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{ palgning for nominations and selection

Here are the picks for Oscar winners, plus. critic’

Amldst much hoopla 2nd Hollywoed
hype, the Academy of Motion Pleture
Arts and Sciences will present Oscars
on Monday, April 9, to thoss the indus.
try desms.most deserving of recogni-

tion. | B

Forty-flve [llms have been noml--
nated {n 20 categories. In addition,
there will be three speclal awards,

‘The whole thing Is a lot of fun, par- .
ticulatly 42 you don't Lake it too serious-
1ly. My wife, who is a bigger film fan
than { am (If that's possible), always
dresses for the cvent. Sho calls her
frienda to find out what they're wear-
ing, but I know she's going to wear her
best robe to watch the event oo the
tube (at 9 pan. on ABC-TV, Channel 7),

A good many awards are relatively
minof, Fifteen of the 45 nominated are

jdocumentaries and shorts, There tends
:3to be limlted Interest in the techrilea]
»fcategories of editing, costume deaign

palgning involved so I'm golng o go
with the flow and plek “Terms of
Endearment” to win most of the blg-
gles even though I didn't think it was
that good. It's an OK film but doesn’t
measure up to much of the competl-
tlon. -

However, who am I {0 argue with tho
New York Film Critics Clrele that gave

“Terms” everything except the Nobel . .

Peace Prize. I stlll think “Atlastic
City" was far superior to “Chariots of
Fire” but they say Burt Lancaster isn't

popular in Hollywood so the Oscar .

went to “Charfots” a few years ago.
That secms to be how' the Oscars go,

‘popularity and sentiment.”

And now, the eovelope, please:

Best Plcture: “Terms of Endear-
meat.” My vote for “The Dresser” obvi-
ously was overwhelmed by the masses.
“Tender Mercies” Is my No. 2 prefer-
eace, :

film p the ‘s gystem
of balloling and the extensive cam-
is such that there are clements of a

popularity contest.

CERTAINLY THERE are box office
values o winniog, and even a nomina.
tion belps, But such are thie vagaries of
film distribution these days*that many
communlities In the United States ha.
ven't bad the opportunity to see all the
nominces,

1 am in one such communlty so my
cholces are based on Informed Igno-
rance. The only three films I baven't
seen, among the major category nomi-
nees, are “Reuben, Reuben,” "Educat-
ing Rita® and "Cross Creek.” “Cross
Creek™ Is available for 18mm school
and fllm-club scrocning, has played
Chicago and elsewhere for months but
only had one briel week in the Detroit
ares, desplte it's four important noml-
nations.

50, here I go, pleking winners based
on limited knawledge. But that's what
most ple think of critics: "What .
does he know?” “Good critlcs are those
who agree with me!l” !

Generally, critics are people whose
koowledge and experience of the
motfon picture are more extensive
than average, The problem arises when
we confuse what we llke with what we
think Is good. We can like anything we
want, but that doesn't make it good.
Quality s something that can be dem-
onstrated.

There is a problem in measuring
quality. Are there standards? Or is it
Just box office that tells the tale? I'll go
. with standards since box office, howey-

or important, reflccts what people like,
not what can be demonstrated is good.

BUT WHO NEEDS philasophy where
the Oscars are concerned? There's a
great deal of fun and polltics and cam-

and aound effects, Best Forelgn-Language Film s in-
J While the purporied purpose of the  teresting thia year becase “Fanny &
Qscars 1s to gnlz In A gmar an) also has
-for five native awards:

Best Director, Original Screenplay,
Cinematography, Art Direction and
Costume Design. Slnce it already won
the French Aeademy’s prize for Best
Foreign Film and some British Acade-
my Awards, I'il rule it out,

All things considered, I'll go for the
Spanish entry, “Carmeén,” an excellent,
creative fllm by any standard. .

