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Southwestern ends Rice’s deam se

By Marty Budner
statf wrller

It was 10 years ago this month that
Blrmingham Brother Rlce won Its first
and only Class A basketball chemplon-
ship at Jenlson Field House on the
Michigan State Unlversity campus,

In fact, that was the last time a Class
A champlonshlp basketball game was
held there. They've since been played
at Crisler Arena tn Ann Arbor.

‘The Warriors made a sentimental re-
turn trip to the 'l big barn on the
banks of the Red Cedar River Friday
afternoon. Things dldn't work out quite
&1 nice as that 1974 appearance.

Rice's bid for a sccond Class A state
champlonshlp was folled 60-57 by &
wellwoached group representing De-

The celebration’s off

The loss snapped Rice's season-ending
winnlng string at seven games.

“Gelting to the state semiflnals Is a
dream that every high school coach
has,” paid Rice's Nick Conti, who bas
never made it to a atate semifinal
game in 15 years of coaching.

“IT’S A GREAT experience to know
your season has gone right down to the
wire," he sald. *It means the same to us
in the same way (hat It means for Bob-
by Knlght to go to Seattle. This is our

ttle.

Even though it wasn't the NCAA bas-
ketball champlonships (which will be
played thls year in Seatle), the atmos-
phere was the same Friday In East
Lansing. A large crowd from around
bz slate watched the teams play a
v

trolt n. The Prosp
advanced to the Saturday’s state cham.
plonship game for the third straight
year where they played tournament fa-
vorite Flint Northwestern,

Meanwhile, Rice’s scason ended with
an overall 22.5 record, Including a
Catholte League regular-season title
and state district and reglonal erowns.

% EY:

Tarenco
Wheolor attempts to paes off
while a loaping Andy Kolp do-
fonds.

ery game. For the moat
part, both squads were content to bring
the ball alowly up court, set up thelr
affenses and walt for the good shot.

But, in the end, It was defense that
won the game for Southwestern.

‘The Prospectors watched their 35-28
halftime advantpge dlsintegrate in
minutes as the Warrlors scored 13 of
the third quarter’s first 15 peints. Rlce
took the lead 39-37.

The teams traded polnts and leads
untll four minute mark of the fourth
quarter, That’s when Southewestern's
delense took over,

The Prospectors caused a couple key
turmovers on Rlce guards B.J. Arm-
strong and Andy Kolp, They took ad-
vantage of both those miscues to con-
struct a 50-53 lead with less than min-
uie to play.

Rice, looking alittle tred from its
stitring third-quarter comeback, could
only foul in desperation 23 time ran

i

day in tho semifinals,

Brother Rico junior point guard B.J,

ason at Jenison

by GARY CASKEY/stuft pholographer

Armstrong Is restrained by the hand of Dotrolt Southwaestern’s Claronce Jones during action Fri-

out. Southwestern made six of its nine and 1 think over the course of four straight shots. Rice had with n then took d better and this loss can't take that
free throws down the stretch to cllnch  guarters we just slowed them down,”  Southwestern's press in the second  the fourth quarter wlith Its defensa znd away”
the victory. he sald. quarier and that resufted in the Pros.  timely foul shootlng. But, Conti and Rlee would have en-

“WE STRESS defense from the ninth
grade on up,” sald Southwestern coach
Perry Watson, whose team lost the last
two state titles to Flint Central. “Our
players understand that defense is
what wins atate titles, Offcnse gets the
glamour but defense wins,

“I'm not surprised that Rlce came
back ke they did because I have a lot
of respect for coach Conti and Rice.
But, we caused a couple turnovers and
got some key rebounds. Right at the
end Rice wasn't geting thelr second

shots.
“We just have tremendous balance

Conti was satisfled with the way
Rice responded in the second half.
However, he sald a couple second-half
lapses were the difference [n the game.

“I thought we coutd have gotten the
ball inslde a lttie better and I thought
we were a Hitle too soft defensively in
the second halt,” said Contl. *But, In a
situation like we were In (the state
semifinals), it's usually what the win-
ning team does right and not necessari-
ly what the losing team did wrong.”

