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Wa approached Jon Smuts Alr-
port in Johannesburg attor a 15 hour
flight trom Now Yaork. Late aftesnoon
sun sculptod South Africa’s tnrgost
clty. Tha contomporary alrport was
busy. There wera black facos, whito
faces end brown faces representing
the sovoral difforont culturos: Eng-
lish, Afrikans, Indlan and that of sov-
oral mojor black tribes, including
Zulu, Xhasa, Sothe and Tswana,

Thero wore 10 bo adventures
shoad: Capotown, founded throe
conturios ogo 10 equlp ships salling
trom Europe 1o tho Oriont; Krugor

A

Natlonal Park and adjacont private
gume farms whero we would chaso
animals through tho wildernoss; tho
osirich farms of the Liltle Karoo;
Bushman cavo paintings In tha Orak-
onsburg mountalns north of Durban.
Since thoro ara too many advon-
1ures to tell In one or two storles, |
wlll share my dairy wlth you In sopa-
rate Instoliments as spring
progrosses hero In Michigan. Today
wo will travel to Kruger National
Park at the oastern odgo of South

Afrlca, adjacent te Mocamblique.
- Iris Jonas

South African Diary

, wWilderness

Wonderous African park

KRUGER NATIONAL PARK, South
Africa — This is no Yellowstone Park,
with half-tame bears begglng beside
the car. This is wilderness, herds of tm-
pala and warthog and buck feeding to-
gether beside the road, a lloness padd-
ing towards the river, a giraffe catlng
from a high tree,

Incredibly, the anlmals behave as if
we were not here, zebras drifting past
a family of baboons walking single-file
beside our van, a Greater Kudu grazing
nearby without raislng hls head.

Our gulde, Tony, assures us that the
animals are accustoned to the smell of
gasoline and the sound of cars, but that
they would run away if they caught our
human scent. That is why visitors must
photograph through the wide clear win.
dows of the van, without ever getting
out. Otherwlse the animals might not
be here for future visltors.

Would they attack us? No tourist has
ever been killed In Kruger Natlonal
Park, but Irate clephanis have been
known to bang up prlvate cars when
drivers got too close, Ignoring the
warning signs.

WE STARTED lInto the park In the
midafiernoon sun, after flylng across
the red-dirt farmland of the Transvaal
from Johannesburg to Skukusa, at the
southern entrance of the park. The ani-
mals are very visible among the thron
trees, in dry scrub-covered soll devas.
tated by three years of drought.
Impalas are scaitered along the
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roadside. Baboons slt with their bables
on a log down a side read. Tony stops
suddenly; only after we blink do we sce
«the giraffe rising in high spotted glory
above a tall tree.

“Lion!"

The lioness [s the same color as the
sandy soll, movlng in shadow among
the scrub bush, We follow her along the
road and turn towards a river full of
large smooth rocks, Only when a ‘rock’
raises Its head do we reallze that they
are hippes. High in a distant tree, a ba-
boon Is on sentine! duty. It squeals a
warning, the lioness disappears along
the river.

As we drive on, Tony points out &
huge crocodile that makes a rock-grey
shape agalnst real rocks across the rlv-
er. Termlic mounds rise 10 feet high
under the trees. There are zebra ahead,
wildcbeste to the left browslng among
warthogs and lmpalas.

THERE ARE very few cars a3 we
drive west Into the lowering sun to-
wards Pretoriuskop Rest Camp, one of

1ubuy
Jupas

. .
“uiesoua an

arter L

wirte or call

Tabaor Farm, Dept. LC

Phone:

TABOR FARM

RESORT

6020 River Road -Sodus. MI 48126
616) 925-6404

14 camps In the park. Cars must be in
the camps or out of the park by 6 p.m,
or the driver Is heavlly flned.

We flnd good beds In large rooms
with adjoining bathrooms, in a villge of
whitewashed cottages surrounding o
small stere and dining room. The cot-
tages cost $20 for two, more with
Kitchens, less wlithout showers. John
Verhoe!, senior information officer for
the park, briefs us over a barbeeue of
wild animal meat.

Kruger Is a fenced-In park the size of
Massaschussets, set aside in 1884 to
preserve a vanishing wildllife. It was
tsetse fly and malaria country, unsuit-
able for farming but Ideal for park.
You must still take malarta-prevenilve
medicine before and during your park
stay.

Autheritles studicd the nateral mi-
gratory patterns of the anlmals, The
park’s charge is to malntaln that habi-
tat so that anlmals can llve naturally
without human Interfcrence.

THE RANGERS must conpensate

for the fence, which stops the big anf-
mals from migraling jnto adjoining
farmlands, where they would probably
be shot and would certalnly spread
foot-and-mouth diseasc. They do this by
providing water holes and culling the
big anlmals with dart guns when there
are toe many for the natural food sup-

ply.
Thls means that the mafor herbl-
s, buifal
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controlled. Otherwise, the anlmals lve
and dle by a natural predatory system.
There are 130 mammal specles, 470
kinds of birds and 47 different reptiles
in the park, hut none ts more dramatle
than the clephants. We hope to see
them on our dawn drlve tomorrow.

