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C.J. Risak

‘Y Uneup for'the Panthers' flrat two games thia
;] ‘wasreally terrible and I wasn't playing ™
’| afar, ho has zince returned to where ho began, He's

T oould play the rest of my career very happlly
] right here,* .

{ matter baw the other guys play, It's how well 1

k golden road. Where It leads coly um'-naam-

Twisting road of life
brings Wiska home

ETBACKS ARE ABOUT as welcome s
warts,
One day the trall to eareer success looks
a3 brilllant as the yellow brick road
Dorothy.foltowed to Oz But fn a seemingly short
span of timo — a single day, perhaps — what
secmed 50 golden tarnishes. .

Just as Dorothy’s trip was detoured by fiying
monkeys, the road to success often wanders astray,
, Jeit Wiska's path to the professlonal football
ranks has taken many steps — forward, backward
and lateral. But in an occupatlon that often
ridleules security, Wiska has at lost, at least, found .
a spot for himself.

For the Ume being anyway, Wiska has got the
moukey (flylng or qtherwlsc) off his back,

“WHEN I WENT INTO camp I just wanted to
make the team,” the glant (6-foot-4, 285-pounds)
young lineman said minutes after his team, the
Michlgan Panthers, had stayed the San Antonlo
Gunslingets Sunday,

It seemed too modest a goal for 2 man who was
one cut away from playing in the more talented,
more prestiglous NF1L. The young USFL doesa’t
possess the callber of talent its older brother has, so
it scemed p borderline NFLer like Wiska would
bave no problem making it.

But life en the barderline haa never baen certain.

The 24-year-old Farmington natlve starred as an
offenalve Hneman at Redford Catholle Central
before headlng for Michigan State, His stay at MSU
was productive — he carned seeond team All-Blg
Ten honors and was twlee named to the All-
Academic squad — but it wasn't all It could have
been,

PART OF THE PROBLEM was a coaching
swltch In the middle of Wiska's colleglate career.
Darry! Regers left MSU and Muddy Waters way
hired. It soon became apparent Waters was in over

hls head, '
LT Wiska was plcked by the

New York Glants in the
- seventh round of the 1982

NFL draft. The Glants liked

his apecd (4.84 in the 40-yard

dash), size and steength (465
pounds on the bench press).
But despltc his talent, Wiska
had his deficienclea,

“When § went to New York,

they told mltjz they thought I
. had the ability,” Wiska
Joit Vilakn recalled, “but I needed to
proviing Panther potleh up my techalque.”

White Wiska worked on learning the technlque he
was never taught at MSU, be spralned a koea in
practice the week after the Giants' flrat game.
They put him on injured reserve for the rest of the
season.

TT WAS ANOTHER setback, but Wiska was
convineed be'd get another shet with (he Giants tn
1983, Untll. . .

“(Glant coach) Ray Perkins went to Altbama and
(offensive line coach) Blll Austin went to the New
Jersey Generals [n the USFL,” Wiska sald, “The
new staf! drafted a tackle In the third round and a
guard n the sixth. They declded to keep both of
them.”

‘Wiska was the lost offensive lineman the Glants
cut. “] was dismayed,” he admitted, “but 1 knew I
wasn't outclassed. I was confident In my ability. 1
knoew I'd get a chance.”

Kansas City, Green Bay and Detroit all contacted.
Wiska and sald they would give him a tryout should
the need for a lineman arise during the NFL
8£230n, .

Wiska was in no hurry. He walted and welghed
hls options. The Panthers, too, had called the very
day the Glants released him.

IN NOVEMBER, Wiska made his chofce. He
aigned a two-year contract with the Panthers and
braced himself for anotber setback. A tackle at
MSU, the Glants used hlm at both tackle and guard.
It would be different with Michigan.

“When I came (o the Panthers they had four good
tackles: (Chris) Godfrey, (Ken) Dalliffor, (Tony)
Osbun and (Ray) Pinney,"” sald Wiska, So he became
a backup to guards Pinney, who switched after an
injury to Thom Dorabrock, and Tyrone McGrift,

An injury to Pinney put Wiaka into the starting

seazon. He has aince played part-time — 20 plays
against Houston but sparingly agalnst San Antonio
— usually oo special teams or In short-yardage
sltuations. .
NOT STARTING docsn't botber Wiska. “The
thing is, this offensive line ks tha best In the USFL,"”
be explalned. “I woald feel bad if our offensiva line

1f Wisks's scarch for football success has Jod him

oot only playing pro ball, but he's playing ft with @
hometown team. . . .

