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Sales tax proposed for SEMTA transit plan

By Tim Richard "
staff wrltor

Rapid transliwould produce 5,200
more jobs and dmulate $5.3 blllfon i
new Investmen and tax revenues, ac-
cording to a sty done for the Greater
Detroit Chambr of Commerce,

- The study aggests publle transit be
funded by askig voters for a | pereent
increase in thetate sales tax, prefera-
bly at a gener{ election [n 1936,

“We have (v decades been strongly
supportive o publle transit,” sald
Dennis Koonvf Livonia, vice president
for public atilrs of the Greater De-
trolt Chambr. “This report updates
the economitdevelopment beneflts of
public transl”

THE REPRT, releascd Wednesday,
summarizesprevious reports of the
Southeastert Michigan Transportation
Authority,

It was wiiten by Publle Sector Con-
sultants ofLansing, a research firm
which Koon sald has written expertly
on state fical matters. The firm is
headed byJr. Gerald Faverman and
Dr. RoberiHannah, Much of the writ-
Ing was dne by Jobn X. Jamrich, a

former presldent of Northern Michigan
Unlveralty,

Funded by the chamber foundatlon,
the report was written at the request of
the chamber, the AFL-CIO and the De-
trolt chapter of Assoclated General
Contractors. All have a stake In con-
struction jobs In southeastern Michi-

gan. -

It Is the latest chapler in SEMTA's
effort to win approval of a $2.3 billlon
1990 plan for light rall rapld transit
lines in the Woodward and Gratlot ave-
nues corridora and expansion of bus
service.

No mechanism exists for funding the
region's 20 perceat share ($472 millfon}
of the construction cost and operating
costs of such a syatem, and so far the
Michigan Legislature bes shied away
;mm dlscussing the ssue due to “recall

ever.”

THE PSC study thus breaks ground
by frmly suggesting the sales tax In-
crease — elther reglonally or applied
statewide, and allocated to regions on
the basls of population — as the fund-
Ing mechanism,

By the year 2000, PSC sald, the 1
percent sales tax hike would yleld $353

Qur new Harman Gallery Collection is pure perfection. I's hard to belleve
the supertor quality of each plece: extra-deep, plump cushioning ... stun-
ning fabrics to suit every decor ... arm covers ... and all the buiit-in values
that usually sell for much, much morel Matching Loveseats are available ot
comparable savings. Come see them all In our Harman Gollery today)

For three days onlyl Visa, MasterCard, Wiggs charge

million a year in the seven-county
SEMTA service area.
PSC sald two other tax alternativea

critical to economlc recovery.
“There is one primary clement
which b central to the success of what-

are Lkely to be

ahle. A property tax increase would

have to total 5.4 millions to generate

the same revenue, zn a 1 percent [n-

come tax increase could be “equally In-

ﬂl‘rrt!a‘nulory to the general publle.”
e

ever option is chosen — a
comprehensive, regional publie translt
syatem which unties the major actlvity
centers and which facllitates the flow
of people from their homes to employ-
ment, educational, public service and
Iacllitles,

total
needs at $210 to $314 million a year,
‘These break down to a) $69 million a
year to amortize construction bonds
and b} $141 millien to $245 million for
operating subsidles. .

PSC criticlzed SEMTA's projection
of ralsing balf its operating revenue at
the farebox 23 low. PSC satd only about
28 percent of the $340 mililon In opera-
tng costs — or §95 milllon — could be
raised by the farebox.

IN LEGISLATIVE and polltical clr-
cles, the center of controversy is the
proposal to bulld part of the Woodward
Avenue light rail Line — the so-called
“subway” underground, Critlcs
charge the cost would be too high and
that too few people in a “dying city”
‘would be Lkely to ride it.

