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‘Why do I always have to be in this kind
of pickie? The Democratic-Republican
politics in this counly are something

else.’

— Sheriff Johannoes Spreen
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“He Is a top-notch professional who
will have full authorlty,” said Spreen,

INSTEAD OF submltting his name
to the commisslon's genera) govern.
ment committee for approval as re-
quired, the sherlff asked commission-
ers to suspend the rules and approve
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County arbitrati
award is amended

Oakland County has received an
amended arbltratlon award covering
Sherifi’s Department employees for
contract years 1982-83 and 1984-85.

The umended uward repluces the
original arbltratlon pane) award fssued
in December 1983, which covered only
1982 and 1983,

Approximately 300 sheriff's employ-

the built-in salary Indases from
1982-83 award.
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A top-of-the-scale  deputy  whit
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tmonths of refroactive pay, excluding
overtime.

Cost of the 1982-83 amended award
is $1.87 million. Cost of the 1984-85
award is $3.7 million, which includes
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If approved by the commilttee at Its
meetlng today, the appolntment could

.be made at the April 12 board meeting,

“We do have problems, and I'd Ilke
him to get to work as scon as possible,”
Spreen explained during a Republican
cancus meeting.

When told he should go through the
regular procedure, the sherifi “im-
plored" commissioners to reconsider.
"This man is up here from Florida, and
It's really an impositlon on him. And
we have pressing problems,” he told
the commissloners.
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But Republicans stood their ground,
suggesting Spreen put his candidate on
the payroll on a temporary basts.

“Every tlme something comes to us
without proper preparatlon, we end up
with egg on our face," sald commis-
sloner Anne Hobari, R-Ponttac.

“What does he do for the next two
weeks?” Spreen asked,

“We didn’t invite him here, Sheriff,”
the commissioner replied.

QUESTIONED ABOUT his short no-
tice, Spreen told the that

Jail administrator waiting in wings

“We are under the gun because of the
consent judgment,” Spreen added.

“If 1 can’t get a jall administrator of
my choosing, I will write to the judge
and get him to appoint a jail master to
take control of the Jall. And that will
cost you mllllons.”

Visiting  the Democratic caucus,
Spreen explained to his fellow party
members that the appointment wiil go
through committee. Democrats sug-
geslcd preparing a resolution to con-
If it falled,

p 2
Oakland County Executive Danlel Mur-
phy suggested he bring Saunders to
their caucus meeting. He also ox-
plained that the cnndldn(e paid his own
expenses to the area.

lhe action then would be referred to the
general-government commlttee.

“I don't want to stir up something
that shouldn't be stirred,” said the sher-
iff.
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