“I'm happy with my contract,” he said, “and 'm
cestatie 4o play lo my hometown, I'm conteat here,

Even a1 a back-up? .
“I'm a patient person,” he answeredl, “It doesn't

play. I put all tho pressure on myself,
“UTrm enough, they’ll find a place for me.”

- An athletic carcer Is tenuous at best, withy -
) setbacks 23 weak-wrmod

and slow-footes rocelvers. But for now, foc the
t and perhaps 2 small illos of the future, Jeft
laka can catch & brief glinspse of &

mrcogtras(—w{uuu. |

By Chris McCosky
staff writer

Sarah Basford, the third imdlng

of Mercy history,

* basketball carcer at the University of
Michigan. She has verbatly agreed to
a {full-ride basketball scholarship to
the university beginnlog next fall.

*I commltted last night* the at-
tractive and talented Baaford satd In
a phone Interview Tuesday. *'m real
excited about It, They sald I would
probably play polnt guard, but I'm
golng to have to produce. How much I
play depends on how good I do.”

Wolverine coach Glotia Soluk sald
she Bazford to step [n and
cootribule immediately,

“We won't recruit a player if we
don't think she can help us Immedi-
ately,” Sotuk sald. “We recrult on the
baals of that ptayer’s potential to play.
immedlately. We think Sarah will be
a great player for us.”

> The Univeralty of Michigan wom-
en's basketball program has heen
beset with problems in recent years.
Last year the team flnlshed with a 4-
26 record. But, nelther Basford nor
Soluk 13 worricd about the team’s hls-
tory. Both sce a bright future for the
Wolves,

“I know a lat of people are saying
Lhe program fs a loser, but I don't feel
that way. They have gotten a lot of
good recrults. They should be much
improved next year. I'm real happy. 1
knew M I went far away I'd get
homeslck, And you can't beat the edu-
catlon I'll get,” she said.

AMONG THE recrults Basford

Player of Year, Kelly Benitelli,
D all-stater Shawn Brow, and one of
the top women players out of Indlana.

Do question,” Seluk sald. *But, the Blg
10 18 a tough conference. Wo are
starting to put zome money Into our
program now, as is evidenced by our

spoke -of were the stale of Ohlo's

“We had a terrible season last year,’

L B - . t
4know a lot of paople- !
arosaying the program .
Is a logar, but 1 don’t.
feel that way. They
havegottenalotef -
- goodtecruite. They .-
. should be much” :
| improved nextyear,
- I'mreal 1B

excellent recrulting year, and really,
our futuro is bright, I think we are
about three years away right Bow.”

Basford, ap All-Area and all-state
performer last season, was one of the
most t-alter senfor players in
the state, gettlng offers from more
than 100" schools. Sae Harrowed the
field to eight: Michigan, Boston,
Georgetown, Kansas,
Misso

gan, She visited the flrat five before
choosing U-M.

At Mercy, Basford plaged on state
cit

p Y

Catholic League champlonship and
three Central Divislon champlonshlp
- teame, She zcored 734 points (3rd best
all-time), dished out 189 assists (3rd
best), made 120 steals (7th best) and
pulted down 251 rebounds from her
guard position. .

She was one of many cutstanding
players produced by coach Larry
Baker at Mercy,

Basford possesses a pleture-perfect
Jjump: shot and was as graceful a play-
er a3 Mercy ever produced, As Baker
sald, she was a winner. Basford is the
second Mercy standont to attend U-M.
Diane Pietz just finisbed up ker suc-
cessful. .four-year . stint - with the
Wolves last scason. .

ford 1s expected to sign an offl-
clal letter-of-fntent April 11, -

Sarah Baosterd,

e
loading acoror.’hn verbally agreod to a

asford tak‘esfuii-re to U ]

it L Ak

Sy's hiid aii-timo

Univara

fuii-ride basketbali echolerahlp to hs

bt i
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On your mark

Runners ready for
big seasons in 1984

By Rich Bwenecon
staff writer -

ARMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL

. has a tradition of producing
fine track and fleld teams, and

this year should be no excep-

Hon.

