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Oh Rio! What more

could a vacationer ask?

Travel bargain of the century

By Dorls Scharfanbarg
speclal writor

“Oh Rio! We're flying dotwn to Rio!

Rio de Janeiro ta de dum de de
ap. .. "
The words have dimmed but the
mystique lingers on. Curled into my
seat on Pan Am's finest, walting for
dawn and that-legendary harbor to
come into view, I thought of the old As-
taire-Rogers movle song and wondered
if I should have taken samba fessons.

Today it is more than the essence of
an exciting journey, Brazll Is the trave)
bargain of the century. Since devalua-
tion of the cruzelro, rooms at luxury
hotels go for as llttle as $65 for two
with breakfast, dinner in chic restau-
rants for $10, a leather purse for $a.
U.S. tour brokers offer speclal tour
rates. Brazil offers an “Alrpass” plan
to cut Inter-city costs.

Planes from North Amerlca arrive
from the wrong direction for airborne
glimpses of Rlo's famous harbor, but it
is a flecting disappointment. On the
winding drive from the alrport, every
vista is a stunner, cven wlth metropoli-
tan clutter pushing toward you. Such
matters are over-powered by views of
{forest-draped rock or by the emerald
inlets of the Atlantic Ocean,

With 5-mlllicn Inhabitants, Rio tum-
bles out from between these strange
hills with a Java flow of city that erupt-
ed ten miles Inland and spread for fif-
teen miles along the coast.

Exploring the city beglns with a two-
stage cable-car ride to the top of Sugar
Loaf Mountain, named for lts resem-
blance ta the conc-shaped molds used

to form “loaves” of sugar from boiled
cane 5ap.

Sugar Loat's “foothill” riscs to near-
ly 700 fect above the harbor, and yuu
don't sec how the vlew can get much
better. Walks with comforting walls
lead to plenic areas, a chlldren’s the-
ater and restaurant. Rio's symphony
has played up here; wedding receptions
are big business.

1t gets very qulet on top of Sugar
Loaf, the way it does at the edge of the
Grand Canyon, About 1,200 feet above
the water, with Botafogo Bay, fleets of
blg and little boats, beaches and Sao
Sabastiao do Rlo de Janelro — Rlo’s
Juli name — spread out below. Camcet-
23 click, talking stops, untll someone
runs out of film. (Sold here at planacte
prices).

I gazed until the sun dropped behlnd
distant mountalns and the clty lghts
eased on. 1t would be casler to deflne
love than to deseribe the grand panora-
ma. Buy postcards, they are the Jast re-
sort for the speechless.

Rlo was established In 1567 on near-
by Castelo Hill as a walled fortress-
town to guard the harbor. You can take
a trolley car to the oldest sectlons of
the city, called San Teresa, The colonl-
al bulldings and cobhlestone walks
have an aura of their own,

THE HIGHEST ride around is the
trip to Corcovado, site of the enormous
statue of Christ the Redeemer. Guldes
love to tell you how thls 100-foot co-
lossus welghs over 1,000 tons, that the
distance between outstretehed flnger-
tlps [s more than 80 fect and that each
hand welghs about 57 tons,

better.

Red Cross.
The Good Neighbor,
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The clty of Rio de Ja

Revealed, then obscured, by passing
clouds, the patlent image on the 3,000
foot mountaintep stands surrounded by
powerful spotlights for night-time illu-
mination. It is a beacon wlith & differ-
cnt message for every viewer.,

Corcavada can be climbed by cog
Arain, on hiklng trails, or by a winding
read through Tijuca Forest Natlonal
Preserve. You can't go to Braxl] with-
out vislting the jungle, even one that
has a restaurant next to a thunderous
waterfall. Towering trees shrouded In
mist and vines and the smell of deep
fallage are both serenc and forbidding,
Impatlens, a garden favorite at home,
provides the color contrast. This is its
nattve turf,

‘Twenty minutes and some splendld
vistas later you can be downtown,
ready to go to one of Rio's 21 muscums,
Including the Carmen Miranda collec-

day or by night. Viewing the clty from 1,200 feot up one can see the
fleats of blg and little boats on Botafogo Bay. To reach the hoights,
one can travel along a winding road through the lush folfage of Tljuca
Forest Natlonal Preserve and stop to gaze at a watartall on the way.

tion, or to the Botanleal Gardens. The
Quinta da Boa Vista Muscum was once
the offlcial residence of Brazil's Impe-
rial famlly. It is paw the site of an art
gallery and Rio’s zoo.

Sun lovers postpone everything in fa-
vor of a spot on the beach.

