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Column marks
fourth anniversary

It's been four years and about 700
films since this movie column debuted.
If you don't mind, we'd rather not
count the hours speat In front of the TV
since 1980 watching all those films,

Thank heaven for video recorders,
Staying awake until 5 in the morning to
cateh the late, late show is a thing of
the past now.

After four years of scanning the
alrwaves — from channels 2 to 62, and
Including out-of-state statlons 11, 13,

WHAT'S IT WORTH?
A ratings gulde to the movles

Bad. . ......... 8%
Falr. . .. ....... %2
Good. ....,....$3
Exceltent . . . . ..., $4

32, 42 and 54 when condl-
tions permit — one develops a pretty
keen sense of the state of movles on TV
in the Detrolt area, and that's what this
anniversary column is about.

DETROIT'S TV atatlons — 2,4, 7, 9,
20, 50, 62 and occasionally 56 — run
some 200 hours of movles cach week. If
you have cable, the number of films on
TV isinfinlte — or scems so, at least.

But let's stick with commercial TV,
where Ch. 50 remalns, ax Its slogan in-
sists, Detroit's TV movle station, Ch.
50, in fact, has gotten better In recent
months, first with its selection of re-
cent and occasionally flrst-run fllms
{such as "The Howling”} at 8 week-
nights and, second, with its additlon by
subtraction of Sonny Eliot from Its 1
o'clock afternoon movle.

Pretender to the crown is Ch. 20,
which last year booted ON TV from its
alrwaves and premiered Its own prime
time movies at 8 and 10 weeknights.
‘That sounds finc on the surface but lts
become annoyingly clear of late that
Ch. 20 cares not about chopplng films
to fit its two-hour time frames,

“It's Always Fair Weather” was
butchered several weeks ago and, more
recently, a huge chunk of “The Collec-
tor” was left on the cutting room floor.

A solution: Run tonger flims from 8
to 11 p.m, and shorter ones from 11 to 1
a.m.

BUT AT LEAST channels 50 and 20
show a lat of films, which s more than
can be said for the Detroft area's other
stations. Ch. 9, in fact, recently plcked
up Ch. 2's very bad habit of forgolng
late night {ilms for back-to-back epl-
sodes of "Hawatl Five-0.”

Show to star Melikin Puppets

Chicago's Melikin Puppet Theatre
returns to the Detrolt Youtheatre stage
with ks original show, “Dragon Feath-
ers,” at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Saturday in
the Detrolt Tnstitute of Arts avdltori-
um.
For ticket informatlon and a detalled
“Something Every Saturday” schedule
of famlly entertainment through May,
call the ticket office at §32-2730.

“Dragon Feathers™ explores the
world of dragons, from the legendary

Comedy ‘Moonchildren’ staged

The University Players wlll present
“Moonchildren,” a comedy by Michael
Weller, at 8 p.m, Tuesday-Saturday and
7:3¢ p.m. Sunday at the Studio Theatre
in the School of Dramatic Art, corner
of Sunset and Wyandotte, at the Uni-
versity of Windsor (Ont.).

Admisslon is $4, and the box office is
open daily 4:30-8:30 p.m. For reserva-
tlons, call 253-4565.

Ch. 2, of course, Is notorlous for
preempting CBS movies, aports specl-
als and everything else for the ump-
teenth runnings of “Ironside,” “Marcus
Welby, M.D.” and “The Rockford
Files.” That must be what station man-
ager Joe Flynn calls creative program-
ming,

Ch. 62 used to bo a favorite In these
quarters. Among some terrible Imports
one could-usually {Ind a classic Repub-
lic Pictures film with Jokn Wayne, Roy
Rogers or Gabby Haycs. The only prob-
lem Is that the same Republic Pictures
films keep popping up month after
month on Ch. 82, which must have a
limlted film Nbrary.

‘That leaves channels 4 and 7, whose
hearts fust aren't in the:TV movie
game. Both schedule late night films,
but Ch. 4's usually deal with beach
bums, surfers or custom van freaks,
while Ch. 7 relles heavily on old ABC
movle-of-the-week retreads.

