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Even artists must learn to paint signs

‘This Is another In a series of lessons
on art and drawlng by special colum-
nist David Mess-
Ing. He has
taught for elght
years and oper-
ates an art
store, Art Store -
snd More, 18774 gt
Middlebelt,
Livonla. Mess- Mo
ng ecourages { N S -
questlons and comments from read-
ers. You may write him at hls store or
c/o Observer Newspapers, 23352
Farmlington Road, Farmington MI
48024,

By David Measing
spoclal writer

Solomon in the Bible asked many
questions in his scarch for wisdom and
understanding. I too, ask many ques-
tions though they seem simple com-
pared to Solomon’s, For instance: What
are those little things in taploca pud-
ding? What do they really put Into eg-
grolls? Do solicitors ever read "no so-
ticitor” signs? How do they put stripes
in toothpaste?

I also wonder how the ozone layer Is
doing now that I stopped uslng acrosol
cans. And where [s the bathroom in
these little photomat buildings? One of
my son's, (when 5 years old) asked, “If
orphans don't have parents, then how
did they got borned?”

Well, here Is an interesting questlon,
whoever sald that an artist can paint
signs? Let me take thls occaslon to offi-
cially state that 99% percent of artists
€an not, do net, and would not palnt a
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sign, It it were not for our pride or the
money. Most people assume that an
artlst can palnt signs more caslly than
draw, Just by looking at our signatures
they should know that this Is quite the
contrary.

PRIDE ALONE forced me into my
first few slgns. Somvone would say
“Boy you're really a good actlst. So I
know you would have no problem with
4 quick sign for my club With a
toothy grin I would say, “Sure, no prob-
lem.” Then for the next six hours I
would hide In my bedroom trying to get
the two O's In “moose” to look the
same.f

Carefully I would outline my sign in
{elt tip pens and then begin slowly {1l
ing In the letters, praying my felt tp

t pen would not dry up. Overcome by the
Ielt tip fumes I 'would stumble out of
my room looking much like Casper the
Ghost. Then dellvering my sign with a
confident smile I would say “Oh ycah, 1
Just Knocked It out today, no big deal
««.foranartlst.”

Alter struggling for years with slgns
1found that there Is another good motl-
vation other than pride alone. Money,
You know that stuff that separates the
“starving” frem the “artlst.” Usually
signs are commissloned from business-
es and the word business has two dollar
slgns,

Here is a good example. 1 recently
palnted a sign on canyas that required
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We invite you to compare. ..
but Woodcliff
is incomparable.

A limited edition of exceptional cluster
condominiums situated In 2 private pocket of natural
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liftle artistic talent. The was
very happy and thought $350 was a
very reasonable fee. I eoutd pour my
heart and soul inte one of my anima)l
paintings and in order to receive $350 1
would have to throw into the deal a
year of free car washing, It doesn't
seem falr, but that is the way It Is. Most
paintings hover between agony and
ecstasy untll the finishing touch ks ap-
plied and the visual expression §s com-
plote. Ventllated and satistied, we art-
ist look upon the creation and smile,
forgetting all about the effort spent to
produce it. It is truly a shame that this
artlstlc effort is not appreclated finan-
cially as Is a sign that is merely as they
say, “knocked out.”

LET ME quickly say that I am by no
means discounting the slgn palnter. 1,
more than most artlsts, appreciate the
art of sign patnting. Because, 1 have
siruggled over “Q's" labored with a
“B" and practically lost my sanity over
an “S,"” believe me I appreelate the
abllity of a sign painter, Since most
artlsts are not sign palnters (and by the
way, most sign palnters are not artlsts)
1 would like to glve you some tips for

your , flrst sign

The most common slgn order would
probably be paper signs or “banncrs.”
Now there are two types of paper
signs. The first type is what is called
“meat market” slgns. You have all
scem these. They are loosely and boldly
palnted signs that might read “HAM
SPECIAL." Then a price per pound.
These algns are palnted with a wide
hair brush er more recently with the
incxpensive foam rubber brushes, The
paint used i3 simply a water base tem.
pra thinned down. If you Jook closcly at
meat market signs you wlll see that the
water based paint has caused the
banner paper to ripple. Thls type of
sign is inexpenslve and is only Intended
Lo be used for a week or 50,

