By Tim Richard
staff writer

A state House of Representatives
committee has approved and sent to
the House floor two bllls to atlow gov-
erning boards more privacy under the
Open Mectings Act.

‘The House Towns and Countics Com-
mittee last week gave 8-0 approval to
House Bill $219, sllowing clesed-door
performance evaluations of such hired
offlcials as city managers, school su-
per and college p LIt
ls sponsored by the committee chalr.
man, Rep. Richard Fitzpatrick, D-Bat-
tle Creek.

‘The committee also gave 8.0 approv-
,al (o House Bill 4850, which allaws gov-
crning boards to meet In private homes
as long as they advertlse the meeting
as open to the public.

The blll was sponsored by Rep. Willls
Bullard, R-Mliford. He said some upper
peninsula townships shut down thelr
meeting halls for the winter, The bil), if
it becames law, would apply statewide.

NO ACTION was taken yet on the
most contraversial of a package of
Open Meetings Act amendments —
House Bill 4849 by Bullard allowlng
governing boards to hold closed-door
meetings with thelr attorneys whenev.

er a lawsult Is threatened.

Current law oallows closed-door
meetings only when o lawsuit has actu-
ally been filed and where open discus.
slon might have a detrimental financial
effect on its seltlement.

Bullard said his Milford Township
was spending $80,000 o year on attor-
neys' fecs, 90 pereent in zoning cases,
but many could have been seitled
quickly If closed mectings were al-
lawed early in the proceedings.

His view was supported by Michael
Karwoskl of the State Bar Association,
“"Once pleadings have been filed, par-
ties have a tendency to become intran-
sigent,” said Karwoskl.

But Rep. John Cherry, D-Cllo, sald
allowibg closcd-door sesslons for
“threatened” lawsuits would “open the
floodgates for prlvate sesslons.”

Other committee questions and re-
marks ind were unllke-

ack-room politics?
More secrecy sought for public bodies

formance evaluatlons of hired offlcials.

The current law-allows closed-door
sesslons only for charges or disclpli-
nary proceedings. A state Court of
Appeals ruling agalnst the board of
Henry Ford Communlty College sald a
performance evaluation is far dlfferent
frem a disciplinary proceeding and
must be done in open sesston beeause of
the publlc interest.

Fitzpatrick's bill would wipe out the
effect of the court rullng. A 1980 ver-
slon of the bill was vetoed by then-Gov.
William G, Mililkken, A 1982 version
was passed by the state Scnate but
stalled in the House.

Tom Bernthal, representing the
Michigan Communlty Colleges Assocla-
tion, sald “performance evaluations
would be more meanlngful” if done In
closed sesslons,

Kathleen Strauss, representing the

ly to approve HB 4849 as eastly as the
other biils were reported out.
Three were ab-

of School Boards,
sald closed-door sessions “make ft pos-
sible for us to do a better job . . . The

sent {rom the session, Including Rep.
Ruth McNamee, R-Birmlngham, the
only member from the Observer & Ec-
centric area.

SPOKESPERSONS for local govern-
ment_organizations lobbied hard for
HB 5219, allowing closcd-door per-

Help for hearing impaired

As a puhlle service to hearing Im-
paired indlviduals in the tri-county
area, Oakland Community College now
operates three Telcommunlcation De-
vices for the Deaf (TDD).

The telephone devices, which work
Mlke teletypewriters, can be utilized by
those with compatible systems. A
caller dlals the speeial TDD number,
places the receiver on a machine that

resembles a typewrlter, and types out a
message. The message Is then
transmitted through the machine and
printed out at the receiving end.
Hearing impaired Individeals re-
questing information through TDD sys-
tems may catl OCC at: Bee Center Ad-
minlstratlon Offices, 540-1822; High-
land Lakes Campus, 360-3134; and
Southeast Campus System, 399-9707.

can be more open and hon-
est” than the written report, which
would stlll have to be made public.

Rep. Jelt Sietsema, D-Grand Raplds,
said, “I don't sce where there's a prob-
lem. I don't think school boards are
running the district. They are ‘yes' per-
sons for the administration. The admin-
istratton runs the district.”
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But Sletsema reversed himself on
the vote, supporting the blll.

TIHOMAS NORDBERG, a Lansing
attorney for various local governing
rds, sald the problem for school
boards fs, “When does an evaluation be-
come a complalnt?”

Nordberg sald boards are torn by the
requlrement, on one side, to protect an
employee’s rights and on the other by
the open meetings requirement.

“It's cheaper to do it in closed ses-
slon than to violate the employce's
rights,” Nordberg said,

Under questioning by a commilttee
member, Nordberg said a schoo) board
member’s comment that a superintend-
ent shouldn’t have called a “snow day"
should be construed as a complaint and
dealt with in closed sesslon.

“You don’t have open and frank dis-
cus:lon In public meetings,” Nordberg
sald,

Bradford G. White, editor of Michi-
gan AN Media ‘News, a Lansing
nowsletter, sald passage of HB 5219
would make the Open Mectings Act
“more than 50 percent ineffectlve.”

White sald that as cxeeptlons allow-
ing closed meetlngs are added to the
law, the number of topics discussed In
closed sesslons “lends to increase in a
geometrlc progression.”

Visit our new Shwroom & Warehouse and
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Saturday, March 24.
The only exclusive
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in Michigan.

In Birmingham.
Smack dab
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Woodward at Brown.
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Special Bonus
Interest

NOW!

ANNUAL INTEREST RATE
FOR THE FIRST 3 MONTHS

ANNUAL INTEREST RATE
FOR THE REMAINING
21 MONTHS

Minimum deposit: $500.00

With our new Two-Year Bonus Rate Certificate, you earn a 1-1,00% annual inlerest
rate for Lhe first three months and a 10.00% annual interest rate for the remaining 21
months. Lock up these high interest rates NOW for a full two years!
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