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Mental health officlals appreciated
hearlng the concerns of Glen Daks subl-
divison rasidents. But the development
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of a proposed small group home for
mentally retarded adults in the Farm-
Ington Hills nelghborhood is moving
forward as planned. .

“Our conclusions are that the use of
this residence ss a group home will not

Council will discuss
capital improvements

How to pay for needed capital im-
provements will be the toplc of a
Farmington Hilla study sesslon sched-
uled for 7:30 tonight.

Although the elty's proposed multi-
year capltal lmprovement program
was prepared last year, councll hos

never adopled.a plan lé pay for sug.
gested projeets.

Some of the projects Included In the
program are the Caddell Drain and
other drains, a proposed pollce build-
ing, and 12 ML Road Improvements,

adversely alfect the welfare of the sub-
dlvision in terms of over-concenteation,
devaluatlon, or in any other way,” said
Laurel Berger, community Hason coor-
dinator for the Macomb-Oakland Re-
glonal Center (MORC), in a letter to
clty officlals,

On behalf of Glen Ozks resldents,
city offlcials In carly March requested
MORC officlals recvaluate the wro-
posed home's placement on Greentng,

Residents had complained that the
proposed group home on Greening is
less than 1,500 feet away from a neigh.
borhoed famlly which hes at least two
mentally retarded members, The fami-
ly, resldents sald, “glves us a pretty
fair ratio of retarded to any subdiviston

our alxe,
According to state law, local zoning
ordinances arc pre-empted In the

placement of group homes as long as
théze homes are not within 1,500 feet of
cach other, .

But In her response to Clty Manager
Lawrence Savage, Berger nald the
1,500-foot provision is not applicable in
Glen Oaks. The family with retarded
members is an unlicensed home. The
propased group home, on the other
hand, would bo a state-licensed home
housing unrelated adults.

“This provislon . . . was not meant
to include or ctigmatize families who
bappen to bave mentally retarded
members,” Berger wrote. “Similarly, it
is keeplng with our agency’s philosophy
that guch a family should be regarded
no differently than any other family In
the community.”

With Berger's letter in hand, Stanley
Guyer, president of Glen Oaks home-
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sent folks out {0 cut the wire.”
But to Maurer, officials

Detroit Edison offtelals zay “they re-
ally do't have a clear plcture” of how
a 15-year-old Farmiogton Hills. boy
was clectrocuted by a 4,800-volt wire
sometlme between 7:30 abd 9 p.am.
Thursday, . .

Jarad Lee Case, 15, of 25088 Pimll-
©o, was clectrocuted while walking
through a wooded arca approximately
50 yards norih of Rocky Crest, 100
yards cast of Orchard Lake, between
10 and 11 Mlle roads, sald Sgt. Al
Havner of the Farmington Hills Poltee
Department.

“We don't know how long - that
dnl;\ncd wlre has been there,” Havner
sald.

“Serno say it was down last night,
others three days, and others gay seven
{0 10 days. We're not saylng for sure

did not “have any cutage calls from
that area” or reports of a downed wire
prior to tha accident, .

Edlson also never recelved an alacm
which s)gnals when a primary wire hits
the ground and pops open a efreult,
Maurer sald.

Case, who had left his home some-
time after 7:30 p.m. to buy a pair of
tennls shoes from a nearby store, ap-
parently was taking a short-cut
through the wet, wooded area when he
was electrocuted, Havner sald,

When Case’s 16-year-old brother,
Nathan, returned home about §- p.m.

.and discovered his younger ‘brother

‘was atlll not home, he went looklng for
him, Havner sald. The brother found
Casa lylng on hls back on a trall In the
wooded area, Havner added.

The brother told police he had seen

untll we've our L
ton.”

Michael Maurer, spokesman for De-
trolt Edlson, which intends to conduct
its own lavestigation Into Case's clee-
trocution, safd offlcials "just ean't ort
it out.

“We got a call after 9 pm. that a
child was trapped,” Maurer sald. “We

owners association, last week said,
“There's nothing we can do. .

