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remarked upon — the Detrolt skyllne
on anather occaslon,

Lincoln gave what Petz calted “an
lmportant speech on slavery” before
10,000 spectators in a Kalamazoo park
In 1854. He was [n the atate for only 24
hours,

“There were five speakers that day,”
Ptz sald, “and Lincoln was tha least
known of any of them.” :

During hls presidency, Lincoln set
cyes on Detrolt from the deck of the
steamboat “"Globe” which was carrylng
him and his wife Mary on a Great
Lakes crulse frem Buffalo to Chicago.

Although he never set foot on shore,
Lincoln dld show himself to be a man

of many talents during the trip. Spott-
ing a boat stuck on a shoal of the De-
trolt River, he immediately sct to work
sketching a devico which would pro-
vide buoyancy for such stranded craft,

“You could do a whole talk on Lin-
coln ke Inventor,” Petx sald. “Hls first
inventlon happened right here in our
back yard. It was never produced, but
engincers tell us It would work,”

Petz, who will retire in June after 40
years in education, the last 23 with the
Farmington Publlc Schools, can list
famlly tles with Lincoln. John Beal,
Petz’ great uncle, was Lincoln's close
personal friend durlng the Springfield
days. Petz inherlted Beal’s papers.

AFTER 40 YEARS of fasclnatlon
with Lincoln and his lore, Petx has ac-

cumulated more than 40,000 Lincoln-
related ftems, including a soldier’s belt
buckle he dug up (with permission)
from the Getlysburg battieficld.

“It's a drop in the bucket, really,”
Petz sald, “but my wlfe doesn't think so
when she has to dust jt."

Petz dlaplayed some of his more
prized ftems, especinlly an original
photograph of a care-worn President
Lincoln made from a giass plate by Al
exander Gardner on April 10, 1865, fust
days before he was assassinated in
Ford's Theater by John Wilkes Booth.

One of only sIx prints known to exist,
the photograph was the Jast ever taken
of Lincoln,

Another prized item was a reproduc-
tlon of the famous Volk mask, a repre-
sentallon of Lincoln’s face made by

sculptor Leonard Volk in 1860 just af-
ter Lincoln had been named the presl-
dentlal noménec of the Republican Par.

ty.

“The casting Is 80 true that It has
been used by anthropologists to deter-
mine a lot about Lincoln's health,” Petz
said,

The bronze palnt on Petz' reproduc-
tion of the'mask s worn off the tip of
the nose and the right eyebrow. Rea-
son: Blind listencrs to Petz’ lectures (he
has spoken before more than 1,200
groups over the past 3¢ years) always
run their fingers over Lincoln's face,

Volk also sculpted Lincoln's hands
{the right hand's holdlng a length of
Mary's broom stick), and Petz has
reproductions. Lincoln’s right hand s
notlceably more swollen than his left

cates his life teaching LI

because he had just finished shaking
the hands of many well-wishers after
belng named the Republican hopeful.

PETZ, A LONGTIME resldent of
West Bloomfield Townshlp, was a con-
fidant of Carl Sandburg, the famous
American poet who popularized Lin-
coln. The poet presented Petr with a
valuable “printer’s dummy” — a bound
velume containing mostly blank pages
= of his “Abrebam Lincoln The War
Years Vo, 1"

Petz, who holds a doctorate in histo-
£y from Lincoln Memorial University
in Harrogate, Tenn., and who wrote his
master's thesis on “Musie and Abra-
ham Lincoln,"is the author of a book,
“In the Prescnce of Abrakam Lincoln,”
published in 1973,

Petz i3 working on another book

ncoln

about Michigan memories of Lingaly
and the Clvll War, So far, he has visited
432 Michigan communities and takey
morc than 7,000 phatographs. The boo
will be published this summer, y

Like Lincaln, Petz Is multi-talenteq.
In addition to his scholarly endeavor,
he also can claim muslcal expertise
He was a trombonlst in the famoy
Jinmy Dorsey orchestra tn the 1940s,

After his retlrement, he wilt contlnge
to write zbout and lecture on hls favor,
ite subfect — Abrahem Lincoln,

Petz ended last Thursday's presenta.
tion by playing a tape of The Mormeq
‘Tabernacle Choir's rendltion of “The
Battle Hymn of the Republic”, ‘

As the last stralns of the muslc dieq
away, the Men's Clubbers gave Pelz 3
standing ovatlon.
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on the agenda

Clty of Farmington Hlils
City Councll Meeting
March 19, 1984, 7:30 p.m.
Publlc Hearfng

® Publle hearing on determination
for road improvement to portlons of
Tarabusi Roseland Gardens in Section
33,

o Conslderation of Introductlon of
zonlng map amendment between
Grand River and Farmington cut off,
Proponent, John A. Turmala for Blil
Cock.

@ Consideration of Introduction of
zoning map amendment north slde of
13 Mile Road, cast of Ardmore Drive,
Proponent, Rebert M. Katzman for the

of prelimlnary plat approval of Ram-
blewood No. six In sectlon $ for Blit-
more Propertles Company,

® Public hearing for conslderation
of cluster housing site plan located on
17 acres at Middlebelt and 14 Mile
Road.

® Publle hearing for vacatlon to va.
cate that portion of Westficld Avenue
extending north from the porticn prevl.
ously vacated and Bond Boulevard,

® Public hearing to vacate alley be-
tween lots 134 and 135 of Assessor's
Grand Rlver Homes State Subdivision
and Lot 311 of Grand Rlver Homes
Subdivislon.

® Publlc hearlng for consideration

Unfinlshed Business
© Conslderation of Planning Con-
sultant’s proposed report on cost to

study the effect of Increased helght
limitatlons In the JRO and OS-1A zon-
Ing districts.
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Louise Brocher cnjoys mecting people.
She has been our receptionist for six

years and she will greet you with o smile,
o cup of fresh coffec and o [riendly
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A\ Bridal Gowns

In Stock Only « Thru March 24th

n

Also a special selection
of brida
sold at up 1o 50% off

gowns will be

regular price

Come see our full selection of

Mothers Gowns sizes 6-24Y2

prom gowns

7 Milo & Morriman
in tho Village Fashion Mall
478-7570

Member Natlonal Bridal Service

)
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Early Bird Dinners ©s
Served from 3-7pm
Prime Rib
Broiled Scrod
Chicken Teriyaki

$7.95
$5.95
$5.95

Friday Fish Fry —

ST 6 Mile R

4-10 P.M. All-You-Can-Eat
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$4.95




