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Wondy Palm steadies hersol! as she wheels up
the ramp Seading to tho Architecture Buiiding at
LIT. “There wero a tot of things | hadn't thought

MINDY

Gaining a
perspective
on buildings

By Carol Azizian
staft wellor

ARL VOLLMAR dribbled wea-
ter all over his shirt after
trying to reach the drinking
fountaln from a wheelchair,

Wendy Palm broke her fingernails
and Injured her knuckles while
manuevering through narrow door-
ways,

Vollmar and Palm aren't handl-
capped. They're archltecture studenis
who wanted to put themsclves In the
shoes of physically Impaired persons.

The palr, along with nearly 100 other
sophomores from Lawrence Institute
of Technology, Southficld, strapped
themselves tn wheelchalrs this week o
negotiate an obstacle course set up in
the college’s architecture building.

“We want students to cxperlence
first hand the {rustrations and prob-
lems the handicapped have to deal with
30 they will better understand Michi-
gan's barrler-free access code,” sald
James Abcrnethy, assoclate professor
of architecture.

For years, the ins and outs of design’
Ing barrler-free buildings were dis-
cussed in course lecturcs, Abernethy,
pointed out. But, book learning can't
replace experience, he said.

*I came to the realization that many
students had no ldca what it was like to
be handlcapped. Now, when they hear
somebody talk about how much force it
takes to open a'door, they'ti knaw what
It means.”

THE FIRST LESSON was a lecture
by Stan Haack, president of the Reha-
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Tom Philllps Jr, tries unsuccessfully to reach tho top shelt of a
sandwich vending machine. He also go! wet while trying to got
watar from a drinking fountain and had trouble squeezing through
some doore.

The course Is set up in the architec-
ture bullding, which was consiructed

Center of Michl

The center loaned for

before 's barrler-free code

LIT's experiment.

Next, students were required to ac-
compllsh several feats in a wheelchalr:
buy food or drinks from a vending ma-
chine; enter a classroom, find o desk
and wrlte comments; use a drinking
fountain; go to the restroom; open a
window; negotlate an outdoor ramp; go
down the wheelchair lift; and use a

memory lane

Memorics, memorles . . . have we got the mem-
orles. And we'd llke to share them with you. Uslog
local newspaper files, we're dishing up generous
slices of life in the Farmtngton arca from 40, 30, 20
and 10 years ago.

MARCH 30, 1944 —

“MIGHTY SHARP is the Warner Dalry offlce
looking these days, with its new coat of paint,”
noted an Around the Block item. “Can't think of
anything that does more to hrighten up an ofilce
than a clean face, 5o to speak.”

“$IAVE YOU TAKEN tlme out to observe Young
America during the past months?” asked an editori-
al. “If not you've really missed something.

“At the Civic Theatre this week a collection fa’

belng taken each day for the benefit of the Ameri-
can Red Cross, Saturday afternoon was no excep-
tlon, and if you could have seen the young audlence
dig down and bring up their peanies to put in the
collectln boxes, you would have felt that the
youngsters somehow knew more about what's going
on than a good many adults do.

“Likewlse, If you watched them at play, you
Kknow that the boys and girls In your block are alert
to the time of day, There was the instance of the
1ittle glrl who couldn’t get on their make-belleve
traln, becanse she was golng on vacation, No sir —
in order to ride on that train you had to b on your
way to a war job, or you had to be a soldler or a
sallor — or a WAC. and then there was the lttle
boy who was not one of the gang because he contin-
ued to throw away the paper his lunch was wrapped
In. As soon as he saved the paper, like the rest of
the kids, he was taken right in.

*“We could learn a lot of lessons {rom the younger
cltizens of the community if we would just take the
time to obserye them.”

CLASSIFIED AD: “WANTED — Ironings to do.
Call 690.W."” Another Classlficd: "FOR SALE —
Cablnet model radio, $16.00. 31610 Shaw.”

APRIL 1, 1954 —

VOTERS IN THE Farmlngton Towashlp School
District approved a $1.5 million school bulld pro-
gram in a special electlon held Mareh 29, The pro-
posal passcd, 483 votes to 307, School officlals sald
they were consldering the purchase of several sites
for the new schools.”

WORK HAS BEGUN on the construction of flve
new model houses in the new Bel-Alre subdivislon
located east of Pawer Road and south of 10 Mile
Road ln Farmington. Basements have been started
In all five houses. It is expected that they will be
completed this spring. Some 350 homes will £} the
subdivislon.

HEAVY RAINS MARCH 30 caused minor flood-
ing In many areas of the township and the clty. On

Grand River in the southeastern part of the town-
ship, cars slowed as they traveled through the 18
Snches of water that covered the road. City and
townshlp officials reported numerous calis from
resldents with flooded yards and basements,

CLASSIFIED AD; “HORSE MANURE — four
yards, $8, delivered $10, 25811 Power.” Another
classifled: “USED ABC wringer washer, good con-
ditlon, $35. Farm. 1767-W."