Ta those who live [n pursuit of better
beaches and frothier surf, Rio is the
promised sand. Twenty long, wide and
golden playgrounds line the coast, thelr
soft acres alive with bathers, ball
games and squinting gawkers. It's a
tropic sun down there,

SIDEWALKS OF vivld black-and-
white stone separate the beach from
the boulevard with its miles of shops,
hotels and bars, Mid-day actlon stops
for a “choplnho". . . smalt draft becr
favored by the Catlocas, b.c. Rio resi-
dents,

-Mid-Winter Sale
Save up to $200 per Couple! -

@

2 ACAPUICO save up to $200 per couple

March 31
April7z

Regular Price Sale Price Savinps per Couple

Acapulco Plaza 5729
Holiday Inn 639
Alr Only 339

Aprit188

$629
579
299

Regular Price Sale Price Savings per Couple

Posada vallarta $733

$679 $120

§ Aruba save up to $160 per couplet

March 25
j Holiday Inn
o Divl DIv)

5779
825
Aprilg

Reguiar Price Sale Price Savings Per Couple

$719 $120
9 160

Hollgay Inn 5779
Concorde 749

$699
669

$160
160

Casa de Campo save $140 per couple!

March 25
Apriinzs

Regular Price Sale Price Savings per Couple

2-Bedroom Caslta 5699
Casita 743

$629

$140
679 140

Departures are Jor seven nights AILENGAIS via AMEncan Teans Art charter LIRS from OoTroIL
Prices e aer person based on dounte 6CCUPANCY ANd 3re 0N retroartive

See Your Travel Agent for Full Details

The five-star Rio Palace faces Copa-
cabana Beach, the plush Inter-Conti-
nental Rio looks over Gavea Beach,
and the Ceasar Park (host {0 such di-
verse types of royalty as the King of

PHOTOS BY DOR:S SCHARFENBERG

Spaln'and “Klss"} presldes over Im.
panema, where “the girl from™ i3 from,
That's a short sampling from a long list
of classy digs now withln budget range
of middle American dreamers,

Famed jeweler H. Sterns, whose
shops grace the best lobbles, has a
workshop Just a short strol) from the
Caesar Park, Since gems are a prime
Brazillan resource, 1 went to watch
rough stones cut, buffed and mounted, I
was then ushered to a qulet corner of
the clegant, - well-guarded salesroom,
seated, and asked what 1 would Jike (o
try on. The suave, regal approach has
made Sterns a top seller . . . although
they drew a blank with me. For the sc-
rious shopper, however, high fashion
baubles go for kalf of home prices.

My colns went to humbler purses,
Rie's swarming outdoor markets, held
cvery weekend throughout the city, are
stacked with hats, hammocks, framed
butterflles and baskets. Best buys seem
to be Jeather goods, lace, ceramics and
Indlgenous art,

THE INCREDIBLE
11% FIXED-RATE
MORTGAGE
FOR OCEANFRONT OR

| IVING.

i e

ARMINGTON HILLS
ARQUND THE
WORLD TRAVEL
Graud River and Drake
Mulrwood Square

' THE TRAVEL
TRAVEL AGENT 24359 Helstead Road
4084 W. Maple ln’I;lLlﬂ ‘nglu A
422840 477-8200
LIVONIA TRAVEL
TRAVEL SERVICE SERVICE, INC.
130 W. Parklane Towers | Corner of 7 Mile & Middiebel
336-4200 478-5800 .

- :DETROIT AREA " ._ . -OAK.PARK "
"TRAVEL. TRANS GLOBAL
o
SERVICE (Kelten Towen Bidg)
Oakiland  585-8020 968-1050
Westlond ~ 425-3386
Nortbland 569-5153
Briarwood 994-0085 PORT TO PORT
238 S. Main St.
USE YOUR HUDSON'S | Plymouth, MI 48170
CHARGE 4534100

SQUTHFIELD .

Greatways
358-0680

Sults 113 Troy
649-5500

make your

GETAWAY

Now avallable is a tong-forgotten Interast rate of 11% for either
fIrst or sacond home buyers, and the mortgaéeis fully assumable
for the tirst two years. It's avaitable now at andpebble, the very
successful condomintum community on Hulchinson [sland in
Stuan. These fixed-rate, 11% mortgages with 20% down are for
luxurious 2 bedroom/2 bath apartment homes overlooking the
ocean or the majestic Indian River.

Sandpebble residents also enjoy thelr own tennis couts,
swimming pools, barbecug facllities, jogging and bike path, a
gpmmumly Center on a lake, and free boat slips on the Indian

iver,

We've been saying the location Is rare and the time is right.
Now It's better than ever with 11% tlnancing, Call collect today:
(305) 225-1600.

This offer will be dJ at the doveloper's
discration without notice.

Oceanfront from
Aa n $195,000

Thelocation is rare.} The time is Tight W /
2601 N.E, Ocean Baulevard NO
Hutchinson (sland, Stuart, Florida 33494
Collect (305) 2251600

VA Zareba Commanttics, oc.

Riveriront from
$148,000

“Yypical terms: Prico $160,000. Down payment $32,000(20%). Mongage
©0f$128,000 payable in 84 equal monthly princlpal and Interost payments
of $1,218.99 at 11% interest with a balloon payment at the ond of seven
years. Annual percentage rate Is 11%. 3% originatlon joo and closing

costs, Fricus subject lo changa.

Thi vout Yo 2789 200

¥



