By Yom Baor
stalf writer

Weldon Petz, historian and educator,
“humanlzed” Abraham Lincoln, the
16th preatdent of the United States, be-
fore about €5 spelibound listeners last
Thursday at the Farmington Communl.
ty Center. -

“We just (0o often trent our hlatord-
cal figures as nonentities on the pages
of history books,” said Petz, the princi-
palof Farmington's Wooddale Elemen-
tary-School and a noted authority on
Lincoln, speaking before a mecting of
th Farmington Men's Club,

#'We don't get to know the httman cle-
ments of them."

After witnessing Petz' hourlong pres.
cation, which included a slide show
Il]]d seversl dtema from his “master
collectlon” of Lincolnlana, few of the
Men's Clubbers could claim ignorance
of Honeat Abe’s humanity,

;"Lincoln remalna today probably the
sccond most written-about person in
the world,” Petz said. “The flrst s
Clb:l!n There’s a constant flow of mate-
ripl.

‘Unfortunately, some of what has
been written ~ and belleved — over
the years Is o lot of bunk, according to
Pgtz, For example, Lincoln didn't bave
to overcome poverty and a father de-
sorlbed as “an ililterate wandering la-
bdrer” by one blographlcal dictionary.

.Truth 1s, the Lincoln family was
qulte prestiglous with doctors, lawyers,
pollticians and inventors among Its
ranks. Thomas Lincoln, Abe's father,

Weldon Petz
knows his Lincoln lore

had a hablt shared by fow of his fellow
frontiersmen — he pald cash for every.
thing,

In fact, the elder Lincoln plunked
down 100 pounds sterling to purchase
the land near Hodgenville, Ky., on
which he built the log cabin in which
hia son Abe would be born on Feb. 12,
1808,

SO WHY the stories of poverty and
parental sloth during Lincoln's carly
years?

“Thg early writers or Abraham Lin-

today,” Petx answered. “That’s one
thing. Number two, the historians of
that day tended to show a man as hav-
lng overcome adversity. It made a
great man seem even greater. And they
(the historians) often attacked the fa-
ther aa abiftless and lazy.”

Pets' slide show Included ono of the
“marrlage bond” between Thomas Lin-
coln and Nancy Hanks. No liiterate,
Thomas’ algned with a flourish. Nancy
Hanks, however, made her X,

Abraham Lincoln launched a mighty
— and unsuccessful — search for that
document during the presidentinl cam-
palgn of 1884 in an attempt to end op-
ponent-gencrat&d rumors that he was
lllegitimate,

More bunk: The atery that Lincoln
llved in poverty during his days as a
clreult-riding lawyer In Ilinols. Actual-
1y, his average yearly salary aa an at-
torney was $5,000, a good frontier in-
come, according to Petz.

Lincoln often has been pictured as a
shy, introverted man. Not 80, Petz sald.

“1f wa look at the playbllls and dance
programs of the day (in Springfleld,
1), we'll find that Abraham Lincoln's
namo Is usually on them,” he sald.

Lincoln, howover, did do hia sums on
the back of a woeden shove) while lying
before a blazing fire in a log cabln,
That's one true atory, Petz sald.

LINCOLN VISITED Michigan just
once, accordlng to Petz, but saw — and

Remembering Lincoln: a lifetime hol
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Ploasa turn to Pago 4

lons of the Volk sculptures of

munity Cen

‘Abraham Lincoln's face and hands ware dis-
played by Weldon Petz at a talk he gave to the
Farmington Mon's Club at the Farmington Com-
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Know someone doing something no-
table? Let us know. Write: Inside An-
gles, Farmington Observer, 23352
Farmington Road, Farmington 48024.

TINA BIN, daughter of Edwin and Lucllle
Bin of Farmington Hills, has entered the United
States Alr Force’s Delayed Enlistment Program
{DEP). Tina's cntry Into the DEP allows the Alr
Force to schedule an opening for ber to attend basie
tralning and be assigned to a fob or skill area, She
is a 1982 graduate of Harrison High School and will
enter the Regular Alr Foree on May 15. Following
graduation from six-weck basic tralnlng course at
Lackland Alr Force Base, Texas, she wlll recelve
technical tralning In the administratlon aptitude
arca and be assigned to an Alr Force duty statfon,

AN ART AUCTION sponsored by the Law-
rence Institute of Technology Student Economlc
Leadershlp Forum will be held at the Gallery Art
Center Friday, March 23, The 8:30 p.m, auction will
be preceded by a 7:30 p.m. wine and cheese pre-
view. Tickets are §3 each and can be purchased the
night of the auctlon at the Gallery located at 13831
W. Twelve Mile in Lathrup Village or In advance by

Michael Y, of g
ment, at 356-0200, ext. 74. Proceeds from the aue-
tion wll] be used to help establish a library at LIT
on the subject of the free enterprise system as weil
as to educate high school students on the free en-
terprise system.