APRIL 2, 1964 —

JOHN O'GREEN of John 0'Green Ford Inc, was
the first civic member to be signed up in the local
YMCA branch in 1963 and became the first to re-
new his civic membership and become a Century
Club member In 1984, A Centruy Club membershlp
cost the donor $100.

ROBERT B, ROMER ofllclally took over his du-
Ues as tax assessor for Farmingten Township on
April 1. His appolntment had been announced carli-
er by townshlp supervisor Curt Hall. Romer re-
placed Willlam Gallagher, who resigned to enter
private business,

HARRY SMITH, 80, died of burn injuries he sul-
fered when the old frame house in which he llved
alone caught flre on the night of March 30, The
home, located at the corner of Shiawassce Road
and Haynes Street in Farmington Township,was
damaged heavily, accordlng to fire department of-
:Ilclnls. who could not determine the cause of the

re.

THE ANNUAL EASTER cgg hunt, scheduled for
Easter Sunday (March 28), was called off becavse
of a heavy snowfall, but a large number of young-
sters showed up at the city park anyway. The hunt
was aponsored by the Farmington Jaycees,

MARCH 28,1974 —

PARENTS OF CHILDREN who atlend Gl Ele-+

mentary School and Power Junlor High School in
the southern part of the Farmington Dlistrict have
formed a group called The Committee for the For-
gotten Kids of Gill and Power. The parents have
been trying to get the district to bulld an improved
walkway to the schools. .

GIRLS HAD A chance to play basketball in the
Farmington Pollce League for the first time ever
this year. Some 13§ girls were added to the 126
hoya In the program, which concluded recently. Jim
Holton, Jeff Herman, Dan Milhizer and Rick Mil-
hlzer volunteered to assist Palrolman Norman
Rose in running the program.

FARMINGTON'S FLANDERS Elementary
Schoo) celehrated the city's Sesquicentennlal by
hosting an old-fashivned ice cream soclal at the
schoal on March 27, Flanders students and some of
their parents came to school dressed In costumes of
a bygone era.

about,” sho sald atter her experiment. *I'd make
more than ona accoss to the bullding ana design
things low enough o people can roach them.”

p Inthe P room.

The cxperiment contioues through
April. During LYT's open house on May
5.8, members of the public will be in-
vited to test the obstacle course them-
selves,

was

“They (the students) had to take
risks,” Abernethy sald. “The phrase —
no paln, no gain — had a lot of truth in
this (excreise).”

Besldes experiencing difficulty with
the drinking fountain, Vollmar had
trouble mancuvering In the bathroom
because there were no rails. He also
found the outdoor ramps “a little

steep.”

But he did learn a valuable lesson. “1
appreciate where they're (handicapped
persons) coming from a lts better,”
hesald. -

“Before, I would have done the mini-
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mum deslgns to (meet) the code. Now,’¢
I'll make sure there's enough room forts
them to get around.” 2

Palm guickly became frustrated:
trylng to reach things from a wheel?
chalr,

“The towel dispensers in the baths:
room were too high” she sald. “The~
doorways were Loo narrow. [

*I broke all my nalls and wreeked™
my knuckles trylng to get through thels
doors.” . ”

Palm was famillar wilth the hards;
ships of handicapped persons fibm her)?
work expericnce In o nursing homex
But she didn't realize all the trials and
telbyations of moving through & com-<
merctal bullding wlth few provisions
for the physically Impaired.
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Chanel* Introduces No. 5 and

No. 19 In deluxe new sprays. Two
accloimed works of ihe perfumer's
an, now slegantly encased In yet
another work of art, Sleekly sculpted
metal cases with gleaming gotd-
tone tim. A pleosure to the hand
and eye..perectly pottable to go
wherever the fancy lakes you. Share
the tontasy of Chanel No. S the first
and foremost couture fragrance. Vibrant.
Elegant. Profoundly teminine. Surround
yourset! with the unmisiokable curo of
fobled Chanel No. 5' Expetisnce Chanal
No. 197 the outspoken Chanel! Witty, Con-
figent. Devasiatingly teminine. Envelop yourself
with the unparalleled verve of Chanel No, 19 Just
imagline the possidllities. Choose eithet fragrance
in @ new size Spiay Cologne, shown, 1.7 oz, §20.

Spray Cologne refill, 16.50. Or choose Perdume Spiay.
1.5 oz, 27.50; Equ de Tollette Spray. 3.4 oz, 540.

In the Alsles of Beauly of Hudson's.

Melto Detror, call 569-2454, Elsewhere, tolkree 1-800-233.2000,
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