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Musicale supporters speak out

Thls week's Oral Quarrel asked
Farmington and Farmington Hills resi.
dents: What are your feellngs abont the

: oew rule which llmits musicale schol-
arships to students who llve in Farm-
Ington ar Farmington Hllla?

Following are the responses,

1 see no reason why the competition
should be Umited to just these chtldren
; who Uv2 In Farminglen. They atso at-
tend school there. It means they are
contributing to the overall community
and there ks no reason why they
should'nt be allowed to compete, If the
Musicale scriously wants to limit It at
least they could have a separate com-
pelitlon where the critlcism that the
students find so valuahle would be of-
fered,

Belng the students have to pay $4 ad-
misslon fee and the quality of the judg-
©s is very, very poor, I don't know why
anyone would want to conslder eater-
Ing the competitlon for ths Muslcale
Scholarshlp let alone be offended if
they were not included because they
didn't llve In Farmington,

Yes, Proverb 3:27 states: “Withhold
_not good for them to whom It is due

¢someone ncedy out there and as the
<Bible states it is not good to withhold
+from them to whom it Is due, .
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Farmington Musicale to Wmit thelr -
scholarship competition to Farmington
residents or chlldren of Musteale mem-
bers. I feel Steve Bamnaby's comment
comparing Muslcal to the

1 feel that the Farmington Musicale
is a private club and responsible for
ralsing thelr own money and should
Eave the right to bave the obligation to
set their own quallfications for the

* scholarshlp, 80 1 agree with thelr stand

and with thelr rules,
.

You must be really hard up for news
to make such a tempest In a tcapot.
Who really cares?

.

I feel that the F Musleal

cale has a right to sct thelr own ml?
"

‘Tchaikovsky Internatlonal Competition
is like comparing apples and oranges.
Farml M a smell club

elr
tion. When a student elects to go to a
private or parochlal schoo), they are
glving up some privileges.

The Farmington Muslcale should be
able to award schotarship monles In ac-
cordance wilk ils constitution to devel-
op the musical taleats of its membera
and to atimulate musical interest In the
communlty, The flrst 11 years of schol-
arship qualifications were for Farm-
ington resldents only. The club did
make an effort to expand Lhe eliglbility
boundary for alx years. Due to budget-
it was nccessary to im-

has a right to sct its own policies. They
have done 50 much for the community
to stimulate muslcal interest that it
docsn't seem right that a Pontlac or
Detroit or some other resldents would
be awarded 2 scholarship that was
from the Farmington Musicale,

Farmington Muslcale has every
right to revise the eligiblllty for schol-
arships. The funds are raised by .a
small group of women mostly through
rummage ‘and auction sales. None is
ralsed by raffles or by sallciting mer-
chants, thercfore, it is a private local
fund for local residents to be distribut.
ed as the Musicale sees fit. To be at-
tacked by Mr. Barpaby Is unfalr as
Farmington Muslcale has ralsed thou-
sands of dollary for over 12 years plus
2 concett grand plano to the communi-
ty. I belleve a retraction is forthcoming
from Mr. Barnaby.

Farmington Musicale are local peo-
ple wlth muslcal talent. They are only
supported by fricnds and neighbors
here in the community. They get no
state, federal or any other kind of
funds. Why not Lmlt the competition to
local people? 1 em sure that Franklin

v
N 8.,,,.5, PR :mp‘;:r:‘?';p.)g‘zg; and Blrmingham and other areas have
A omanc Ll yoarly, $35. thelr own competitions as we)l,
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Yes, I betleve that Farmington Musl-

a ry

pose the orglnal limitations on eligiblll-
ty. Thie seems sensible and appropriate
for a Jocal club to place its emphasis
and effectlvencss in its own communl-
ty. N

Isupport the Muslcale. This Is a local
competltion with a small amount of
monty involved, not a regional or na-
tlonal ¢competition with large amounts
of money. I the scholarship money is
siphoned off by opportunistie, non-resl-
dent musiciany; there [s no incentive
for Musicale members to work as hard
as they do to raising the funds, Like-
wise, your shot at Mrs. Swanson was
very cheap. You dld not ask any publlc
school teachers, such as me, [ would
Tike their opinions about the article.

1 am 2 former resident of Farming-
ton, a past president of Farmington

tdusicale, past president of the Michl- |

gan Federatlon of Muslc Clubs and
presently the National Federation of
Musle Clubs Great Lakes District Coor-
dinator responslble for Ohlo, Indlana
and Michigan. I happen to be in Farm-
ington and read the articles. Many of
the statements were not correct. [
would like to have the opportunity to
correet these and consider comments
and suggestions on others, T will be re-
turning to my home March 31.

I am In complete agreement with
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with very limited resources, Tchaikov-
sky Competition is supported by a
whale nation and I wast to polnt out to
isins our game is Farmington Musicale,

.

Yes, T think it Is very fair that that

money be spent that way. Spent the
way the members want to spend It.

The Farmington Musleale should be
allowed to set their own guldellnes re-
garding bow a very small amount of
money, $1,000, every peany of which
was carned by their own memberahip,
is to be glven to communlty youngsters .
with the threat of scathing yellow jour-
nallsm from irresponsible, uninformed
edltors like Steve Barnaby,

Steve, I am sorry you don't have the
facts all straight. I know that you mean
well, but unfortunately thls Isn't limit-
ed to just Farmington resldants, it s
the children of Farmington and Musi-
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cale and they come from ali over. Eve-
ty colmmunlty has thelr own muslc
groups that offer scholarships. We are
a small group and we have to Limit it
somehow. Please gel your facts
stralght next time,
‘e

" I vote for the Farmlogton Musteale
reconsideration of its new rule, Mr.
Barmaby, even on rare occaslons, when

he bumbles through o a kind of com-
mon sense, Is offenslve.

Why doea the Farmington Observer
{ind it so repugnant for the Farmington
Musicale, an all volunteer group sup-
ported by thelr friends and nelghbors,
to kelp our own young peopte? Doesn't
the paper choose to serve the necds of
thls community also?

I believe that the scholarships shoutd

Ploase turn to Page 5
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