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WLAA race to
go down to wire

Today marks the officlal start of the
1984 high schoo) baseball season. To
honer the occaslon, the Observer 3ports
staff has put together a brief composite
of area teams, Batter up!

LIVONIA BENTLEY

® Hoad cosch: Marty Kiozik, 20th yoar,
® Last yoar's ovorall rocord; 9-15.

® Losses fo graduation: Dan Rathwod, A¥-
Loagua sacond base. Jum LaSoln, center fokt;
Gary McSwoonoy, DH; Jim Prokes, Mask Ziomek
804 John Wellams, pitchers; John Stezickl, ahort-
810p; Brian Brickan and Gary Hiton, outiok.

® Leading roturneos: John Waich, A¥-Loa
sonior catchor; Pat Schooidar, shortstop/piicher
Bilan Toovahan, Ihird baze/plicher; Davo Jenn
inga. cafchor/outfield: Larry Barbarch, fist basa/
oulifiedd (af lattormeny .

® Promising newcomers: Scott McDonald,
1hid baze; Stove LaFava, pitchor/frst base; Dave

inlvg 30cond baso; P

® Klozlk's’'84 axpectations: *! wish | could eay
whero we s1and ot this Ilma. I've boen Irylng out
many combinationa.” N

LIVONIA CHURCHILL

® Head coach: Horb Osferland, fith yoar.
@ Tities won fast soason: Livorda Clty Tourmas

mant.

® Lastyssr's overal record: 7-12.

® Lowsss 1o graduation: Keith Kiucavak, piich-

@ Loaging rotumoon: Bob Fout, sankor short-

i, .300;
.316; Matl Cross, conlor second basoman, ,255;
Chas Somix, sonior plichor.

 Promising ewcomens: John Stoiteladts, Jun-
ot prchat; Scolt Mo, hunior outfiolder. *

# Ostortand's ‘04 expoctations: “We're going
10 00 the bast we can It the foguiss o
son and conlorence play and try 10 Sofend the City
titlo. Our attength 18 thal we have team balance =—
12 cenlors — and dopth. Wa need piiching dopth.*

LIVONIA STEVENSON

® Hoad coach: JSim George, tocond yoar.

@ Titios woni tasl season: Lakos Divizion co-
champs (with Plymouth Galom), 0-4 conferonco
tocord.

® Last ysor's ovecall rocord: 10-9.

@ (03301 10 graduation: Gix starters Mckiding
Ab-Area pilcher Don McGintay (S-1 rocord) and
AN-Areq socond basoman Geolt Mider (327 aver
aga).

® teading roturnocs: fick Aozman, saoior Alte
Lakos pitcher {4-1 cocord): Dan Glimartia, panios
fust baseman; B) Ule. tonkor Cantor foider; Paul
Grezser, senlor outficider: Brad McLiv, sonior out-
fioider.

® Promising newcomons: Brian Portor, sonior
Pitchoc (hurt & last season); Brian Cox, junior

baseball

catchor; Jolt Glxon, eonior infloldor/pilcher; Chs
Tonci, aophomara catchot /knflokler; Tom Muodor,
Junkor Wnfielder; Tom AvoBo, Junor
McLindon, Jukor pitcher,

@ George's ‘84 expoctations: “We have tpring
fevee Ko ol olhoe basebal toams this timo of yoor
2nd wo ool we can Contond Jor 1ho I1tio i1 what has
become a great bassball contecence.
team with better than
Avoraga epsed 8nd no woak £0018 n the ineup, Wa
wil O B3 for a3 cur Pitching takes us. We have
80ma good Banks leadorship and our team altitude

1 excefiont.
“We nood fo tit much bellor than last yesr. Thiy
Wil bo a big quoslion mark,

. PLYMOUTH CANTON

* Hoad coach: Fred Cil /. 10 yoars.

® Titlos won 1a3t yoar: mmukmuw\hs
Aszociation, Wostern Divislon.

® Lastysar's ovecall racord: 177

@ Lotses to graduslion: Bryan Capnorwrat,
Don Dombey, Mike Baitagla, Marty McCanihy,
Miks Ecarpodo. -

nwoomers: Mark Kinsal, senior

basoman; Jolf Wittner, bonlor third base-
man; Danay Martio, sonor outfleidor; Mike Clark,
Junlor transtoe fiom Cathofic Central; Duane Don-
o, junior dnfeider; Jatt Aummel, Junior outhelcer,

® Cdssey's ‘84 expectalions: “This i a good
proup of kids. They piaysd Gonnia
ummor

[
“Ths degroe of thok dedication and commitment
Wil dolormine the success of thia ciub,

PLYMOUTH SALEM

® Hoed coach: John Qraven, st yoa, replac-
g Biian Gios,

@ Titles won lasi yoer: state Clasa A district
and roplonal tha

k)

# Promiaing nowcomers:
pitchet-ahorltop; Paut Makare, sophamare shorte
otop. :

Please tum to Page 2

NSL battle may pit
Raiders — Panthers

“The 1984 high school bascbal] scason
beglns Its flrst week today, Here's a
-composite look at the Northwest Subur-
ban League,

GARDEN CITY

@ Hoad coach: Sob Dropp. 191h yoar, 251144
carees tocord,

® Tllles won fast yoar: Northwes! Guburban
League and Clasa A distiic.

