‘Brake puts halt to critics compla

By C.J. Alsak
staff writor

Other than success on the fleld of
play, perhaps the best thing that could
happen to an athlete i3 to be recognized
for his talents.

So why should Greg Brake, the ace of
the Western Michigan Unlversity pitch-
Ing staff, be upset after hls name
appeared so prominently in a story
printed In the March 19 issue of Sports
Illualrnlcd’

“The anawer is Umlog. The story —
which concerncd scouts and scouting —
was wrltten about a Greg Brake of
three years ago, a player who had just
completed hls freshman scason at
Western,

And It didn’t deal with his talent.
Rather, the story spoke of his lack of
talent.

“IT DISAPPOINTED ME at first,”
Brake, now a sealor, sald, “Then I real-
ized what he sald happened threc years

ago. Slnee then I've developcd more ve-
locity.

Thc story, an excerpt from Kevin
Kerrane's soon-to-be-published  book,
“Dollar Slgn on the Muscle,” dealt in
part with Gary Nickels of the Philldel-
phia Phillies and his scouting of tho
1881 AAABA World Series In Johns-
town, Penn. Brake, a Redfard Blshop
Borgess graduate, was pitchlng for De-
trolt Adray Sound.

“He just happened to be watchlag
my game and was critiqulng my plich-
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“Dona Is o very dedlcated gymnast,” Glitz safd.

“She gave a lot of herself to the team. She pravided

outstanding leadership as our captaln, Her talents
will be sorely missed next scason.”

Kebrdle's high marks In 1984 were a 9.0 on vault
(whlch she tallied at the Western Lakes conference
meet), a 7.9 on bars, an 8.45 on beam and an 8.65 on
floor. Her top all-around score was 33,20 and her
average was 32.50.

She won leaguc honors on floor, was second on
vault and third a)l 2round,

haron Shiffra, North Farmington: After Kebr-
dle scored a 9.0 on vault at the league meet, the
crowd wag buzzing. The buzzing turned into a roar
when Shiffra stepped vp and hit a 9.1.

It was a great way for this hard-worklng senlor
10 wrap up her career. And the smile, or rather the
glow, on her face after recclvlng the 9.1 was as

and as you'd
ever want {0 sc. It was sulmhlc for framing,

Glitz's comments about Shiffra mirror those of
Kebrdle: “Sharon was a good captaln and leader.
She, too, was very dedlcated to her sport and sup-
portive of her teammates, She, like Dona, will be

greatly mi N

Shiffra and Kebrdle, besldes thelr gymnastie pro-
flelency, helped stabilize a very young Ralder con-
tingent. Performers ke Lucine Toroyan, Elleen
Murtaugh and Lisa Brundle — names you will be
hearing a lot about in future years ~— awe some
gratitude to both Kebrdlc and Shiffra.

Shiffra's top scores, besldes the 8.1 vault which
brought her a league champlonshlp meda), include
an 8.85 on bars, 7.8 on beam, 8.2 on floor and 33.10
atlaround.

Katfe Maclatosh, Farmington; Spcniung of per-
formers whose potentlal is still untapped .

© This multl-talented junlor was
this scason, but showed flashes of flat-out bril-
Hance, tlke agalnst North Farmington, Observer-
tand's No. 1 team. MacIntosh was smlitten by the flu
bug. She secmed to struggle for breath, Yet, she
scored in the low-to-mmld 8s in every event, earning
l 32.75 all-around score, her season's

< “As a flrst-year coach, it was great w have a
seasoned gymnast like Katie on the team,” sald
Falcon coach Mary Beth Feeney. “She's a conslst-
ent performer and a true team leader.”

-» MacIntesh 13 making her second appearance on
&n All-Arca team. She was the area’s premier dlver
on the All-Arca girls swim team.

