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“It was Just 2 little town, and the
township was completely rural with
farms, very productive farms, and lots
of orchards,” he said. “In the morning,

“the farmers would bring thelr milk to
the datry downtown. It was Just cotires
ly different than it Ls now.”

© AS HAMLIN remembered It, another

e ™

«carrler
‘of the month

::Chuck Voss

‘The March Carrler of the Month s
« Chuck Voss, 13, 2 student at OE Dunck-
¢l School. He [s the son of Roy and El-
+len Voss. Chuck Is active in Boy Scout
.troop 263 where he recently was
:awarded the Order of the Arrow after
: having raised $300 for to fight cystic
*fibrosls, He is also active in soccer and
. baseball leagues. Chuck notes that hls
* older brother, Ray, 17, was named both
« & carrier of the month and the year at
the Farmington Observer and Chuck
+ hopes to follow In his footsteps. His fa-
- vorite subjects are math, sclence, geog-
; raphy, art and drafting. He plans to go
* on to college and become a paycholo-
gist.

Ityouwsntiobea
Farmington Observor
carrlor, please call

591-0500

By

man's misfortune was responsible for
his atart In Farmington.

"I came down to vislt my cousln in
Detroit, Intending to get a job some-
whero, probably in an automobile
plant,” he sald. “He was a salesman. I
went with him on his route one day, and

* westopped In Farmington.
Y

man pamed Herman Schroeder
bad the only meat market in town, But
be was closed that day because he was
home sfck. My cousln went to see him
and told blm that he'd go over to the
store and get the meat orders out for
the weckend and that I'd help,

“Herman ‘came over that night all
bundled up (be bad the flu) and asked
me if I'd stay on and help him for a few
days untfl he felt better,”

Hamlin, having nothing better to do,
accepted. He commuted daily from De-
trolt on an Interurban traln to & job
that blossomed Into about elght months
of steady employment.

“Finally, my brothers came down
and took my job, and I went off selling
real estate,” Hamlin satd,

Thriving as a Realtor, Hamlin even-
tually accumulsted enough money to
buy the market, located on Grand Riv-
er about where the Old Village Inn tay-
ern I3 today, from Schroeder, The atore
was renamed Hamlin's Market.

“There was not much to it as a mar-
kel Hamlin recalled. “It kad aa ice
refrigerator — you'd put the ice up
above, Of courre, those were the days
when you were selling three pounds of
hamburg for a quarter,”

YEARS LATER, during the Great
Depression, Hamlln moved the market
& few doors southeast on Grand River
to a bullding be purchased for about

4,00

This locatlon, which had been a bank
and was to serve as a clty holl, was
home for Hamlin's Market until ke sold
it In 1044, Over the years, he ndded
electric refrigeration and a full line of
grocerics,

After selling the market, Hamlin
opened a bowling establishment, Farm-
ington Lanes, which [s operated taday
by hls son Fred,

“Your soclal life was pretty well
conilned to your own Ilttle area with
your Eastern Star dances and your par-
tes and such,” Hamlin said of his life
In Farmlogton half a century ago. “The
roads weren't good llke they are now
and you dldn't travel all over.

“But that Interurban was really
somethlog. You could get on In Farm-
Ington and go just about anywhere , |, .
Port Huron, Ann Arbar, just about any-
where.”

Hamlin, who was clected to the clty
commisslon shortly after going into
business, remembered that Farmlng-
ton was no hotbed of politics,

“We were just a group of citlzens
trying to run the town," he said, “If
somebody new happened to come to
town and showed some intereat In the
clty, we'd decido that he'd make a good
mat on the commission.

"Well, ke'd be naked, and i be ac-
cepted, there'd usually be no problem
gettlng him in. Usuzlly, there’d be no
competition.

HAMLIN RECALLED that he was
part of a group that drafted Farming-
ton's flrst zoning ordlnances back in the
Iate 1930s.

“There were a lot of problems in
those daya,” he zald. “Anybody could do
or build anything they wanted. We had
no planning at all,

“Howard Warner was the mayor at
the time, and I was on the commission.
1 kept hotlering about having no plan-
ning or zoning, a0 he appointed me a
commlitee of one and told me to do
something about {t.

“I got two other fellows . . , and wo
held meetings for a year, We met with
all the old-time builders about good
bullding practices, and we flnally got
our code down. § remember the entire
cost ’al bullding up our code came to
$27.”

mayor witnesses areas growth

In Pontlae,” sald Hamlln, who spent 14
years (1956-69) ms chalrman of the
board. Hls long years of service earned
hitn a title — Mr. Oakland County.

was on the old jkland County Board
of Supervisors {fv called the Oakland

Back then, Farmlngton was run by a
commission with the mayaer acting as
manager, and things ran smoothly
enough In its small-town days.

“It was a very small operation,”
Hamlin sald. 1 think we had two po-
leemen and & volunteer fire depart.
ment.”

But Farmington'a problems started
multiplying in the early '508 when thou.
sands of Detrolters started looking at
the area 23 a desirable place to lve.
Hamlin found himself dealing with a
constant stream of road, draln and
sewer probiems.

“I felt It was too much for a mayor
who had to eamn his living somewhere
clse,” he sald. "I got to where I was
gofng up to clty hall every mornlng for
an hour or two to try and get things
golng.

“0f course, there was no pay, or [t
was very mininmal, $5 a meeting, or
something llke that.”

HAMLIN PROPOSED the city-max-
ager form of government, which pro-
vides for a professional to run the clty,
for Farmington in the late '40s and ear-
1y *s0s. Commlssloners were cool to the
Idea at flrst, Hamlln remembered, al-
though the newly formed Junlor Cham-
ber of Commerce supported it, as did
Farmington Enterprise editor Jim
T

a

l:!%rmlnxlon {lnally changed over to
the counell-clty manager form of goy-
ernment, but ot unlll after Hamlin
had left offlce.

As mayor, Hamlin automatically

County Co n), and spent much
of his time in Pgac, the county seat.
“My whole agity more or less was
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6201 W, Maple, West Bloomfield .
1 Mite E. of Henry Ford Hospital ‘
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» Full Montessori Academic Program
* Also, summer activitles & Field Trips
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r . L
(4 I Q0 softc 0 ur
i $15.00 | $95090 fanGentact y
\ t Eye Exam = Wchudos prolossional eye exom,
P, 1 byulcmonlmmm'm
[} s6d ] 1
| s |l SRR expenses
F and binocular mocsuraments 1 oteot, vilen
1 which detect any noed for [ ‘erwo1 ond Jem cokid care kif,
1 conecive lenses (Good ] muwmlm
| through March 31,1664).0c 1| I Sesecstocimens iooiiere
[Crpatinrewaia- w1 (Riresy fow price for BAL
| Tvovor Maeady, o, P
: contactlonses avalotle.
! .
e e i et e
) Ll
B Co/op Optical- S 0 ln
. Open to Everyone

'!l

S2P

The Savings Are Right 8efore Your Eyes .

GLAUCOMA SCREENING INCLUDED

Classified

© ICENSED OPTOMETRISTS » DESIGNER FRAMES

mm”f‘&m‘?m‘“’mw&"“%w
 BLUE CROSS/MEDI-MET » PHONE FOR APPOT
VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEFTED

Obgerver& Eecentric
oeme
644-1070 Oaklandpunty

e 0710220 PUPEL 2720828 WAL gevam
T Banes 7707720
Rt 266000 1AM, 2037850

MU o208 Ay MR ofic

§81-0900 Wayne Cinty
852-3222 Rochest¢Avon

cagsélgled

— . —




