By Kathy Parrish
stoff writer

At 57, Loulse Churches decided to
start a caveer. In her 70th year — de-
splte a heart condltion and arthritis —
she's heading for Africa.

And she's also a services coordinator
for the Area Agency on Aging 1B,

So the Blrmingham grandmother
seemed a perfect cholce for keynote
speaker at the second annual Oakland
County Senlor Power Day.

“I think the most Important reason
they asked me is because I'm an old
woman,” Churches told the 800 who at-
tended the daylong event Friday In
South{leld Clvic Center. “I can share
,with you what it's llke to be an old per-
so0n [n this society.

“It doesn’t fecl 30 pleasant because
our society gets its knowledge of nging
ot from facta but from fietion.”

.. In a pep talk based on her own expe-
tiences, Churches debunked myths that
older people are absent minded, slow
witted, non-productive in buslness and
raonal lfe and burdens to their faml-
fes and soclety.
' “We can't be foolhardy, but don't be
afrald lo take a risk,” sald Churches,
who spent a month with the primitive
Xhosa tribe In South Afrlea, This trip
she'll visit the Zulus,

“{ lived in and saw the third world in
its great, great poverty. I saw a whole
new dimension.”

But the feisty mother of flve stressed
that senlors can be thelr own worst en-
emles, And ahe urged her audlence to
live to the fullest.

“Bejng active Is where it's at. We old
folks win some, lose some,” she added.

“But if we're in there fighting we
bring about change."

TAKING HER UP gn the challenge,
senior cltizens from atl over Oakland
County gathered to talk about thelr
concerns: Panel discussions dealt with
four issues they worry about — health,
houslng, transportation and utllities.

“We asked what they wanted to pur-
sue,” sald Marion Coker, senlor citlzen
department head for the Oakland Liv-
ingston Human Service Agency (OLH-
SA). The agency co-sponsored the event
wlith the Area Agency on Aging 1B,

“It really comes from them.”

Waving banners llke “Here’s the beef

“For us to do the kind of job neces-
sary In working with older Americans
we need (o hear from you,” urged AAA
1B director Sandra K. Reminga, “We
have come together for comradeship,
but nlso to deal with the hard issues.

“"We have expanded the service sys.
tem for older adults and can do even
more with your help.”

For somo, like Eve Newman of Oak
Park,’ the event was a way to learn
more about issues that affect her, “It's
very informative, if only it would come
true,” she said.

“To me, it's promises, promlses. But
in unity there is strength. Maybe they
can do something.” .

Olhers came out to talk about a sin.
gle burning lasue. For Sarah O'Bryan
that s low-cost housing, “I need a place
to llve and thought I could find out
about it here," explained the Hightand
resident.

And several came just to talk about
certaln concerns. .

APPEARING ON the panels with
those who provide direct services to
senlors were several clected officials,
Along with answering questions, they
gave older resldents some pointers on
how to go ahout getting what they
want,

“Getting around/is a prablem, and
we necd to talk about that,* said Oak-
Jand County Commissioner James Doy-
on, a Democrat who served on a trans-
portation panel.

“‘We who will be seniors some day
need to think about our futures.”

Former commizsioner John Peter-
son, a senlor himself, advised kis peers
that the majority of cltlzens are be-
tween 20 and 60, *“That kind of lots you
out, doesn’t 1t? They pay the taxes, and
they're the ones you have to lobby with
to get the transportation system you
want and need.”

Although not on pancls, several offl-
clals turned out to find out what thelr
constituents’ interests are.

Commlssloner Ralph Nelson, who
chairs the Communlty Development
Advisory Board, wanted to flnd out
what the housing concerns are.
“Senlors are a little reluctant to call
you,” sald the Avon Townshlp repre-
sentative, who found many Oakland
residents are bpset about lack of low-
cost houslng and apartments belng
turned into condominiums.