“We've made plcas to the people in
Mt. Clemeas (MORM),” he continued.
\"The state law reads that they can put
them in.”

In accepting defeat, however, Guyer
sald nelgbbors are “not fotally ad-
verse” to group homes, but fn Glen
Oaks’ case, “we think the criteria for
selection is really bad.”

Glen Oaks resldents are complatning
that their nelghborhood b already con-
flned by fencing for the Glea Oaks Gold
Club on the eastern side of Greening as
well as Orchard Lake Road oa the west
with its accompanying traffic and ex-
pandlng commercial use, ,

“We can't bardly breathe here,”
Guyer sald.

live
Lur seven to 10 days, according to po-
oc. 3

Pollce also indicated that when fhey

arrived on the scenc they found “sever-

al wires Iying in and around the body.”
Detroit Edison workers arrlved on

the scene at 9:40 p.m, and cut “ati live

wires,” according to police, )

Residents also elajmed that their
closeness to'the Detrait Baptist Ma:
elderly housing project as well ns the

wlrea lying on the path .

et

posed group home adversely affects” :

proj
{ke nelghborhood, particularly proper-
ty valuea, . N
“Tte exlstence of suck a home In a
very small subdlvision has devastating
effects on property value,” residents
sald in a memo to the counell in March,

In the 18 years be has lived in Gleo
Ozks, Guyer sald, he has never scen
mare than two homes for sale.

Now, however, seven or elght homes
are for sale, he added.-

“Some [4 related. Seme {sn't,” Guyer
s8ald, referring to the proposed group
home’s affect on neighbors moving out.

Pieaso tum to Pego 10

Science consultant makes surs
students keep hands on program

By Tom Boer
siolf wrltor

The read-the-book method of teach-

ing f2 out the windew for about 550 ele-
mentary school chlldren in the Farm-
{ngton District.

At Jeast that's the caso when the sub-
Ject Is sclegce, tho teacher s Dr. Kathy
McAdaragh and the students are third-

- through-fifth graders at Flanders,
Beechview, Kenbrook and Longacre
schoola.

" Thoso students will be-learning scl-,
ence by dolng — not reading — on the

daya McAdaragh vislts thelr class-
roomns, -

It's known: ss the “hands-on” ap-
proach to teaching, and it's preferred
by McAdaragh, the district’s recently
np{olnud elementary selence consult-
an| .

“Children have a natural curlosity
about things” satd MeAdaragh, a 16-
year teaching veteran in

Farmington Board of Education last
summer i an aftempt to Improve the
presentation of that subject in the com-
ing term.

‘‘Natlonnlly, the teaching of sclence
lsn't what it ought to be,” sald Farm-
ington Superintendent Lewls Schulman
on the July evening the position waa
created.

;
g:; v“lhnnlﬂ let me.‘m experience

‘Tbe position of ele{nenm-y sclence
consultant was voted Into being by the
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8, tary
teachers have a general background.
Some of them don't know much about
scleace,” Schulman sald, “Again,
speaking very generally, sclence edn.

cnllor; fso't what we'd ke it t§ be,
lW::'d lixe to strengthen and Improve
Lo

MCADARAGE, WEO carned & doc-
torate In sclence education from the®

Univeralty of Michigan, sald she has
two goals in ber new position. She
wacts to provide more “hands on' scl-
encs to her students, while encouraging
thelr teachera to become more com-
fortable with that method of instrue-
tion, :
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Field narrowed
for school chief

Dy Teri Canas
atalf writer

A Utlca school consultant, a school
admintsteator from Brighton and Livo.
nia’s outgoing state representative are
the finalists lo Cl ille’s search

Schools; and Jack Kirksey, 65, the Re-
publican state representative for tha
35th District serviog Livonls for the
pastsixyears. . .

for a new school superintendent to re-
place retiring David McDowell,

ting
ef ‘MNacomb Counly; Mlchaer

Meamt Clasnons 197882 snlil e
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