THE, STATE of movles on Detroit
TV, then, is sad. Ch. 50 remalns far and
away the leader, with everyone else a
poor second. But even Ch. 50 Ignores a
prime TV movie tme slot and fills lts
alrwaves Instead with Fred Sanford,
Benny Hill and the Three Stooges.

Apparently the days of the 11:30 p.m.
maovie are gone forever,

What can we do to remedy this situa-
tion? Not much. But If you have a gripe
about movics on TV, feel free to send a
note to Tom Panzenhagen, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonla 48150, and we'll
air your vlews as space permits,

By Avigdor Zaromp
spocial writer *

‘The quest for a satlsfactory varlety
in musical programs Is a formldable
challenge.

‘The concept of the “standard reper-
tolre” is frequently sncered at. Al-
tempts to find acceptable substitutes
abound. While such attempts are some-
times welcome, the urge and longing
for “home" is always there. In particu-
lar, the spelt of Brahms i¢ of the kind
from which one can never break for
very long,

‘The latest Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra program consisted of two monu-
mental Brahms' favorites — his violln
concerto and his symphony No. 2.

Guest conductor was the highly ac-
claimed Polish-born Jerzy Semkow,
scheduled for two more weeks,

The solo violinlst was Elmer
QOllvelra, who, among other Impressive
achievements, won the Gold Mcdal In
the 1978 Tchaikovsky competltton In
Moscow.

While it might be too carly to ques:
tlon the wisdom of schedullng the same
two compositicns for October and De-
cember this year as part of the plans

Semkow reinforces

for next scason, the present perform-
ance was a pure joy.

VIRTUOSITY I3 another term with
negative connotatlon with respeet to
musical performance. Hawever, there
Ls nothing wrong with virtuesity If it s
used in the service of artlstlc ends.

This was the case in Oliveira’s per-
{formance on this occaston. He ap-
proached this masterpicce with an en-
thuslasm and bellllance that was un-
tempered by a cautlous, prediclable
approach that s frequently cultivated
in the course of many decades,

This statement, however, isn't meant
te endorsc age discrimlnation
masterful performances of this work
by older performers do exlst,

The technical display in this per-
formance didnt obscure the musical
message. The slower passages were
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greatness of Brahms

review

The qualitles of Brahms' symphonles
can't be overstated, but it is rather dif-
ficult 1o say somethlng In that context
that hasn't been sald before, Muslcally,
the task may be even more dlfficult,
Thus, the questlon whether this, or any
other performance, Is truly unprece-
dented Is irrelevant. There is a llittle
doubt, however, that It belongs near the
top.

SEMKOW, who conducted the work
from memory, was in complete control
of the masslve orchestral forces, The
intensive peaks were well Ppropor-
lln_ned. The contrapuntal part In the de-

with
The enchanting second movement was
a rave display of greatness,

There was an equally superb per-
formance or the part of the orchestra
and a scnse of balance between solo
and orchestra. While thls is one of the
top works in the violln literature, Sem-
kow dldn't lose sight of its signlficant
orchestral dimensions.

of the first wasa
rare example of confrontational Inge-
nulty,

In the slow movement, the raw or-
chestral forces were transformed Into
expressive energy. In the flnal, fourth
movement, Se¢mkow pitted the fast
moving themes against each other with
unswerving accuracy and sense of pur-
nose.

There were also judicious changes of
tempo In this movement. While it is
true that some of these changes are In-
dicated and followed automatlcally in
most performances, one way to charac-
terize them in this Instance is to comy;
pare them to manual versus automatic
transmisslon.

In both Instances, the automatie shift
1s more convenient, but comes at thy
expense of a smooth performance,
While in the case of an automobile,
reachlng the destination might be more
important than a perfectly smooth per-
formance, that “manual shift* Is in-
dispensible in 2 Brahms symphony.