HUNTERS SQUARE SHOPPING Cen-
ter, on Orchard Lake Road at 14 Mlle, In Farming-
ton Hills will have a "Grand Anniversary Sale”
through Sunday, March 25, The highlight of the sale
wlil be a drawing for a $1,000 shopplng spree. Cus-
tomers may enter the drawlng by juat fllling out an
entry blank at a particlpating store. The drawing
wlll be held the week of March 26,

THE SMITH THEATRE on the Orchard
Rldge Campus of Oakland Community College wit
present the musical comedy, “A Funny Thing Hap-
pened On The Way To The Forum,” written by Ste-
phen Sondhelm at 8 p.m. April 6, 7, 12, 18, and 14
and a matlnee on Sunday, April 8, at 2 p.m. Tickets
are §5 at the door; advance §4; students and scnlors,
$3, Further information may be obtalned by calilng
471-7700.

network, just a few months under way with a
breekfast and speaker format In the center, is re-
porting a pald-up membership of 47.

AREA RESIDENTS will have several op-
portunlitles to view the Oakland County Parks photo
exhlblt during March and April. The exhiblt fea-
tures photos of all nlae county parks and winning
pletures from park system's photo contests. The ex-
hibit will appear at the Bullders & Home Show at
Cobo Hall from March 17-25; at Oxford High Schoot
Famlly Day, 18 West Burdick Street in Oxford on
Saturday, March 31; at the Lawn Flower and Gar-
den Show at Summit Place, 315 North Telegraph in
Pontiac from March 28-April 8; Lathrup Village
Community Center, 27400 Southfield Road from
April 8-18; and at Crittenton Hospital, 1101 W. Uni-
versity Drive in Rochester from April 23-May 4.
Available at the exhiblt sites are general park bro-
chures, which give the Ioauon‘c! each park and its

an ). 'y on
Indlvidua) programs and facillties, For more infor-
matlon, phone 858-0908. .

FOR WOMEN who are seeking to obtaln
credlt in their own name there's a new free wallet-
sized card avallable now spelling out the Federal
Fair Credit Reparting Act and the Equal Credit Op-
portunity Act. One will ba sent on request by writ.
Ing to Women's Credit Rights Card, American Ex-
press Company, Consumer Affalrs Office, Ameri-
can Express Plaza, New York, N.Y, 10004.

CONGRATULATIONS to Mark Lebovitz.
The"11-year-old from Farmington Hills bowled a
254 game at Bel-Alre Lanes. Mark had atrikes in
the first clght frames. His 254 game was 75 pins
higher than his previous high game, His average is
120,

PLEASE BE REMINDED ttat from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m, Saturday, March 24, in North Farm-
Ington High School, there will be the citywide open
house for Farmington Hills residents who would
like to have the thermogram of thelr home inter.
preted, If you haven't had a chance to attend a pre-
vlous open house, you are urged to attend this final
energy conservation sesslon. For further Informa-
tlon, call 474-6115, ext. 277.

REAL SEAL HONOR — American Dalry
Assoclation of Michigan (ADAM) President Ernle
Girbach presented McDonald's restaurant operator
Stephen DeDecker of Farmington Hllls with the

THE PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S
NETWORK of F and F

Hills Is travellng at pretty much the same rapid
pace as Farmington Men's Club, atarted not much
morc than a ycar ago in Farmington Community
Center. The Men's Club, which meets for lunch and
a program, wasn't in business too long before
gueats were belng turned away because of the cen-
ier's pot-more-than-B0 capacity, Now tho Women's

“ADAM Award.” McDonald'’s is the tirst fast ser-

] to recefve Lhe award, created by
ADAM .to honor restaurants serving real dairy
products, Each McDonald's restaurant operator
received an Individualized plague, featuring the as-
soclatlon’s golden cream plicher gnd bearing the
red and white “REAL” Scal — a symbol that distin-
gul=hes between quality dalry Ingredients and “loo-
Kkalikes."

Potz owns this print of Lincoin taken by Alexan-
der Gardner on April 10, 1885, just four days be-
fore the assassination. Only six such prints,

ERRY ELLIS

MPARADES HIS WILD NEW. PRINTS

exist,

Jungle fever, the rage of high fashion, now stalks the home front in Hudson's Clty Safari
event, And Pany Ellis with Manex Introduces two of the most strlking patterns to make
the bedroom scene. Night Zebra, a flambouyant black-on-oft-white design with rich
burgundy border. Night Tiger, a rich rusty tone with black markings and green accent.
Polyestar/cotton percale sheets, reg. $21 to $39, sale 16.99 to 30.99. Comlorers,
190, §120 10 5240, sale 99.99 10 199.99. Save, too, on accessores by special order, 3326
unils,* Bag your share of savings now in Hudson's Bedding, ol stores.
“Total units @ ot Hudson's siores, Sale ends Aprl B,

s .
sihudsons

6T
ORDER BY PHONE: 24 hours o day. 7 days a week,
l Metro Detroll, call 569-2454, Elsewhere, toll-free 1-800-233.2000.

pholographs by RANDY BORST/stall photographer

made from the original glass plate, are kneu‘n to