5:30 a.m, The tong grass under the
trees is soltly brown In the morning
light. Hills are misted to the horlzon. It
is overeast enough to spoil our pholo-
graphs but not enough to bring rain.

Sleeplly: “There's zebra."

“There is a blg animal against those
far rocks.” Two rhinos stand against a
heap of grey rock. Rhinos were cxtinct

Tips for enjoying national park

A national park and a private game
reserve are designed for visitors to
watch and experience the animals in
thelr natural setting.

IU's handy to hire a guide who knows
where the anlmals are. Our guide
worked for Comaly, the only serviee
based full-tlIme in the. park. Comalr
also files visltors the 500 kilometers
from Johannesburg to Skukuza, where
we entered the park.

1t is a half-hour ride from the Skuku-
2a ajrport Into the private game
reserves of Sabi Sands. Here you can
enjoy good accommodations and be
driven directly to where the anlmals
may have migrated that day.

For more information on South Afrl.
ca contact your travel agent or the
South African Tourist Corporatlon,
Rockefeller Center, 610 Fiith Ave,
New York, N.Y. 10020,
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a choice residence at Sandpebble.
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here In 1930, but were relntroduced in
3951,

Five wildebeste drlft away to the left
as the sun rises, sidelighilng the grass
lused to thatch roofs. A full-grown
steenbok is 50 tiny It is up to lts armplts
In yellow grass. It Is casy to sce the
striped pajamas of the zebra, but at
flrst we don't scc the three giraffes
grazing in high trees 20 feet away.
More zebra graze near a gigantic rhino
haif a mile down the rond.

On any *ordinary day on the veld’, the
animals graze together llke groups of
children In a schoolyard. Only the pre-
datory llons and cheetahs scare them
away,

The Impala and the vervet monkeys
are enjoylng the sun on a plateau above
the bend of a river when the warning
comes. First the impala leave, drifting
steadily away. Then the monkeys leave
In a squadron. The baboon acress the
rlver lets out a waring cry. There ls a
lion nearby, but we cannot see it,

We are near the Mozamblque border

Visitors to Kruger Natlonal Park
view a myriod of animals from
land rovers. Some, euch as the
monkey, will come approach
vialtars. Tho animals generally
behave as if the visltors are not
thore. The girate cals peace-
fully from a high tree. The thino
ignares the land rovers.

PHOTOS BY IAI3 JONES

here, where clcphant rustiers often
break down the lence to steal th» anl-
mals for their costly tusks. We arc
ready for breakfast at Lower Sable
Camp. Like a)l the larger camps in the
park, It has restaurant and shop facili-
ties,

As we leave the camp, Tory polnts
towards. the river. At last, elephants,
They are downhlll 300 yards away
browslng in trees that are literally "as
high as an elephant’s cyc.” O around a
bend, and there are more deside the
road: a mother, a slx-ycar old and a
baby. The baby knocks dewn a tree
wlth its front foot as it feeds, its back
foot relaxed, crossed.

We have seen it all now :n 24 hours in
the park: lion, hippo, rhino, Impala, ba-
boon, wlidebeste, buffalo, warthog,
zchra, glraffe, and now the ¢lcphants,
We have seen them at a' distance
through a car window. Nnuf we move
on to a private game park;where we
will ride off the road In.openvehictes.
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More Departures, More Hotels .

Mid-Winter Sale

Save up to $220 per Coup'e!

"Acapulco

Aprit 7 Regular Price  Sale Price  Savin

Hyatt Continental
Tower
Hohgay inn

5689
639

Puerto Vallarta

Regular Price _Saie Price _Savings pertoupic

AprilB & 15

POsI0a Valtarta $739

Aruba

$589 2 ‘.
579

$679 sifc

Aprl8 g 15 Regular Price Sale Price Savings per Couple
$10

Holigay Inn 5779
Concorde

a8 only) 749

Casa de Campo

Regular Price_Sale Price _savingsier Couple
I

ApriiB & 15

2-Bedroom Vilia 5699
Casita 729

$699

669 %0

$589
GS9 180

Departures are for seven nignts All fIPNts via AMENCan Trans Alr CRI1T UGRTS trom
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;. Specialiraom rates for weekend jetaways,

*44%...

* luxuricus guest room

* kids in some voom FREE

. ggutmet dining at the
nchmark

* sounos { exerise room

“limitad tumber of

$0400 J.L. Hudson Dave,

PER NIGHT

* heated Idoor/outdoot
pool

* live ente.ainment at
Dewey's

¢ video gone room
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Southfield, Ml 48075 #313-53¢-6500

CALL TOLL FREE 1-300-482-340