The teams were Ued at 12 after the
first quartcr, thanks to a red-hot open-
Ing minute as Rice guards Kolp and
Armastrong hit nothing but net on three

peciors ataking out thelr nine-point
halftime advantage.

SENIOR FORWARD Matt Dingens
opencd the second half with a short
jumper, then, after a basket by
Southwestern's talented senlor center
Clarence Jones, who scored all 10 of his
team's third-quarter points, Rice tal-
lled 11 stralght polnts to get back into
the game.

Armstrong, who finlshed with a
game-high 21 polnts, scored seven of
polnts In that streak, Including a lay-up
basket where he raced all the way
down court alter grabbing a rebound,

Senior forward Ray Wheelock —
Rice’s 'super sub' — scored 16 polats
and had flve rebounds, Dingens, had six
rebounds, and Kolp finished with eight
points each. Jeft junior

joyed a state-champlonship eelebration
slmilar to that one held 10 years ago.

aj
center, led Rlce with eight rebounds,

Jones, who played two years In the
shadow of highly pudlicized Southwest-
ern alumnus Antoine Joubert, led
Southwestern with 18 polnts and elght
rebounds. Senlor forward Chauncey
Scott had 11 polnts.

“It's been a great year for us,” sald
Contl. “Our team responded in every
way possible. We've golten better and

60 — DROTHER RICE 37

Wheeler 2, 0-0, 4. TOTALS: 22, 14-38,
BROTIIER RICE (37) — Tim Exvin i, v, %;
Matt Dingens 4, 0-2, &, Jeit Herberbols 0, £
B.J. Armutroag 8, 5-5, 11; Andy Kolp 3, 2.3,
Wheelock 3, 8-§, 18. TOTALS; 31, 18-19, 57.
TOTAL POULS: Brother Rice 13, Sout
18, FOULED OUT: Nooe.
BROTHER RICE
DET. SOUTIIWESTERN
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By C.. Risak
staffwritor  *

ALK ABOUT DEPTH.
E This season’s edltion of the

All-Observer volleyball team

fs 50 deep the third team
could probably beat the second team —
maybe even the top selections,

That's no knock against the flrst or
second teammers. Bul it s a tribute to
the overall quality of play throughout
the arca this past season. .

As team performance goes, Livonla
Stevenson reigned supreme, coming up
Just one game shy of & Class A state
championshlp. The §) ost a
three-game  hearlbresker ' to Flint
Kearsley in the atate finals.

Stevenson flnlshed with a sparkling
335 match record, locludlng tourna-
ment victories at Detroit Henry Ford,

epth

charge: Area spikers deadly

FIRST TEAM

Linda Loeffler, Steveuson, senior:
Locffier was the Spartans’ team leader
— nat just this season, but for the past
three, A 94 percent server and 84 per-
ceat sefter ln Western Lakes Activitles

the All-Tournament team at Schoal-
craft and Is an All-State nomince.

“Her abillty to set the 5-1 offense
was the key for our succeasful scason,”
sald Stevenson coach Lee Cagle, “Her
scls were alwaya predictable; very soft
and consistent. She will be extremcly
hard to replace.”

Tami Scarto, Stevenson, senlor: Scur-
to excelled as a hitter. And as a server,
And on defense and as a leader. In
short, Scurto provided that quality eve-

all-area volleyball

“She kept us in many matcehes with
her hitting versatllity."

Llsa Bokovoy, Stevenson, junlor:
Bokavoy's strang hitting ability was the
center of the Spartan offense and de-
fense, Her list of accolades reads the
same as her two All-Observer team-
mates: AIl-WLAA, All-Scheolcraft, an
All-State nominee.

Bokovoy connected on 87 percent of
her splkes, 81 percent of her serves and
89 percent of ber sets,

“Our front lines on offense and de-
fense were bullt around ber ouistand-
ing abllity,” sald Cagle. “She')l lead us

record whlle earnlng All-Catholic
League and Division honors.