The PSC study met the criticlsm
head-on, suggesting public translt Is
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4080 TELEGRAPH ROAD, BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48013
HOURS: MON., THURS., FRI,, 9:30-9:00

“Although not guaranteelng auccess

A sales tax increase — applied either
regionally or statewide, and allocated to
regions on the basis of population —
has been proposed as the funding

\ mechanism for mass transit in

southeast Michigan.,

In and of itself, no
ton plan can be achleved without an
efficient, comprehensive public trans(t
system,” PSC said,

AMONG ECONOMIC beneflts:

provide 11.2 times as much economic
development — or $5.3 blllion,

® Property values would rise slong
the rapld translt corridors. The re-
that bus llnes

-® Creatlon of 24,735 p -y of
construction employment. The current
base is £,785 constructlon Jobs. Rapld
transit construction would be spread
over 14 years,

® Another 5200 permanent jobs
would be created — 2,000 for drivers,
maintenance and other SEMTA person-
nel, and 3,200 in the private sector be-
cause of the economlc fallout of public
investment. ~

® With the federal government
picking up 80 percent of the construc-
tlon cost, the regional (nvestment of
$472 mililon would be “leveraged” to

644-7370
TUES., WED, SAT. 9:30-5:30

classélfled
acls

emn light-rall translt component can
convey to business interests far more
quickly and accurately than other
types of Information the degree of
community invelvement, the spirit of

would be too
the same image, adding:
“The presence or absence of a mod-

to convey

and the quality of commu-
nity among the reglon’s realdentlal,
busliness and government leaders.”

LINEN SALE
20 - 50% OFF

Once A Year Event!

Our entire stock of linens is now on sale. Thisis the linen
sale all of our customers have been waiting for.

Spring is in our midst, it's time to change your bedroom
decor; A new linen look will brighten your spirits.

Allin stock European and Domestic Ensembles, Sheets,
Sheetcases, Shams and Dustskirts.

Candia HUNTERS SQUARE
hops

European Comfort You Bring Home

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-5:30; Wed.-Fri, 10-9

NOW ON SALE!

Sale Ends Aprll 7th

™  Orchard Lk. Rd. at 14 Mile
Farmington Hills
855-5720

CELEBRATES THE MET'S
100th ANNIVERSARY

Dr. Jack C. Dubols
lllustrated Opera Lectures , :
Mondays at 1:30 PM

Mall Auditorium

APRIL

2 Peter Grimes/Britten

9 Francesca da
Riminl/Zandonal

16 Ernani/Verdi
23 Dle WalkUre/Wagner

30 The Abduction from
the Seraglio/Mozart

MAY

7 Tesca/Puccini

14 No lecture —
Annual Quilt Show

' 21 Rinaldo/Handel

BigBeaverRoadatCoolidge, Toy il
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IN WINDSOR

Pastel clussicg i
by J. G. Hook MANUFACTURING

Part of tho naw spring lf;ﬂhl:m fovor ngAGm THE
| Irls’ rtmonts .

u"gr:?nl’;nny?l.og:cg I:olk nlug: beautiful DIFFERENCE

fabrics and colors, and you'll catch it,
too. Blouses, skirts, ponis, dresses ond
swealers special anough for Easter, yo! so
classically designed, they'll go to school with
ease. See all the excitoment in Girls' 7-14
sizes al B h b, F i
and Livenia; Young Jr. slzes at Westborn,
B b b, F gton and
Lokeside. Callection from $7 to $32.

“We can save you a lot of money

and you may sclect from one of
Cannda’s largest collections of
quality furs.
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Our American customers tell us
our prices are half, to say noth-
ing of the exchange rate.”

= AJ. Gervais

1. G, Hook® for Gitls
A Division of Hompton
tndusiies, Inc.

s ?g“ 253-2111
) OUELLETTE
(2 Blooks from Tunnel)

.. WINDSOR .

” Mon.-8al. 98-8, Fri, 9-9

Shop tontght unill 9 p.m, at Wastborn, Macomb Mall, Liverla Mall, Farmington, Alrminghom,
Lokatida and Unlvarsal. Grond River opan untll 7 p.m. New Center apen uniil 6 p.m.




