and
several eplsodes of the origina) "Roots™) may know hls televison,
but TV's interruptive pattern doesn’t work well for twe hours on
the big sereen.

‘The hashed-up story includes a sadistic small-town Sheriff Bucl-
ton (G.D. Spi who turns Dukes-of-H; d silly near ‘the end,
and Sergeant-Major Zack Carey {James Garner), They destroy the
Jail and rescuc his son Blilly (C. Thomas Howell) from the prison
farm using a restored Sherman tank while wife LaDonna {Shirley
Jones) ralses media and political support.

There are serlous moments of sheriff-sadism Intermixed with
images of the "new™ Army, an imposslble motorcycle jump, a
weak attempt at father-son relatlonships shadowed by the gullt of
an clder son's death, blker heros, marching bands and 80 much
nonsense you wouldn't belleve.

may mix on

TIHS INAPPROPRIATE
with s concentration, but It

breaking the
doesn't work here.
However, if you enjoy "Mrs. Partridge” awearing while Rock-
ford squashes jails and shoots cars wlith his restored Sherman, go
see “Tank."
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in “Tank,” Jamaos Garner is Sergeant-Major Zack Caray,
who uses the force of a Sherman tank to got his way.

Excellent book

It occurred to me recently that it has
been a long tlme slnce thls column has
reviewed any new books. The reason,
alas, is too obvious, After a flurry of
finc wine books published between 1975
and 19797 the

details wineries .

used, name of Y
status, cost of certaln [ssues In natlonal
currency, and then glves a quick com-
mentary on each. Some of the descrip-
tions are of one sentence, some full

‘There have been fow, i any, to rcp'éﬂ.

Untll now, }

The glant, excellent release tbat
triggers all this i3 Hugh Jobnson's
“Modern Encyclopedla of Wine,”
(Simon and Schuster, N.Y., 1983). John-
son is author of the authoritative “The
World Atlas of Wine” {same publisher,
1971), the book that has been the map
guide to the wines of the world for so
long.

The new book does not replace the
carller. Indeed, it is rather light on
maps, though those in the l.‘urb: pages

are Rather, th P

Is a detalled listing, with highly intelll-
gent and comprehensive commentary,
of the winerics of the world, Johnson's
somewhat more general book, *Wine®
(published in 1974), Is also different for
it focuses on a discussion of wine re-
glons.

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA provides as-
tonlshing detail for most of the winer-
{ea dis : owners' names, acreage,
productlon In cases, grape varleties

In addltion, some major
winerles are glven onc page reviews,

‘The organlzation Is by nation and Is
conventional for the most part. But the
detall! Who else but Johnson knows
enough about Swiss wines to fill seven
pages, and his cight pages on South Af-
rican wlnes are probably more than
most of us need to know, And 15 pages
on Australia.

Where I felt reasonably competent to
cvaluate the natere and falrness of
Johnson's commentary was only in the
American section, and I found nothlng
of substance to quarrel with. He Is fair,
thorough and accurate. And
knowledgeable,

‘The book, at $29.95, is less than half
a case of decent wine. Ang the informa-
tion to bo had browsing through jt!

VICTOR HAZAN'S book, *Itallan
Wine™ (Knopf, N.Y., 1962}, has been
available for more than a year now.
Readlng and then rereading it, I contln-
ue to be impressed with its lucidity,
Not only 2 knowledgeable wine man,
Hazen is a flne writer, as well.” :

e Richard
-’~§ Watson

While geography Is consldered, the
orientation of the book Ls on wines and
wine-types. It moves from blg reds
through medlum range red wines, fol-
lowed by the light reds.

Then crisp whites are follawed by a
sectlon on {rulty whites. Sweet wines
(inish the major sectton. In addition
there are tengthy discusslohs of the
laws supporting Italian wine produc-
tion and the Inevitable dlscusslons of
tasting and serving rules. The maps are
competent, >

‘The narration Is the thing here, how-
ever. Hazen has been in the places he
writes of and expresses himself with
conviction and sympathy. He is not an
apologlst but an artlculate spokesman
for his subject.

THE THIRD book, “Winemaking In
Callfornia” (McGraw-Hil), 1983), is cs-
senttally a chronlcle of the people who

have made the Industry. The richest
parts of the book, which has a county-
by-county focus, are descriplions of
some of the foundlng glants, especially
in the mid and late 19th century.

Here arc names to be reckoned with:
Agoston Harasathy, Vallejo, Yount,
Lefranc, Jacob Schram, Charles Krug,
Jacob Berlnger, the Korbel brothers.
The authars, Ruth Teiser and Catherine
Harroun, also devote a full chapter to
the most difflcult era to grasp, when
Amerlca came away from Prohibition
and an Industry tried to right [tself,

The pletures are the most Interest.
ing, however. It is fascinating 10 see
shots of scenes and buildings from the
1880s that arc today. essentially un-
changed.

All In all, if you like to lcarn about
the people of wine and thelr historles, a
decent book. If nat, it can get a bit tedi-
ous as people-orlented histories can.

what’s at the movies

AGAINST ALL ODDS (R). Poorly scripted, weakly
dirceted, pretty-looking gangster story.

