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Dy Stove Barnaby
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In what has become Farmington's
cause celebre, the attempt to get Boot-
Jegger's Bar out of town minus jts li-
quor llcense, has moved to the state
tevel.

In a unanlmous vote, the council
voted Monday evenlng to recommend
to the Michigan Llquor Control Com-
misslon (LCC) that the renewal of a
Class C tquor license granted to Pal

Jocy's Inc. for the operation of Boot-
tegger's Bar should be denled.

The councl] actlon came after years
of haggling between the city and bar
owner Joe Ascione and —~ most recent-
ly -~ two public hearlngs at which city
affictals and homeowners testified to a

Bootlegger's attorney Norman Farhat.
“Thelr recommendation was ludl-
crous. But I guess they did what they
thought they had to do,” he said.
Farhnt lebeled the upcomling LCC
decislon as “adminlstrative” and one
which will approve the Farmlngton

litany of Iving the bar lo-

cated on Grand Rlver and Brookdale.

But the dispute could be far {rom
over after the LCC rullng on the coun-
cil recommendation, according to

“We'll definltely go to court,” he
said, notlng that Ascione will be able to
stay In business during the legal pro-
cess,

“'Some cases like thls last as long as
nine years,” he sald, although admit-
ting that the Bootlegger case could be
of shorter duratlon.

Asclone, through hls attorney, al-
ready has safd he wants to leave town.
The dispute rests in whether he’'ll be
able to sell his bar with or without a
liquor lieense, Without a liquer Iicense,
Asclone’s bar would be nearly worth-
less on the open market.

“IE (ASCIONE) WANTS wants out
of the cily and if they don't renew the

Ileense, he won't have anything to sell,”
Farhat sald earlier in the month at a
publlc hearing.

Asclone’s problems began almost im-
medlately after he opened in 1981,
Nelghbors complained that parklng in
front of thelr homes was pre-empted
by Bootlegger patrons.

Cliy officlals attempted to alleviate
that sltuatlon by issuing parking per-
mits to Brookdale residents,

But the rift continued as police
received an jnereasing number of com-

Mural is
reminder
of past

By Tom Baor
staff writer

‘The lines may not be any shorter, but
at least patrons of the Farmington
Hills Post Office will have something
new to look at while they walt to buy
stamps and mail packages.

A 30-foot-long mural depleting post-
al history from Pony Express to pres-
ent was unvelled yesterday morning.
Artlst John Romans’ creation will be a
permancnt fixture — a latex enatmel
monument o the postal service — in
the space above the elerks’ windows,

“It's really fantastic,” sald Dennls
Steln, superintnedent of postal opera-
tions at the Farmington Hllls facllity.
“He (Romans) has shown it all from the
stage-coach days to the express-majl
situation.”

Plaszaturnto Pago 4

John Romane stands befare the mural he pointed at the Farmington Hills post office which depicts the histary of the postal service,

RANDY DORST/$tafl photogeapher

Conservatives win tall- building battle

By Joanno Maliszoweki
staff writer

Talk of increasing the height of
bulldings tn certaln arcas of Farming-
ton Hills to bolster the clty’s tax base
“has been silenced.

Farmington Hills City Council voted
5-2 Monday agalnst paying $1,500-
$2,000 for a study which would have
shown how much tax revenue would be
generated by high-rise 23 opposed to
low-rise bulldings.

The propesed study would have been
based on Increased building helghts of
10 and 20 fect in industrial and large
ofilce zones.

Councilwomen Joan Dudley and Jan
Dolan, who sterted the debate In Jate
February, pleaded with the council un-
til the flnal moment to move forward
with the study,

The ather flve councll members,
however, remained unmoved, Most ar-
gued that the proposed study’s cost was
not worth Its potentlat findings.

“1 cannot vote for the $2,000 study,”
sald Councllman Joe Alkatceb, maln-
talning the study would show that few
additional tax dollars would be gener-
ated from increasing bullding helghts,

BUT BOTH Dolan and Dudley ar-
gued that council should have the facts

in hand before

height would not bolster the tax base.