* Her top marks this season were: 8.25 on vault,
8.35 on bars, 8.35 on beam, and 8.35 on floor. Her
8.35 bars score earned her a first-place Lakes Divi-
slon medal at the league meet,
> Beth Rafal), Plymouath Salem: The Rocks were
Ev:rcnnlnl league cellar dwellers In gymnastics un-

1 this super sophomore burst upon the scene. Sa-
Iem was 110 last season. This year the Rocks were
8-2. Thelr top team score lust year was 106.85, This
year, the team earned a 123.65.

« Rafail's talents helped Salem qualify for the
itate regional meet for the first time In Its history.
Rafail was also the first Rock gymnast to compete
ot the state meet.

+ *"Bath ls a very consistent performer,” said Salem
coach Kathi Kinsella. “Every one of her vault and
floor scores were quallflers for regional. All but
one of her bar scores also were quallfiers. And she
is contlnually improving.”

The sophomore owns every Salem gymnastle
record.

Her high maorks this scason Include a 8.0 on
beam, whick she hit at the Trenton Invitational. She
also scored B.55 on vault, 8.55 on bars, and 8.90 on
floor, She was teague champ on beamn and was [Ifth
Dbest all around with a 32.20 seore,

- How's that for a first-ever All-Area team?

; SECOND SIX

ﬁnny Soloman. . Harrison

Luclne Toroyan . Farmington

Elleen Murtaugh Farmington

Annette Bryrc B

H{“ Canton
ckle Huﬂ .............. Salem

: COACH OF YEAE

Knml Kinsella . . ...... PRI UCE R IPE Salem

* HONORABLE MENTION: Farmlogtoa: Kares Devine,

Debl DeWitt; Clarenceville: Julle Jacod; North Fu‘mln[
ton: Kara Karhu, Lisa Hrundle, Marllyn Dunn; Fi

ton Jlarrison: JIIl Birsa, Laurl Runk, Julie Run.k. Juh
Glenn: Terl Proffitt, ‘I‘anyl Verdix; Plymouth Cacion:
Helene Zahn; Plymouth Salem: Sara Michallk, chhla
Bahna, Suzanne Gibbons, Deldre Flynn,
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ing," sald Brake.

Nickels, using the Phiflles’ rating
syatem of 80 (low) to 80 (high), called
Brake's curve a 71, above average for

a mnfor league pltcher,

BUT HE SAID Brake's fastball was
only a 67 — about 81 mph — alow by
major league atandards, He also sald
hls centrol rated only a 68, with 70 the
major league average. Stll, that wasn't
the worst of it.

“He sald I'd never get any laster,
that it would be bord to sec me any
higher than college or the low minors,”
Brake said, adding that he bas lm-
proved his vcloclly since then to about
84 mph. “At first it kind of upset me —
especially comlng out now.”

Certalnly the timing could be better
for Brake, & lefthander who has profes-
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sicnal espirations. Whatever Nickels'
scouting report claimed (be admilted in
the atory to panning Cal Rlpken Jr., the
American League MVP last smon)
Brake has flourished at Western.

On the team’s Florida trip this
spring, Brake collected three straight
victorles, beating Jackson State {8-2),
Missour] (5-2) and Purdue (21-2), He
had a 1.35 eamned run average and
struck out 22 in 20 innlngs, allowlng
Just four walks,

‘Those kind of stats — together with

laat season's 6-2 mark — might cam at
lcast a look from some pro teams, But
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Brake has recelved little alunuan per-
haps because of Nlckels',report.

1

“1'D LIKE TO be drafted in June,” |
3aid Brake. “I'd like to give the pros a §
shot. Since I started playing my goal
like any other kid’s was to play pro
baseball.

“I'm just llke any other kid." M

It annoys Brake that scouts put such
a premium on speed and carc little
about pitching.

“In high schoo! you could get by with
Just a fastball,” he sald. “You canlt
here. It doesn't matter If you throw B0
or.100 miles an hour, everyone can hit +
the fastball.”
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