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School security

Is worthwhile

investment

URE AND SIMPLE, it was caleu-
lated theft at Harrison High
Sehon), perpetrated aver a twa-
day period, designed to enrich a
{ew at the expense of many,

Alrcady we're getting used to lke-
crimes in our subdivisions, The thieves
come, truck or van. in tow, pull in the
driveway and off they drive with belong-
Lngs garnered through the sweat of a fam-
1ly's labor,

Sometimes they are bold enough to
come in the daylight. In a culture without
sidewalks, where homeowners move of-
ten, nelghbors tend fo be strangers. They
come and go beforei we even know thelr
names. A moving van in a driveway is a
famillar sight.

Although it angers us, we excuse school

vandalism as the misgulded pranks of
troubled youths, But theft of a school
building is different.
- 1t is an assault on and insult to the com-
munity, It is a sign that, indced, the
Farmington School District is as vulnera-
ble as any district to the criminal mind.

While those who are committing the
crime may only be thinking of how it will
profit them, In reallty thelr act does much
more.

WHAT THEY have taken — the com.
puters, microscopes, computerized type-
writers and other te-ching devices — are
the symbols of the community’s dreams
for its chitdren.

The price tag on those values are incal-
culable.

Whatever the tone of the debate over
educatlon in recent years, onc theme rings
clear from all philosophical stands — ed-
ueation is a paramouu! resource for our
future.

Despite how we have prospcrcd slnce
this country's Great Depresslon, one gen-
eration after the next still holds on to the
dream — a better future for our child
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In recent titnes that lmprm?cd future
has come to mean computerization — be-
comling less expensive everyday, but stil!
a costly tnvestment for a school dlstrict.

We in the Detrolt area are especially
sensitive to the importance of new educa-
tional opportunities for our children. As
our dependence on industrialism fades, we
must spend our resources on new methods
of training the next generatfon.

WE RESENT that intrusion in the
night from thleves who show that while
we are slruggling to keep up with an
ever-changing soclety, we have yet to
solve the problems which have haunted us
for centurles past.

‘The burglary at Harrison also reminds
us, however uncomfortably, that we must
re-examine our thinking on security.

With the advent ‘of computers, ‘our
schools no longer are weekend warehouses
for pencils, paper and glue pots, While for
many students the yearning may be to es-
cape the school buitding on Friday after-
noon, for other persons, that empty build-

is a treasure trove.

If we wish to protect those Investments
and avold the school-day inlerruptions,
reaidents should urge the school distriet to
take the appropriate security precautions

and be willing to follow up with the need- .

ed funds to Implemeat them.
That money will be a worthwhile in-
in our childrens' futures.

Press resists being
government agency

AT FIRST they look iike purely local

A cheral grand jury subpoeuas two De-
trolt reporters ta testify where they got
their informétion on a multimillion-dollar
heroln ring story. The grand jury wants to

find the source of news “leaks.” The

newspaper resists,

A northern Michigan woman is charged
with murdering her husband. After sitting
in, jail two weeks without a visit from
anyonc, even her attorney, she “spills ker
gits," as they say, to' the first human
be!ngshcmlkedm—anenpaperre-
porter.

The prosecutor, who ham't bexun his
homework on the slaying, reads the story,

the reporter’s notes might contaln .

" an admission of guilt and subpoenas, the -

We&c\murtordenthenew-paperlo

- strrender the notes,

“According to thé Ohlo"State Unlvcnity

lism professors who did :tndy for
 Detrolt Mayor Coleman Young, the
i tor.
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dealing with police offlcials rather than
an OXE news team — well, they are like-
1y to think of our team as lwm!uced liars
in the future, aren't they?

And we would turn out to be an arm of
gfvernment after. lhe fact. ;

‘THIS D!STURBING lendoncy is a.
-worldwide phenomenon. Consider these ;.

cases in the 1983 report of the Interna-
uona! Press lnstl(ute- .
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Political posturmg is taxing

FOR MORE than a year now the battle
has been raging in Lansing and in other
parts of the state over the temporary per-
sonal income tax increase hurried]y\
passed by the Legislature in early days of -
the Blanchard admintstration, -~/

The uproar, the recalls the polltlcal

have all

J\
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would be too generous and would .deaf
devastating blows to existing stafe servi-:
ces and bring on the flnancial calamity,
that we have been trying to avold..

There s a clear suspicion that many of
the state senators realize that such a cut;
is not desirable but are intent on Lrylnx lo

and th
but obscured thc real wurkings of govern-
ment,
Yet, the state government is golng on

" and dolng well. Gov. Blanchard and his

admlnistration have managed to attack a
number of problems and have gotten a
start on a number of other problems.
Blanchard took off $225 million from
last year's state budget and reduced the
size of the state work force. Savings in
some areas have allowed a budget cailing
{or Increased aid to higher educa}lon. !
The public seems {o feel

Milliken in January. Millikeh had manged
for years to continue. to carry state gov-
ernment forward utilizlng a method of
keeping books that put off the inevitable
pay day, which the Legislatyre all but
refused to finance.

‘Thé Republicans who backed Mhliken ]
penchant {or solving problems with artis-
tic bookkeeping voled dead against the

iaelmporary tax increase asked for by

and have d to attempt

more confidence in the governer after a
shaky start and controversy over his ap-
polntments, his staff and his heliocopter
rides and unabated antipathy toward his
tax raise.

YET THE larger.controversy over t.he
size of the personal income tax rate goes
on making all other governmérital prob-
lems pale in compatison.