The concluding coda in this work is,
by nature, flashy and showy, and rarcly
falls to impress, However, in this per-
formance it wasn’t an end by itself. It
was the Inevitable outcome of the pre-
ceding material, which made it mor¢
rewarding than ever. We all are aware
of the fact that Brahms was a great
composer. Now we are beginning to un-
derstand why.

Dancers performing

The Hungarlan State Folk Ensemble from Buda-
« pest, Hungary, will perform Sunday on Detroit's
hlstoric Music Hall Center stage.

Rabai, Upan hlsv death the ensemble was complete-
ly reorganized under the artistic direction of San-
dor Timar. Performances consist of authentic

( Moody’s Restaurant )

28157 W. Eight Mile

Tickets at $18 and $14 may be purchased at the
Music Hall box office, by phone {963-7680) and at
all Ticket World/CTC outlets.

The spectacle blends choreography, singing and
gypsy orchestrations displaylng the country's cul-
ture. The show has been performed for audiences In
27 countries, .

As offlcial state-supported representatives, this
ceasemble consists of 100 dancers, singers and musl-
cians from all corners of Hungary. .

The previous Hungarlan State Folk Ensemble ¢
was founded In 1966 under the direction of Mlklos
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Thanks for reading, and we'll see It
we can't manage four more years of
mavle previews.

beast who challenged St. George, to the
Melikin's own How Kong, a 30-foot Chl-
nese ceremonial parade ereature,

Long a Detroit Youtheatre regular,
the Mellkins have performed through-
out the United States for more than 20
years.

This presentatlon is designed for
familles with chlldren 5 years of age
and older. Children younger than §
years will not be admitted to the the.
ater,

“Moonchildren, which won a Best
Play citatlon when It was first pro-
dured, is a comedy about the peace
marches, the scxual revoluilon and
growing up.

Final productlon of the University
Players' season will be the musical
~The Robber Bridegroom,” with perfor-
mances Thursdays-Sundays, March 29
to Aprll 1 and April 5-8.
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WEEKLY Danclng
Live Entortainmant
DINING WED, try0AT, 0~ 2.
TOP 40°s TUNES
SPECIALS NOW APPEARING
* VIRTUE
BANQUET NIGHTIéYIng’:(oSUPRECIALS
FACILITIES NO GOVER CHARGE
Seatingu LINGERIE SHOW
g up
to 100 TUES. 12- 1:30 P.M.,

39305 PLYMOUTH ROAD

d a 30843 PLYMOUTHRD.,

{28ks. £, of Mertiman}

ToumeHolse +23%8o

HAPPY HOUR

Time s7%
for *7" you ger our gencrous poszion of Prime Rib,
along with soup, salad, potato, toll & butter,
Offer good thru March 31, 1984
{Thit ad must be presented 1a take
advantuge of offer. 2 people pee adl}
SUNDAY CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH
Serving 10-2pm.
ADULTS - "5 Seniors over 60 - 4™
Children under 10 - #3"

N LIVORIA

b

' JOINUS AT OUR
NEW ADDITION

32826 W. 5 MILE i
2826 or B
LIVONIA 425-8530 -

T
"
JOHNNY K'S
Now Appearing
Dennis Rome & Co.

Tues. thru Sat.
Joln us Tues. for 50's & 60's night!

DOUBLE

BUBBLE
Mon.-Frl.
3-7 p.m.

at. Only
14 Oz. Sttlp
Steak Dinner
I7Il =

All-You-Con-Eat Speclals
Friday, Fish Fry..... s

" Ladles Night .