ANGEL (R). Do you care what drives a 14-year-old,
all-“A” student to night-time prostitution?

THE BIG CHILL (R). College friends from the

1980s sit around feeling guilty.

S i 2

BLAME IT ON RIO (R).

{riend's daughter.

acters.

CARMEN (R). Beautlfully choreographed dance
version of the opera. A veey mitd "R -
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chael Calne as man involved with his best

BROADWAY DANNY ROSE (PG). Woody Allen at
is best in warm comedy about New York char-

Comedy-romance wlth Mi-
Benson

HARRY AND SON (PG). Paul Newman and Robby

as.father and son who have nothing in

common,

HOTEL NEW HAMPSHIRE (R), Based on John Ir-
ving's best-seller about the oddball Berry fami-

ly. With Jodie Foster, Nastassja Kinski and Beay
Bridges,

LASSITER (R}). Tom Selleck as international jewel

thlef worklng for Scatland Yard.

KY (R). The R is for rotten. Plot's about

allens and New Wave decadence.

Sandwiches:
Submar(ne + Calzonc uyte o
Chicken Mallb

Broasted Chicken:

Two pleces
Four plecer
Elght plecer
Twelve pleces

Chieken Onlp:

Topplings:

..MAKE IT

fo¢¢2 RESTAURANT

Over 100 menu items are created in our own
kitchens using only the best farm-fresh ingredients.

Bacon, Lettuce, and Tomatn
Mcatball. Catone Siyte ...

Served damily styte with fench Iies

Razzle Dozzle

n
ana .

Featurea

e
Salad Bar [Allyou car
Sulad Bar with any enir

Beverages:
(%", Root Beer. Sprl1e,

Twapleces .1.49  Diet Coca-Cola, Orange, L

Fourpleees 259 Regular .

Elght plece .4.99  Pitcher......275

Twebve plec: 7.3 Colfee, Tea, and Sanka. . .
Special Pizzaa: Suat Regular Lorae
Checse 4.45 695 8.25
Mushroom 4.95 7.75 975
Razz's Favorlte 545 8.50 10,75
Vi 'I: 5.95 8.75 10.95
M:Eg-:.orz\‘mm.mm . ' .

Yomatons
Pepperon) 495 7.7 9.75
Mexicall (Taco) 6.45 9.95 12,95
Razs Ma Tarz " 645 995 1295
o2z Ma Taze ke o ¥ . 2

Meatball 5.75 8.50 10,75
Pepperonl, & Sausage .45 8.50 1075
Bacon, Lettuce, & Tomato 595 875 11.95
Luau - Hawsallan 5.95 8.75 11.95
Jam, Avmonds. |
Sausage 95 7

Select Your Ouwn
Each additional topping .50
Extra Checse

Green Peppers

1.05
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* MONDAY EVENINGS

soup, potato du jour,

* FRIDAY EVENINGS
Prime RIb, potato du jour,
salad, relishes, bread basket,

* SUNDAY BAVARIAN
NIGHTS

NEVER CRY WOLF (PG). Beautlfully photo-
graphed tale of Arctic wolves watched by a dip-

SILKWOOD (R). Meryl Strecp, Kurt Russell and
moving story about Karen Silkwood, plu-
poisoning and unlon polltics.

M~ Anv Arbor THE DRESSER (PG). Excellent backstage drama
Spring ARt Fain of touring Shakespearean company, Best plcture LIQUID §
" oates TOKYO A SHO-GUN of the year.

March 0,31 o:el'ig# ENTRE NOUS (PG). Well-acted, beattifully photo-
April 4 7 geaphed story of two women. Character motiva.
Time: 8PA tion and dramatic credibllity weak. py biologist.
AR S am Ty
oy "'j"’" . OPEN FOOTLOOSE (PG). Energetlc dance numbers
u_,f:'_‘“'__* Mon.-Sat, wasted in mish-mash of musical comedy and at- Cher in
Relrrld i lod 10AM. ~2AM tempted drama. tonlum

NOW APPEARING
THE TEEN ANGELS

Monday thru Saturday - §

NO COVER CHARGE
(you must be 21) ~
DANCING - DO-WOP [
DISCOUNT DRINKS
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17017 W, Nine Mike R, Sorckeiehd, 41 (415
S557-4800.

SPECIAL
EVENINGS

roiled Whitelish, homemade

Two dinners for 14,95

Two dinners for 14,95

itallan Sauaage

O
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY FROM 1100 AM, TU MIDNITE SUNDAY 1030A M.TO 1030 PM.

Black Ollves Banana Peppers
Diced Tomatoes

RA%%-MA-TA

ADSALINT TOSHOWCASE CINEMAS - STERUNG KEICHTS TOL 970-8290

IOAY THA THURSTIRY (1AM T0 10 0PM

l EVERY SUNDAY, OUR BOUNTIFUL
SUNDAY BUFFET BRUNCH-ADULTS $395 KIDS 2,25

Family Styls Fried Chicken-
-..additional helpings are on us|
Also featuring Sauverbraten,
Wiener Schnitzel and other se-
lect entrees.

Woodward at
Long Lake Rd,