“A denlal of tonlght's motion may be
based on reasons I have heard in recent
meetings,” Dudley sald. “Those reasons
are assumptlons.”

“The truth, [n my opinton, Is always
in order,” she continued.

The study’s results, Dudley sald,
could resolve the recurring issue of
building heights In the clty.

The proposed study was a revislon nf
an earller proposal from planners Vill-
can-Leman & Assoclates,

Council was unsatlsified with the
orlglnal proposal because It was too
general and failed to conslder that as
more stories are added to a building,
more land is needed to provide off-
sireet parking.

In February, Dolan asked council to
consider increasing building helghts [n
speciflc arcas to promote more Inten-

‘At the moment, I don’t see an
overwhelming need to change the
policy we have established.’

— Jodi Soronen
Hills councilwoman

do solely with Improving the clty's tax,
ot ratsing the skyllne.

“With a stronger tax base you can
keep taxes more in Jine,” she said.

AS MONDAY'S discusslon devel-
oped, however, some council members
stated thelr strong support for maln-
talning Firmington HIls' low-profile
skyllne.

“‘At the moment, I don’t see an over-

heights and tax revenue.

Councilman Robert Anzlovar also
changed his mind from the previous
week when he voted to request the
revised Villean-Leman proposal. Anzlo-
var satd he had since flgured that In-
creased helght would Increase market
value {of the talter buildings), and con-
sequently the tax base, by only about
cight percent.

Councllman Donn Woll's position, on
the other hand, remalned unchanged
the several debates on the

sive for an tax B hieed to change the policy we
base. . have "' said C
Throughout the three debates since  Jodl Soronen. issue,

that time, Dolan has argued that an Im-
proved tax base Is needed if Farming.
ton Hiils officials and resldents want to
pay the bills and stil} keep taxes below
the 10 mill charter limlt,

Her concern, Dolan said, while ask-
Ing how clty ofilcials planned to pay
for major capltal improvements, has to

“Looking at development in our eity
. . some of the people who have de-
veloped in this clty haven't used the
full helght avallable to them,” Seronen
continved.

Soronen's vote Monday was a turn-
around after she provided two carlier
nods of approval for studying increased

“I'm opposed to It and I hepe we stop
it now,” Wolf sald, referring to any
constderation about changing the clty's
helght restrictions. “I stlll belicve thls

sible Gavernment, echoed Wolf’s seati-
ments.

“Let’s not waste any more clty mon-
ey and time on this question,” Hovane-
slan said. “Let's comply with the wish.
cs of the people of Farmington Hills
and stop this matter before it becomes
an Issue.”

HOVANESIAN ALSO referred to
criticisms made Jast week by Dudley
about the defeat of ndvisory ballot
questions in 1979, The ballots asked if
senior citlzen housing and irdustrial-re-
search office buildings should extend
beyond 60 feet in height,

“Unfortunately, some of you have
chosen to tgnore the desires of the peo-
ple,” Hovaneslan continued. “Even the
results of a ballot question in Novem-
ber of 1079 has been betlttted.”

“Some of you have referred to the
1979 advisory questlon as just a lot of
rhetarie which occurred many years
ago by a community of transients,
Well, let’s Jook at facts rather than
make up fiction or let’s not be driven

Communiention Corparsiion. All rigals Reverved.

ar gets the boot from city council

plalnts from resldents about Incidents
by and between patrons In the bar's
parking lot,

But the Increase in deunk-driving in-
cldents in 1983 spurred the city 1o take
actlon,

Of the 234 drunk-driving arvests in
1983, 36 had been of people who had
been at Bootleggers. Three of those
peaple were under the legal drinking
age, according to Publlc Safety Direc-
tor Robert Selfert.

Tax plan
hampers
plan to
fix drain

By Stovo Barnaby
oditor

Farmington and Farmington Hills
property taxpayers could be left hold-
Ing a $2.8 million blll for the comple-
tlon of the Caddell draln if a proposed
tax amendment is approved by state
voters In November,

‘That was the word from Farmington
City Manager Robert Deadman at
Monday's leglstative sesslon, as he out-
lined to city council a plan to finance
constructlon through the sale of limlted
obligation bonds.