Cnle':mdar";s;:eclnls
Lunchaon

. Dintee 3199 - 3999

X Pltus our regular manu
15231 FARMINGTON RD.
at Five Mile LIVONIA
Mon. thru Sat. 10 .m. - 2 a.m, Sun. 12-12
261-5551

ard

Seafood §'h°r:“- Tenderloin
Creole Toriyaki Medallions
sgos $gos $Gos !
HERE’S THE BEEF l
121b. GOURMET BURGER Y Now
[ & $3.95 N -
MON. “Roll Back the (10-12 NOON-2 | &~

Breakfast Special
Your Choice:
* €ggs, hash browns,
bacon or 18UsaQ0, Of

+ Awsortment of Omelelles, or

"+ French Toas
+ BTEAK A £GGS..
Freo Danish wit

Wedneaday, Spaghetti..

Waednesdays .

PR AL
A Dearoicy Oogs

quate Deepd
Consivtently roied

™
PN
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
MON.: SOUP and SALAD
TUES.: HALF TUNA POCKET

WED.: PASTA DAY
THURS.: BUDDY BURGER .

Detroit's Original

DEEPCDISH PIZZA

DAY
FRL.: HALF TUNA POCKET
TRY OUR VEGETARIAN
PIZZAFOR LENT
FULLBARAND
CARRY QUT

wo— 1
ANY LARGE PIZZA
: OR LARGE ANTIPASTO
COUPON EXPIRES MAR

1
LIVONIA « 261-3550 | FARMINGTON HILLS + 855-4600
3360 (W, of F 3164 Hwy.

dances, which date back several hundred years.

SHINS
'LIVONIA’S  TROPICAL FANTASY
HONG KONG STEAK 12" Thick
or N.Y. STRIP *10»

Chinese & American Food
«Cocktalls « Carry-Ouls

GET AWAY IN YOUR OWN

apanese Lunches lrom
‘CARRT-QUTS ON CONESE FOQD
BACK DOOR Chinese Lunch 113 Japanese Lunch 11:2
Chinese Dinner 3-9:30 Japanese Dinner 5.2:30
+Fios continental breaktas! FRI & AT 11030

«Minutea to fine restaursnts

Limit 2 adulte pet room

%} . COACReLANTERN

25255 Grand Rlver » Redford
Just N. of 7 Mile 533-4020

« Shrimp ala Anna...}/$13.95
+Lobater Tail..n.n. /817.95
» MY, 108K i 1/$13.95
+Veal Picatia
+Baston Broilod

Scrod Meuniere........ //$11.95
7 Open to the public Mon.-Sat,

“"" Dally Luncheon Specials

35780 FIVE MILE (Idyl Wyld Golf Coursa)  484-5555 md

(% blk. W, of Grand Rlver LIVONIA

Mon..Fri. 8 am-8 pm 4'74-5660

Sat. & Sun. 8 am-5 pm

Breakfast Sgecﬂal
Served All Day
2 EGGS ¢
AND TOAST

Dally Dinner Specials 3 pm - Close

\. .

12 HO¥'S

“2» JAPANESE and CHINESE
) Restaurant
hinese Lunches from

Fat Aevarvetions
a7

(Limt 3 Gay stay)

WITH COUPON - EXPIRES 4-30-84
SOARY NO DISCOUNTS APPLY

ChulchlNNER FOR 2
* Chicken cu:c’l‘alura‘r } ’ .

. +» Tondorloin Steak
Inzhsde 30uD, tovsed Ealsd. o1es0 & but
tata o pa ERarige ?

INN
Tues. - Sat.
Dinner Special

S119S

mouth

-~ -
0Pty 19385 feecnDaly  OE
1% Bks. V. of d

Just south of
and River
EDF ORI

|
537-0740

27331 Five Milo..
Rediord " , " 4

. Broiled Pickerel Almondine....:.
Stuffed Flounder w/crabmeat.,
-Saute’ed Lake Perch..
Shish-Kebob..i..
Prime Rib {Fi
Brolled Scrad

Charbrolled [
Everyday

5%

Whether Business or Pleasure,
Let Our Pride and Catering
Experience Work For You.
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Sheraton-Oaks

HOTELS, INNS & RESORTS v/ORLDWIDE
27000 Shoraton Dnive. Now, M) 48050
313)348-5000, Cateting Othee Ext. 620. 621