“She [s,” summed up Borgess coach
Jerry Abraham, “a top-motch young
lady and a very dedicated team play-
et

Katy Smytbe, Bishop Borgess, sen-
for: While Rzepka flnlshed the plays,
Smythe started them. Abraham called
Smythe “the (Inest setter in the Catho-
lic League”, but that wasn't her only
quatlties. She was also a team leader
and very durable, playing every point
of every game thls season.

An All-Cathollc League performer

Amy Aussin, North Farmington, sen.
Jor: Austln didn't do a llttle bit of ev-
erything for the Raiders, She did a lot
of everything, setting 14 school records
in ber carcer.

She was an cutstanding server (91
percent) and equally superd on defense
(90 percent serve receptlon). She con-
nected on 87 percent of her splkes and
collected 163 kills. Her achool career
records fnclude digs (382), tips (245),
blocks (217), spikes (1,088) and ace
spikes (419),

“Amy [s the total player In volley-
ball," zald coach Sandy Lubienieckl
"She comblnes her superior front row
skilte — blocks, spikes, tips — with ag-
gressive back row play.

“Amy never quits, whether It's her
effort to mprove her skills or playing
aut a polnt in a game,”

dlgger and scrver,” sald Frankiln
coach John Miltz. “She plays wlith intet-
llgence, and most of her kills are a re-
sult of finding the holes in the defense.”

JUI Waterman, Farmliogton, senlor:
A powerful left-handed hitter desplte
her 5-7 atature, Watcrman, a four-year
varslty player, was also an outstanding
server (82 percent) and passer {82 per-
cent).

Waterman led Farmington in kills
and service aces and had a 90 percent
hitting average. The team captaln
carned Al-WLAA honors this season
and has an offer from Oakland Unlver-
sity to play next year.

“JH1 Is an excellent all-around play-
er and team leader,” sald Farmington
coach Kim O'Neill. “She’s good In the
back court as well s at the net.”

Dearborn Edsel Ford and Schooleraft  ry winalng feam necds — versatility, ~ next year.” who carties a 3.3 grode polnt, the 5-6  Carolyn Smith, Livonla Frankiln,
College. Scurto’s WLAA splking average was setter and co-captaln led Borgess toan  Junlor: Smith will be hard-pressed to  Laurie Huston, Mercy, senfor: Like
Three Spartans were sclected by 1o- 80 perceat, Her setting was 83 percent  Nancy Raepka, Bishop Borgess, sen-  85-23 record over the past two scasons.  improve on her performances of the many of the All-Observer choices, Hus-

cal coaches to the nine-person first
tcam. Redford Blshop Borgess landed
two, with North Farmington, Livonla

Franklin, Farm!ngton and Farmington
Hills Mercy puttlng ene cach on the
teal

m.
So here It 1s: the 1984 All-Observer
volleyball team.

and her serving was a sparkling 938 per-
ceot. She was All-WLAA, All-Schoal-
craft and an All-State nemince.

“She was an outstanding left-handed
hitter on the strong and weak slde,”
2ald Cagle. “She waa a team Jeader, al-
ways poslilve, and an outstanding
server, leadng the team in aces.

lor: All-around scems the best way to
describe this 11-letter winner (basket-
ball and softball, as well as volleyball).
At 5-foot-11, she led Borgess with an 87
percent spiking average, including 40
percent for kills,

A 4.0 student and team co-captain,
Rrepka helped lead Borgess to a 34-16

She plans to continue playing in col-
lege,

“She ks a very durable and intelligent
athlete, with great teadership quall-
tes,” sald Cagle. “Her polse and soit
hands enabled Borgess to galn success
attacking from varlous arcas of the
court.”

past two seasons.

After ail, she’s been All-Norihwest
Suburban League as bath a sophomore
and junfor. This season she collected
189 kills and 58 serving aces, but her
talents were refined in all parts of the
game.

“Carolyn is an excellent passer,

ton excelled in all phases of the game.
But her statisties were partlcularly im-
presslve, surpassing §0 percent in serv-
ing (93), splking (97} and blocking (92).
She had a §$ percent kil average and
46 percent average In serving aces,

Ploase turn to Pago 2
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