danger of
alicohol

By Bath Ashlon
spacial writer

Police sirens scream {n the night as the cru-
isers rush to the scene of an accident. Mangled
cars, a road covercd with skids, and injured,
possibly dead, victims lay on the pavement.
The cause of this accident, as well as thousands
of others: drunk driving.

HIS WAS onc of the many plctures palnted
into the minds of Rochester Adams High
., students Friday mornlng in an assembly
spénsored by the school’s Student Councll,
The hourlong assembly was a speclal presenta-
tion given by Robert Anastas, founder/executive
director of SADD {Students Agalnst Driving Drunk).
Anastas, also a counselor, coach, and teacher at a
school In Marlboro, Mass,, graduated from the
Unlverslty of Michigan, then went on to Worchester
Btale Colleze, Worchester, Mass,, to furthar his ad.
Lication. .
! After becoming a teacher and experiencing the
deaths of two of his students because of drunk driv-
ing-relnted accldents, he founded the SADD pro-
gram and went on a natienwide campaign to in-
crease the awarencss of students about drunk driv-
g . )
* He has already spoken at 6,000 high schools
throughout the natlon concerning thls problem.

HIS PRESENTATION during the Adams stop
was informative and humorous, as well as frighten-

{ng. .

"It made you feel ‘scared straight' because of the
kids be used as cxamples. They all seemed to have
thelr lives golng great until they got Into that car
drunk; Lhen it was over,” sophomore Chris Foster
sald.

Deginning with the statistic that cvery hour onc
teen-ager, age 16-19, Is killed In & drunk driving-
related accldent, Anastas went an to say, “You klds
Just don't care. Perhaps that's because that one kid
an hour s not real to you. It's‘not someone you
know, it's not one of your friends wio llves just
down the street, but it could be. In tha next hour,
that kid will, indecd, become real to you.”

*] think a lot of people tock it scriously bccmne‘

of the way he presented the problem,” junlor Maxi-
sz Capaldl sald. “He made you realize that it could
be you, or one of your friends, dying that hour. You
aever know unless you do something to prevent it.”
Anastas’ presentation is different than most. He
doesn't irood over statistics or preach to studenta.
v o . .- er e e LN .
' “I'M NOT golng to tell you about all of the tech-
nicallties of drinking and driving. I'm not golng to
tell you that you'll get clrrhosis of the liver or that
you kill braln cells with every drink that you take,
because you know all of that. I'm not golng to tell
" you n:oul the SADD program, and what it stands
for,” he
“What I am going to do, Is talk about death and
dylng, because 1 belleve that death has been camou-
flaged to you In two waya. One, lack of communica-
tlon, and two, peer pressure. Look at these reasons
and watch, just watch, the death trap that you fall
into.

. “Ionce kncw a kid, he was the co-captalh of the
; varsity foothall team I coached. All he had to do
+ was finlsh high school, and ho'd get a'$40,000 schol-
arship to the college of his cholce. He had every-

. thing.
i “But oné nlght he went to a party and got a little
| drunk. Later, he reallred that he was late, and he
v bad to get home. He didn't call his parents, and
> those kids that be called his {riends let him drive
bome,

“He tried to make it, golng 75 miles per hour all
! the way home. When ba was 100 yards away from
hia bouse, he hit a fog bank. Through that fog bank
he went, not bothering to slow down. When he got to
the end of that fog bank, be found a tree, and hit it
square on, at 75 miley per hour.

“Have you ever seen the effects of a crash llke
¢ that?" Anastos asked, “The impact snapped his
! peck in half and he died instantly,

1 “Kids, once you're dead at 17, you're dead —
| there’s no coming back."

ANASTAS CONTINUED: “You know what I saw
after Lheard he was dead?

“I saw all of you kids marchling in mowrning of
3 your friend’s death. I saw all of you guys asking
- 'How could you haye done this to me?’ 1 saw you
* glrls in your white dresses, carrying red roses, won-
it dering what went wrong. .
! “Dg you know what I wanted to say? I wanted to
i tell you ail to take your roses.and leave. It was
| your faull; you let him die because you let him

1

ve,

. “Not a person allve can tell me that you kids

i don't care, that you don't love each other. So how

can you let thia happen?”

; . Anastas went on to say that the word “friend” is

; the most confused word In the dictiopary.

% “In our teen-aged llves, we bave three classificn-

 tlons of people — strangers, acquaintances, and tho
| pdoplo we're Intimata with {our true friends)” ho
T pald. . .

Y'At gge flve, all of you kids were intimate with
your parents. You camé home overyday with de-
talled stories of your day at school, what all of your
riends sald and did; and so on. This s the image

#chool” . .
BUT, IN realily, Aoastas sald, “Now that you're
7 in high school, most of your parents have slipped
out the spot of belng Intimate, all the way out to
being sirangers. They
¢ that you live In. They
2 at &3, and they certainly
w
1

]
}
!
:
i
i

't know the things you do
don't kmow 21l of the

1
your parcnis pec, evea now. that you're in mgh'

don't really know tha world .
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