Last year, the Falcons won the West-
ern Lakes Activities Assoclation Lakes
Divislon. They are to be
strong again this season, despite loslng
a number of last year's stars to gradua-

on,

Gone from last year's squad are Pete
Brown, league champ n the shot put
and dlscus; all-division high jumper
John Clapplson; dlvitlon . half-mile
champ Doug Jenkins and the school's
record holder o the low hurdles, Erik

Bnelynew stars have devoloped thls .
scason, and they are to keep
the Falcons In'the fight for the league
CTowWILL

“T see us contending for the division
champlonship agaln this scason,”
Farmington coach Dave Catherman
sald, “There are still a Jot of question
marks, but wa've had some very good
workouts and a lot of enthusiasm from
our kids,* . )

boys track

runners also should be contenters this |
season.

“Wo were very yoni:g and [ i
enced last year, But the mmlry
team bad an outstanding season, and
we expect our dlstance crew to do a

" very good job.”

Junlors Bruce Kerr and Daye Dunne-
back and sophomores Brian Lawton'
and Bruce Kraft head the distance
runners. Junlor Dwayne Kratt and sen-
lor newcomer Tim Carruthers lead the
half-milers, .

The sprint team has some top-notch
returnees from last year, but the Fal-

cons may have to find somo new faces -

If the team i3 to exce! In the sprints. .
“We have quality -but not quantity
this year.™ N

THOE FOUR BEST sprinters are
Imus, .jeniors Mike Forge and Brian
Looser and‘ sophomore Chrls

reaser,
Last season, Irmus, Forgs and Loceer -

combined to become division champl-
o3 in both the 440 and 330 relays.

THE FALCONS' this sea-
zon will be in the burdles, high jump
and long and middle distance races,
Catherman sald. : : )

Senlor Greg Coplal leads ine bum
dlers. Secord to Higiey In all the rank-
ings last year, ho should pick up the
slack left by Higley's graduation.
atron,

; should also do well in
the pole vault, Senior Jeff Lawion and
Jonlor Dan Clappison, who both placed
in the division last scagon, pace the
Falcon’s attack. Catherman beleves
both will clear 12 feet this year,

gton

FARMINGTON HARRISON
The Hawla may well bo the most im- *

.. proved team in the WLAA thls senson,

After twa. seasors at the bottom of
“ Pitase tum 10 Page 2
4

invest in CATS.and

double your
7 years, triple it

Pius AAA quality.

CATS (Cenilic}xtes of Accrual on Treasury Securities) multiply your money atan

assured rate. You know today what your inve:

maturity. - -

CATS represent ownership of interest and principal payments of United
States Treasury noles or bonds, which are direct AAA obligations of the United
States of America. Since there is no need to reinvest interest paymenls, CATS

yield-to-maturity is guaranteed.

WHAT CATS CAN DO FOR YOU

. -Amountot Amaunt pakd Yieldto &
lnvml & Maturity -
$4725 * 1990-310.000 5%
$3000 1994-310,000. | "% ’

. $1020 2004-'510.009' R X > T

Uso Your IRA to Invest in CATS, CATS are pai

. Pension Plans and other tax-deferred investments.

CATS are availahle in $1,000 maturity units and usually in
maturities of from one to twenty years. The prices and yields

shown are subject to change.

representative today.

For mord information on CATS, contact a Kidder, Peabody E . I .
‘e

“Trademark of Salomon Brothers Ine - fTradmrl‘( of Kidder, Poabody & Co. Ii\eorponlet".

yin

in 10 years.

stment will be worth at the time of

Liquidity There is an aclive
secqndary market for CATS, so
you can sell before maturity,
without penalty, if you wish.
Prices, of course, will depend .
largely on the then prevailing . - .
levelof interestrates. .~ . |

nicularly suitable for IRAs;Kepghs,,

72s
) ~

2.1, ' ] ] - s 1v‘.
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