"If the (tax) rollback were to oceur,
counci] would either have to immedi-
ately go to the clectorate and request a
millage increase of sufficlent size to
fund current levels of services . . . or
reduce scrvices to the point where they
could be financed within the remaining
millage rate," Deadman told ¢ity coun.
cil.

The Increased mlillage would Include
paylng for the cost of the Caddel] debt
service, he sald. )

The proposed rollback Is belng tout-
ed by the Vater's Cholce organlzation.
Under that proposal, municlpalltics
would have to roll back their millage
rate to 1981 levels.

“There is no slmplistic answers to
our tax problems,” said Councllman
Willlam Hartsock, as he lashed out at
the tax proposal.

“Putting the Voter’s Cholce proposal
on the ballot and requesting a roliback
to an arbltrary date ks not an answer to
good government.”

The present Farmington property
tax rate Is 10.74 mllls, The 1981 level
was 11.25.

THE SISTER citles have contem-
plated paylng off the drain construc.
tlon with limited obligaticn bonds —
paper which must be paid off withln a
city’s maximum millage llmit.

Farmington has a 20-mili limlt and
Farmington Hlls a 10-mlll ceillng. At
present Farmington Rills levies 7.8
mills.

And while Farmington's 11.74.mill
rate figures in the Cadell project, the
Hills millage doesn't,

'

is a low-proflle

Only one audlence member, Dr. Jo-
seph Hovanesian, husband of Julleann,
president of Citlzens for More Respon-

oral quarrel

Some Detrolt officials, T
Coleman A. Young chief among
them, reacted angrily after the re-
cent announcement that the Detrolt-
based J.L. Hudson Co. and the Day-
ton Co., both controlled by the Day-
ton Hudson Corp, will combine
thelr corporate headquarters in
Minneapolis, An estimated 250 jobs
wlll be moved (rom downtown De-
JArolt to Minneapolis, beginning in
May.

Detroit ofiicials claim that the dé-
partment-store chatn 1s deserting an

Does Hudson’s move hurt area?

arca which helped B grow lalo
prominence.
Today’s Oral Quarrel question is:

WHAT ARE YOUR FEELINGS
ABOUT MHUDSON'S PLAN TO
MOVE ITS CORPORATE HEAD-
QUARTERS FROM DOWNTOWN
DETROIT TO MINNEAPOLIS?

‘To answer (his question, call us at
477-5498 anytimo before 1 pm. Frl-
dny, March 23. To see how your
ncighbors feel about this (ssue,
please look [n Monday's Farmington
Observer.
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Your Obsorver careler will be
stopping by thls week to
collect for the month, Ploase
have the money ready and
be sure to get your recelpt,

I's worth a $1.75
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Record number
declare as Dems

Farmington arca Democratic actlv-
ist Aldo Vagnozzt was ecstatic over the
Tecent party caucus.

Not so much because of the results,
but because he discovered that at least
some 1,000 other people In the Farm-
ington area lay claim to belng Demo”
crats.

For Vagnozi and other Democratic
faithfu), those are blg numbers in a
community which Is Inundated with

and their

on the next classified
advertisemeant you place In
yeur b .

““We even pleked up 26 new members
for our (Democratic} club,” said the
F Hills resldent.

And although Vagnozzi, a Walter
Mondale supporter, was pleased with

the state resulls, he saw his candidate
go down to defeat in his county and
hometown area.

In Farmington Hills, Gary Hart
garnered 449 votes as compared to
Mondale’s 288, Jesse Jacksan recclved
18 votes, John Glenn 4. Three persons
remalned uncommitted.

In Farmington Hart won 157, Mon-
dale 127, Jackson 7 and uncommitted,

3.

Hart walked away with 50,6 percent
of the county vote, 2,833, as comparetl
to Mondale's county figures of 44.8 per-
cent, or 2,507 vutes. Jease Jackson
placed a distant third countywide with
3.4 pereent, or 192 votes,




