- Tuned in

SEMTA drivers aierted to
weather, driving conditions

L"IUs ke having anotber pair of eyes

2nd ears for our drivers.”

»That's how Ron Stewart, the

Southeastern Michigan Transportation

Altbority (SEMTA) superintendent of

transportation at the Oakiand Division,

describes SEMTA’s computerizod com-

munciations lick with Michigan Emer-

gency Patrol (MEP).

o Lipking up with the volunteer traf.

fig-advisory vrganization has helped -
koep bus drivers and dispatchers ln- .
formied about unusual traffic condi-

tons ant adverse weather that could

delay runs,

- Puring recent bad weather, SEMTA

ticelved a repart on the MEP comput-

€r network about accidents at five lo-

¢atlons.

~“With thls information in hand, we'
were able to immedlately notify driv-
& of all SEMTA dlvislons about those
qangested areas so they could sclect al-

)
ﬁnu to the dlspatcher at the Oakland

vision by radio br telephone. The
SEMTA dlspatcher immediately typea
b information into the computer, and

Information to other drivers operating
in the vicinity, on the same route or
from other terminals,

LAST YEAR MEP conducted an orl.

entation program for more than 70.

e.drivers and supervisors at SEMTA ter-
minals, Besides SEMTA, the MEP traf-
fic-lnformai thering network in-
cludes motorists with citizen-band ra-
dlcs, MEP volunteers who bave radlo-
equipped cn;, fire depnrtm?:ltl:.
county road , departments, specially
equipped alreraft and several construc-

tion sompanles. * .
Vi a network of rcguvlng antennas

h e

area, MEP monltors cltizen-band-radlo
Channel 9, which Is reserved by the
Federal Communcations Commission

the public. | e

“*Our vital commanications Unk wilh
SEMTA’s Qakland Terminal has en-
hanced MEP's abllity to provide up-to-
the-minute trafflc reports,” sald MEP
volunteer Jack Lecs. .

*"The SEMTA drivers who wateh
report accidents and traffic condtiona
cach day provide usefu) information

in tha ares.

+Slnco we aro statfed eatlrely by vahiu:

‘toers, we depend on other ‘agencies,

groups and indlvideals to make our

program work.”

MEP YOLUNTEER operators han-
dle mere than 100,000 calls each year,
and keep the service on the alr an aver-
age of 21 bours a day — and often 24
hours a day — throughout the year, '

for emergency and motorist assl

‘When recelves a call about a
trafflc accident or other condition re-
qulring zetion by police or other public-
safety agencies, the speclal computer
and telephone links are used to speed
i LifGiisation {o the appropriate
agency for action.

MEP also delivers regular traffic ad-
-visories to 12 local radlo atations and

"Fpod ds of area ok 1 Iﬁve
equipped thelr vehlcles with CB.radios
&nd uss, Chacnet

9 to eall MEP whea -

they need help, want directions, wish to

report traffle or want to know
lb%zl mﬂcm along thatr ©

'Legal aid workshops sched'u_ied' 3

route of travel,” Loes explalned.

“Mauy of the people MEP has helped
Like the service so much I.hlcy havo vo-

several bl stations

ip:is recelved y by MEP
at its headquarters in the Fisher Build-

hrought ita network,
These stations then relny informatipn
to motorists and notify MEP about
tralfic accldents reported to them by

Cillzens ‘without CB radics can get
mllnseoln]lmurvleubydhllng
T-R-A-F-F-1.C on the telephone or call:
log 875-0205,,
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Oakland Livingston Legal Atd pre-
seats Information on some common Jo-
gal. problems at a series of informal
workshops,

Upcoming workshops Include: attor-

X o

Barnolt
accident report on a compuier ta the KMichigan
Emorgency (MEP) hoadcuarters in the Flsher
Bullding In Detrolt. Whon a SEMTA driver ob-
terves adversa road condiiions or an accidont,

an

ney Lonnte Peace on “How to Get Your

Security Deposit Back,” Thursday,
April 5; and attorney James DiMeglio
o “What's Golng to Happen to Your
Stulf When Yon Die?” Thursday, April

the diiver notitios a dipsich
Onkland Divislon who

MEP. In retumn, MEP provides SEMTA with o traf- ©
flc advitory rcport which fs refsyed
dispatchor to SEMTA defvors, .. ..

PN &
or gt tha BEMITA
ths condition to

12,

by. the = -

~There will be questions at the ond of

each 2-4 pm. session i Cokland Liv- |
Legal Ald, 10 W. Huron, Suite

ingten
307, Ponllac. To attend, call 332-9175.
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=  INVEST YOUR MONEY WHERE

= YOU'LL EARN HIGH INTEREST
PLUS EXTRA BONUS -
INTEREST... AT STANDARD

' FEDERAL SAVINGS. :

The new Bonus Rate Certificates rom Standard
Federal offer high money market interest rates for
the eatire term of the certificate PLUS added bonus
interest for a specified period at the beginning of the .
term. Take advantage of our one or two year Bonus
Rate Certificates now-—and be sure to ask about all
the other high-interest investments available at
Standard Federal Savings. You'll find we have a
wide variety of certificate accounts gnd savings
plans to meet your own Investment plans.

FORTHE
MINIMUM.

ONE YEAR BONUS RATE
CERTIFICATE - . . .

*.FOR THE FIRST MONTH

STANDARD

" .FEDERAL SAVINGS

" TWO YEAR

CERTIFICATE

FOR THE FIRST THREE MONTHS,