BEST DIRECTOR will go to James

-Brooks for *“Terms,” although I think

all four of the competitors produced
better fllms: “The Dresser,” *Silk-
wood,” “Tender Mercies® and "Faony &
Alexander,” in that order,

The several categories — Best Ac-
tor, Actress, Supporting Actor and
Original Song — with two nomlnees
{from the same {llm — present a prob-
lem. 1 sus, the reasoning will gener-
ally go: “It's hard to declde between
two such great performances, so let’s
glve It to someono else.” In the case of
the song calegory, witk two from
*Yentl” and two from “Flashdance,” I'll
bet on “Over You" from “Tender Mer-
cles”:

As far as Beat Actor — in splte of the
foct that I'd stay up nights trying to
decide between Albert Finney and Tom
Courtenay*in *The - I'm
betting on Robert Duvall in “Tender
Mercles.” Best Actress should go to
Meryl Streep for “Sitkwood,” but I
think "Terms® momentum will win it
for Shirley MacLalne,

No question in my mind: Cher should
get Best Supporting Actress for her
role In “Silkwood.” I'm 30 surc of that
one that Il probably jinx her.

Best Supporting Actor L8 tho last cat-
egory, with two nomlnations for one

llm: I think the John Lithgow /Jack Ni-

T cholson competitlon will be resolved In

favor of Charles Durning, whe did an
excellent comic role as the Gestapo
Colonel In “To Be Or Not To Be.”

Benefit slated

“Yesterday Once
More,” a benellt concert
headlined by the Persua.
slons, will be at 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, April
2021, at the Macomb
Theatre, 31 N. Walnut,
Mt. Clemeas.

In addition to the Per-,
suaslons, Friday's con-

cert will feature the
Larados and the George
Band with Love Duet azcd
Motown's Contours, Sat-
urday nlght also wlll
present the Persuasions
and the Larados, plus the
Thoroughbred, the Five
Doltars and Joe Weaver
and the Blus Notes. The
concert will benefit the

Michigan Osteapathic
Medlcal Cotp. fund for
deslilule  menta)-health
patients in Detroit’s Cul-
tural Center.

Tickets at $12 a con-
box office, or tickets are

$10 lo advance at all CTC
outlets (phone 557-5885).

Auditions open

Auditlons for the Fourth Street Playhouse pro-

duction of “The Country Girl® continue from 6-8
p.m. Tuesday, April 3, at the playhouse at 301 W.
Fourth, south of 11 Mlle Road and west of Washing-

ton Street in downtown Royzl Oak.

The cast requirements are six men and two wom-
tmeat, or for further infor. N

en. To make an appoin|
mation, call the theater at 543-3666,

SPECIAL ¢4
EVENINGS

* MONDAY EVENINGS
Brolled Whitefish, homemada
soup, potato du jour, .

Two dinnors for *14.95
* FRIDAY EVENINGS -

Prime Rib, potate du Jour,
salad, rellishes, bread basket,

Two dinnars for *14.95

© Also
- Brolled White Fish

Two dinners for $14.95

Family Style Frled Chicken

. per person...$8.85

" ..additional helpings are on us!

R

pR IS PR .
* Robert Duvall is moat lkely to win tho Oscar for Best |

Actor and Shirloy MacLaino
up for Best Actrogs.

4 . .
I SUSPECT Lawrence Kasdan and
Barbara Benedck are in tho lead for
“The Blg Chili* Origina! Screcoplay,
but I'll go with “Silkwood.”

The academy will probably pecog-
alze the lnnovative and creative
clnematography of *Zellg,” and *Flash-
dance” for iU's fast-paced editing. That
leaves Best Original Score, Art Direc
tlon and Sound for *Terms® to sweep.
Best Costume Dealgn probably will go
1o “Thie Return of Martln Guerre™ and
Sound Effects Edlting to "Return of the
Jedt” Since Jobn Glenn dropped out of

s ‘best’
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OUR SIDE IS OPEN

Whether it be in the couat elegance of The Mansiw
- with its authentic English bill of fare or Ihe classic
refinement of La 'mumds Kistoeante featuring gourmet
Italian culuine. Ynpeccable service and superbly prepared .
foods make Pine Knob a truly unforgetable experience,
For tunch. dinner or Late supper. Renaissance Food
Festival Buffet every Sunday. Noon to' 7:00 p.m.
Remers icmy o Prmate Parten -
1150100
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Join Us For Dinner

New Sauces

New Spic

" ANew American -~ - :
Nouvelle Menu '

Served Nightly from $:30 p.m,

A

SomersetInn |

2601 W. BIC- BEAVER » TROY » 643-7800

WHEN I NEED TO RELAX...

EASY-