As substantive as the 4ssue may be, its *
merits, pro and con, are alsg belng ob-
scured by the machinations’{nvolved in
Arying to.turn public dlssausfacﬂnn into
" polltical advantage.

There is no doubt that Blanchard inher-
ited a financial mess and a $2 billion def!-
cit when he took over from ex-governor

Time for giving, not giving up

1t is now half-way Lhmugh the six-week *
period of preparation for Easter called

- 1ent. For Chrl.':uans th!s is a spectal time

ol’ the year. -

Non-Christians are probably not aware
this is the Leaten scason. With the cxeep-
tlon "of scelng “Lenten” specials” ad-
vertised at their favorite ithas

' to make political hay with the issue.

BY TAKING advantage of publlc-dls- !

satisfaction with the tax hike, the GOP
has ‘managed to overturn control of the
state Scnate. Exultant with their new

commmittee assignments and control and -

their capture of the plusher state office
‘space, the GOP senators feel they are ona

§.

Si:ilrmd on by the

e ‘image of the GOP being
the savlor tax cutters that voters love and
adore.

By continuing to play this game !ht;
senators give the impression that they arg
merely charade players, barkers on the
Midway intent on moving the pea ‘around
under 50 many shells that it becomes Im-|
posaible to tell what is really hap| g '

THERE IS- no. doubt that the state

"House will not approve the kind of tax cut

that Senate majority leader John Engler,
R-Mt. Pleasant, continues to talk about.!
There is no doubt that the governor wouls
veto such a proposal in the unlikely even!
that it would pass both houses.

So why continue to bark on the Midwa;
touting a shell game that is gefting to bd
more and more obviously transparent? .

‘The . House . of  Representatives hnq
agreed on a tax decrease which makeg
much-more sense — to 5.35 on Oct. 1
three months ahead of schedule — eve
!hough this too 1.«1 a political” uever;

of Kirby Holmes and Rudy Nichols, the :

GOP-dominated Senate now proposes a
tax cut from the present 6.1 percent to
5.35 on July 1 and 4.6 percent in July 1985,

id

hip came up with
Lhc pucknge in the hope of placating thd
public.
Nevertheless, it 13~fomething to wor!

" with, If the sénate leaders will stop bleat-}

ing to the high heavens and will begin lo

Such a cut, i}-scem:.' from all
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not nuccled Lheir lives, . .
. fxay

I:ven for ‘some_ Christlang the season
it once did.
T can remember the dramatig effect Lent
had on my life'whién I was a youngster, ..

The emphasis then was on the negative.

Lent was. o' perlod of penande, Everyone
““gave gomething ‘up!’— thaf ‘could be

movigs, television or candy. No'dances or

parties could be held. No lively colors

- wére used in church, It was'd time for in- -

trcspecllon and thlnklng nhout death)

TODAY TRE I-‘OCUS of Lent has
is now a ume 1o reach out to

ychempummmmm»o

. sald the' Rev.’ Jlm

{ncl in!cmnllon on: private:. prayer

‘ol soclal .

190 dw:nt you giva:up, but ‘on what :*

Sharkey

For example, Fé;th Lutheran Church in
Livonta recently sponsored a parish Lent-

. en supper. Good Shepherd' Lutheran

“Church in Redford is ing an-adult-

seriously

poor in foreign ¢ countrlm

Plans are now belng made at St. Edi
to collect signatures on a petition oppo
(ng nuclear arms, H

Another parlsh involved in soclal wor!
during Lent is Our Lady of Refuge In Or
chard Lake, - .

Parishioners-James and Delores Weak
land and their son, Jetfrey, had their hom
destroyed
, tunately, in an effort to cut ‘corners on
- limited h:mlly budge! the family ba

cducation program every week during
Lent. Christ the King Lutheran Chorch in
Livonta is holding soup and brexd dinners
every Wednesday evening in Len

Schelck’s’ St, Edith . Church has Yoany
varied Lenlen programs.

“More pegple participate in church ac.
tivities during Lent than at any other time
of the year,” Schelck satd. “Lent seems to
brlnz them ou! " PR

" 8T, EDl'I‘ﬂ Is sponsol rlng Axbes to

Easter,” a:serles of smal{-group discus- -

: tlon.l locmlnx on'current church mg[u.
In addition. parlshioners a

part
o li: tha Rice Bowl program. Familiesput a ..
papercup intheshape of a rico bowl on

lu. 'n:ey are to eat less
the

onated to the

d theit m ‘put the meney.. .
.uvedln;hapnwrbowl.mtmuyl:. ..
. eollettedbyihechur&ud

insurance, /

FELLOW paﬂ.uhlonem have provided’

* the family with food and clothing d

the past few weeks, Now they are sea“gﬁ
ing for " building - supplies — lumbe
drywall, Insulation, fixtires and doors —
{0 repair the Weaklands’ home. Denationf
of money and any kind of building materi

. .als can bo made by ulllng ‘Our Ludy of

Rf.fuge nl 68241920

n'- rermhlng lo see w new !ocus !
the observance of: Lent,
point out’ a fundamentat - th for man

Chrixtian dAnominatione” Rators ooty thé:

elergy was {avolved I the social mlnmrnw irg
- of heiping tha aged, the sick and the poor

-~ Now ail Christians nm\'rupnmbla 1o

those dutles — especlaily during Lent. *

true meaning o
v

by a fire on March 2, Unfor{ *

Tome, tia Iy 1 In keepiag.with -
: rebgion. 15& i




