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OR 22 YEARS, Richard Van
Vrooman carned his Living as
a lyrle tenor. Recording con-
tracts and on the

for Amerlcnm who were clammering
{o bring their health problems to the
hospital and clinie in Clarens, Switzer-
land. Van Vrooman accepted the offer,

THE TIMING and comblnation of

stages of the world's great opera hous-
es provided a lucratlve and stressful
life for the handsome singer from Kan-
sas Clty,

Then, when he was 40, Van Vrooman
decided it was time to marry, scttle
down, and raise a (amily.

. “I had given up everything for mu-
slc " he said. “I loved it.” He wanted to
suppurl a famlly on a way that was In-
teresting, yet would not require con-
stant international travel. Music, as he
had known It, would not altow him to.

-THE ANSWER was derived from
past experiences and a wlllingness to
try something different, bhe sald. It
came packaged In an Invitatlon from a
riext door nelghbor in Switzerlend, who
dollected hls recordings.

The neighbor also owned the famed

Cllnlc La Prairle, a licensed Swiss |

medical faclllty, The clinle was popu-
lr with klngs, sheiks, elder and
Jounger statesmen, and a gaggle of the
world's most beautiful women,

+ His nclghbor wanted Van Vrooman
fo head a new La Prairic U.S. Informa-
tion Center. The center would answer
questions and handle all the bookings

were perfect, Van Vroo-
man zald. He had been treated at the
lncmly for cholesterol problems and

impressed with the care he had
Iecelv ed,

Van, Vrooman believed in the re-
search begun there in 1931 by Lhe late
Paul Nlehans, M.D., whose work with
{resh cell mcrnpy bad attracted a
Who's-Who cllentele among the rich
and famous, including Charlie Chaplin,
Marilyn Hanroe. Konrad Adenauer,
Winston Churchlll and Pablo Plcasso.

Van Vrooman's job Is primarily to
promote the clinlc and make arrange-
ments for its patlents, But as president

of the North American Information

Center, he occaslonally promotes a line
of skin care products, introduced in
1978, that grew out of the doctor's re-
search,

LAST WEEK, Van Vrooman and La
Prairle sales vice president Anne
Fleming visited Detroit to promote the
clinle and introduce the line of skin
care products to Saks Flfth Avenue
customers,

From its beglanings, the clinic has
been a rotreat for celebrities, Van
Vrooman told the women during a

Patricia Gordon (at
left), a Farmington
"Hills resident, was
one of the guests In-
vited to learn about
the Swias-manuface
tured tine of okin
care products when
Anne Fleming came
to the area to talk
sbout them, The line
wan not originally de-
signed for consumer
sales.

QARY CASKEY/staft photographer

‘La Prairie’
It’s the Rolls Royce of the skin- Care products

hrunch at Archibald's restawrant in

rmingham. However, be sald, al-
thongh many of these famous (lzuns
refer to the clinle as 2 “fountain of
youth” because of the rejuvenating ef-
{fects of the

busy women zre willing to spand an ex-
:;ll dollar to obtaln conveatence and re-

“It's worth it if you get an extra bour’
eming aald,

Lna dnynrnweek,"l?l

there, the clinfe does not elaim to be
able to turn back the clock.
Instead, a atay in serenely beautiful

" surroundings, a diet of fresh foods and

high-quality medical care produce an
arresting effect on the aging process,
he satd,

The clinlc's program of - fresh em-
bryonle cell Injections derlved from a
berd of black sheep owned and
pampered by the clinic helps fulfill
Nlehznl original xoal of slowing the
cifects of aging, he sald.

-THE SKIN CARE line, carried
locally by Saks Fifth Avenue and Mirz
Linder's Spa In the City, is an out-
growilh of the clinle regimen, Vi
Vrooman and Fleming sald, It begnu as
§ fresh cell rich cream each clleat car.
ried away as a gift at the end of his
stay at the clinic.

“La Pralric was never designed for
sale,” Van Vrooman sald, “When they
left, the clients were given a tube of
celiplar gel Dr. Nelbans had developed
for ykin disorders. They kept ordering
the kel bccau-e they sald they were |
seeing results,

From that orlgtnal placenta gel, he
2aid, researchers developed a wrinkle
cream, which was also prescated to cli-
ents as 2 gift From that evolved the La
Prairie lne of skin care products,

THE COMPANY does not have to
promote the line with extenslve adver-
tislng campalgns, Van Vrooman sald,
Its fame I1 based almost exclusively on.

word-of-mouth n.ndnuemenu lmm
. cllnleclients, it

In the line, Flemlng uld m prod
ucts named slmply day cream, nigh
cream, wrinkle cream, and so lorﬂn
The reglmen, she sald, takes no more
than three minutes in the morning and
again at night. It is designed for wom-
en, and men, who are looking for ways
to eliminate unnecessary and compli-
cated steps from busy schedoles, Re-
mults can usually be seen within. a
month.

The price i expensive, Van Vrooman
sald. A package of seven ampules con-
talning a mewly introdu: ccllular
cyele product s priced $175 and is ree-
ommended for use twice a year.

INE-QUNCE CONTAINERS of La
Prairie’s famed wrinkle cream are $90.
Faclal kita contaning skin conditioner,
day and night crcam, wrinkle ¢ream
and mask are $275.

But, Fleming said, like ker, many

lives very mauch In
the !ut lane, Sixty-one percent of our

clientele gre uecuuvo working wom-
.

'mvwm 10 keep thelr energy
level. They want to remain atiractive
becauscuuswdlwmklohl

“They also want to Indulga them-
per themaelves. If that
muluwammon.mmthcym
willlng to spend the

The products are so rich {n cellolar

Ingredients that ervthap-normal

'nutllmmnfut.benla be-
cause for years his skin was tortured
with l:::vy m;e, mnkeop, lack of
sleep, stress of stage appearancea
and a dlet mtlmqnmmhaeamu-
ty Ingredients.

Hls Uife on the stage and as a singer,
hamd.mtllnedmmonbenepuve
(lcunmlnlchpnlﬂemdslmed

mnedy

“This lsmumubuuty truunem.
'l'hhl:lcrpenple
“source’cf anhlﬂw
*the quality of life.”

ey ~ -

This Is not just a beauly treatment, It is
for people who are looking for a source
of enerav.’

— Richard Ven Vrooman™

YES, HE zald, there are people who
approach the clinle and the.products
with unrealistic expectations, No, ba
8aid, nelther the cllafc or its pmdvm
unmp the aging process,

“But, yes, we can zlnv the aging pro-

and yes, we do treat medical
mblm Our euenu galn in eaergy
llmh.

their naforally s
fhyuuun;mmm% not with

The skin care lioe, Fleming said, I’
nlsodm.lmedtompalrwhnmnbere-
paired and pmml ln:uﬂ' d:unaxe‘
from occuring,
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Thursday,

Tribute to a

lifelong volunteer

conedm with tho children of tarasl,

o mem;

Pioneor Wornon Na'mat turned out late

last week to pay tribute to Frisda
Leemon (nbove) and hor work in bshalf
of youngsters In lsreal. The tribute
comes y with the i
of Belt Friads, a child care conter named
after the Fermington , Hits rosident,
whera Arab and Israell tots play and
leamn togsther (ot lofl). Gueats met o
plodnl lo match funds for the day caro
Then some contributed to a This
I: Yopv LHe kit with the gueat of honor
In the spotiight. The ekit told of her birth.
I Poland and youth spent in Detroit, It
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continusd with her firet sfTitiation with a
Zionlst whila st
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