— more sepjor housing,” they were
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asked to offer suggestions that might
Imprave thelr lives,

U.S. auto fleet
is getting older

Although new-car reglstrations are increasing,
more Americans are holding onto thelr older mod-
els longer than at any time since 1650,

The medlan age of the U.S. automobile popula-
tion hit 6.5 years In 1983, up from 6.2 years in the
previous year and from 4.9 years in 1970,

Thase are among the conclusions of RL. Polk &

Co., industry based on
. registrations filed as of June 30 last year, the most
recent available.

“DESPITE THE welcome turnarodnd In sales
that caused an encouraglng Ingrease in new-~car
reglstrations, the aging process continued," sald Jo-
zeph C. Clrrinclone, vice president and assistant
general manager of Polk’s Motor Statlstieal Dlvl-
slon.

“Thé median age of the U.S. car population has
been Increasing steadily alnce 1870," Clrrinclone
zald. “And slnce 1975, the medlan age of the Ameri-
can truck fleet has Increased from 5.8 to 7.2 years."

More than 8.33 million new cars were reglstered
between July 1, 1982, and June 30, 1983 — an tn-
crease of 387,000 from the previous year. At the
same time, the number of cars 15 or more years of
age grew by 1.08 mitllon to a record 7.9 mllllon
registered. .

“New cara deflnltely are an attractlon agaln, and
wa're expecting many older models will be re-
placed soon,” Clrrinclone sald. “Not only have eco-
nomle A to kee,
their cars longer, but the bullt-ln quallty and the
price and availabllity of replacement parts have
extended the Nves of those carss

HIGHLIGHTS of the Polk report:
® The ©

e regls P ar of
the United Staes was 108.9 milllon on June 30, 1983,
4p 2.09 million from the previous year.

# The total Increase in the car population was 2
percent, the greatest growth sinee 1977-76, but still .
well behind the average rate of 3.2 percent annual-
1y in the decade that ended In 1976,

® 6.2 million cars not re-reglstered are pre-
sumed to have been scrapped. Thls compares with
6.9 million autos scrapped in the previous year and
with the all-time serappage total of 9.3 million dur-
Ing 1978-79.

Madonna’s
open house
March 25

Parents and prospective students are Invited to
attend an open house at 2 p.m. Sunday in Mndonna
College, Livonia, .

An added attraction will be the Music Depart-
ment Student Spring Recltal at 4:30 p.m. In the new

‘recltal hall. Students will exhlbit thelr talents with

Auch instruments as th plano, gultar, flute and vio-

. lin, as well as volce. The event will highlight aca-

demle programs leading to associate and bachelor’s

degrecs, Included are: nursing, allled health, dietet-

les, child guldance and development, fashlon mer-
.chandising and computers.

Faculty members will be present to answer ques-
tions, Also to be discussed are avallable scholar-
ships and financlal ald. For informatlon regarding
the open house, call 591-5052,
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YOU ARE INVITED TO AN IMPORTANT FREE SEMINAR.

You may think of an Individual Retirement
Account{IRA) primarily as an excellent
way to obtain a $2.000 deduction on your
income tax every year.

Almost everyone with earned income now
has that opportunity. But it is also much
more than that. [t's an opportunity to add
substantially to your retirement funds.

What you may not know — and will dis-
cover at this special seminar — is that
some IRA's do more for your money than
others.

You'll learn how some lock you in to one
type of investment. How others limit ?ou
to afixed rate of return. While a Merrifl Lynch

A opens up virtually the entire range of
investment opportunities to your money

- IRAS

during the important accumulation years,
The reason. of course, is to give it more
chances to grow faster. You'll learn how you
can choose from over 50 different invest-
ments How you can switch from one o
another any time your goals change or new
opportunities arise. And why you. like more
than 750,000 Merrill Lynch {RA customers
who have invested over five billion dollars
to date. can have confidence in our world
linancial leadership and IRA experience.
Before you make a decision as impor-
tant as a retirement investment. you should
know all your choices. We'll expfain them
to you. The seminar is free. but reservations
are cssential. To make yours, please call or
mail the coupon today.

st TIME: 7:30 p.m.
Lynch Office. 26250 Northwestern Highway,
Southfield
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Southfield, Ml 40t?
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