The next type of paper algn Is more
commonly seen where stores requlre a
better quality seml-permanent window
sign. Here, the sign palnter lays out the
slgn on the paper with a vine charcoal
stick. Any mlstakes or unwanted gulde
lines can be easlly removed by rubbing
them with a chamols. So even us artlsts
can “waork up" or should I say “swent
up a pretty decent layout without

anyone knowing how many attempts it
took, Now with the charcoat Inyout ac-
curately completed, all you need to do
is paint perfect lnes with a floppy

brush. Sound hard? That's rlght I am+
not even golng to try to make It sound
easy. On the better paper signs you
must use oll base poster palnts,
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STUNNING FRANKEL BUILT home In

central alr, open flowing plén, clrcular
drive, professionally landscaped aet.
ting, deck too! 626-9100. $169,000.

ON TREED 8
Featuros

8100. $189,900,

TTING boasting close to
two acres! Sharp Frankel buiit Coloni-
al with spaclous floor plan. 4 bed-
roome, library, quality oxiras! 628-

CHARMING Olde Franklin Towne
finds spacious Two-story backing to
commons area, Neutral decor, contral
air, delightful family room with fire-

placo. Juet Iisted! 826-9100. $124,900.
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FARMINGTON HILLS! Custom

built

two-story with

sq. ft. Dramatic :I;Irway leads
bedroom plan. Marble firoplace, more
olegant foatures! 626-9100. $138,900,

3,114
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9100. $195,000.

SOLAR CONTEMPORARY design is
f in newer home. Features so-
lazium, master bedroom with sunken
tub bath, apectacular groat room. 626-

RAOLLING RILLTOP SETTING prasents
spectacular location for quality cus-
tom home offering island kitchen,
step-down living room, master aulte,

bay windows tool 628-8100, $114,500.

S

A RARE OPPORTUNITY! Beautitul
custom Ranch with open flowing Inte-
tior highlighted in light alry decor. Ca-
thedral cellings, central vacuum, in-
tercom, more! 851-8100, $129,900.

MOVE-IN CONDITION! Ready for im-

y, superbly remod-

newer kitchen, open ftloor plan, cen-
trat alr, two decks! Superb] 626-9100.
$92,

eled Ranch Includes Upper Long Lake
Privileges. Noutral
more! 851-8100. $89,900. 53831,

decor, levelors,

PRIVATE WOODED SETTING foatures
custom home with open fioor plan,
Approximately 2832 sq. . plan foa-
tures 3 full baths, 3 car garags. Great
for large famllyl 626-9100, $134,000.

MAINTAINED TO PERFECTION! Quali-
ty bullt two-story on premium srea in
Lathrup Village. 1at floor den, full wall
fireplaco In family room, fonced sot-
ting! 628-9100. $85,900.

SPECTACULAR BUY) 37,500 assumes
10% Land Conlract, $405 @ mo. due
1686. 3 bodroom Ranch closa to shop-
ping, expressways, Won't last! Call
nowl 628-9100. $34,500. 83910,

BLOOMFIELD HILLS 'FARMINGTON RILLS
L ... " FRANKLIN .
. 1520 N, Woodward

alLong Lake Rd.

647-5100" " :

A PAMPERED BEAUTY! Sparkling
Ranch with parquet floors, fireplace,
beautiful setting with many fruit trees,
Just listed! 628-9100. $53,500. 53969,

- -689-8900
ATURDAY-S AM,

FARMINGTON MEADOWSI Contem-
porary decor
with cathedral
lighting, noutral tonea. Great rec room
toot 851-8100. $119,800, 53913,

obhounds throughout
collings, reccased

3, ki I3 Ry i
BACKS TO WOODED SETTING! Nou-
trally decoraled Ranch

In prime
ares. 3 bod nowar
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5017 Rochester Ad,
. siLeong Leke Rd.

" ROCHESTER

kitchen, oxcoptional value. 8'29-9100.
53252, .

- 1000 W, Univeraity
{in Meadowhipnok Pl

..651-8850
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