# Lostysar's ovocall cecord: 10-0,

- ® 103303 to Qracustion: 13 senion Including
At-Aroa pitchor Jos Taruskavage {now at Univors-
ty ol Dotroiy,

® Loading returnecs: Ak-Atea shortstop Paul
Kiol who batled .403 with 31 his iast ysar; Grian
Forenca. \hd bass; Bob Ference, second base;
John Banclc, calcher. .

® Promising newcomars: Mie Roif,: Todd

.. ® Last your's ovecall record: 147,

" @ Lotsen 1o gractuation: Ed Dumas &nd Bob
DBruce. pitchors; Jet Vaidaz, shortalop; Steve Sor-
seon, fiest base; Bob Foly, outfield. .

@ Loading retumees; Bob Rousseau, sensor
Catcher, firal-Isam; AB-HSL and second-tsem Al
Aroa, batted 304 and team MVP; David Krets,
pitchor, 5-1 socord nd 308 averngo; Greg Somer.
Wi, pltcher/outfioid; Bilan McGeath, Ihwd dase:
Jobn Bicharz, fvs1 basa/pitcher; Tim Ooarco,

Iaing nawcomers: Joft Carnahan and
Grog Goorge, pichers; Sam Amato, Tom Debarco
and Rich Perito, outheld; Bruce Marsaloss, Dave
Qziobak and Drian Wolkowskt, infiokd; Grag Phllpe,
catchor,

~ @ Majeski's ‘84 outiook: *Hl thoukd be a wide
open league 1808 and wo ehoud Rave a good Ni-
fing chib with power. Our weaknots Is. pitching

Septh.” :

" ® Proml

ot,let’s pi

ay bal

Will North rule

city in softball?

By Chris McCosky
slalt writor

FTER SUFFERING through nu-
merous seasons as the North-
west Suburban League's girls
softball cellar-dweller, it may

be tlme for North Fi to clear

IR

sofiball

off 0 spot In its crowded trophy case,

The 1984 Ralder contingent appears
primed ta bring home another tltle.

North fInished second Ln tha NSL last
scason’ with a 7-3 record, 12-7 averall,
Seven starters from last year's team,
includlng two..400 hitters and two .300
hitters, are back to form a powerful ou-
clcus] for' third-year coach Dennls

el

“Our streogths are golng to moat
Likely be our hitting and our defense,”
Mikel sald. “Anyiime you can return
seven plagers with experience, you are
golng to field a pretty solid defensive
team. These kids really know the game,
They play smart.' It's easy for me to
make adjustments,*

Amy Austin, o three-sport standout,
is the team's catalyst. She hit 444 as o
Junlor last season and Is a slick-flelding
shortstop. She was named flrst téam
all-NSL last year.

“Any time you have a player of
Amy's abillty you have a lot of reason
to be optimistic,” Mike] safd,

MIKEL ALSQ has three second-team
all-leaguers returning: junlor catcher
Patll Kozicki, senlor third
Michelle Rosen and junior pitcher Suz-

- ette Green!

Kozleki, a solid defensive cateher, hit
260 Tt LML Du32S, G 5 ioril's tep-.
hitters, alugged at a .400 cllp last year,

Mikel is anticipating big things from
Greenberg.

“She has worked cxtremely hard
over the summer. She practiced with
Farmington Harr{son coach John Herr-
Ington (who Is an outstanding {ast-piteh
softball player) all summer, and she
has looked real sharp. I think she's
golng to have a great season,” Mikel
sald.

Grecnberg was 7.5 with 2 3.21 ERA
last season, .

Other returning starters for the
Ralders are senfor first baseman Linda
Rennard, junlor cutfielder Doana Koo -
Jarevich and senior outfielder Tracey
Toccallno, Rennard and Konjarevich
hit better than .300 last season,

“About (he only spots Jeft to fII} are *
second base (a vold left by the gradua-
tioz of Margle Lee) and one outfield
spol (a vold left by the graduation of

" Sue Culver),” Mikel sald.

Mikel sald there were twa or three
Junlors -vying for the outfleld spot
Sophomore Libby Shaw and funlor Ali-
22 Mummert are dofng battle for the
second-base position.

Mi t and ¢ Mo

‘Anytime you can
return geven players
with experienco, you
are going to field a
pretty solid defensive
team. These kids roally
know the game. They
play smart. It's eagy for
me to make )
adjugtments.”

~— Dennls Kikot .

North coach

Others cxpected to contribute in-
clude: funfors Alyse Forfune (oatfield)
and Jenny Wischmeyer (plicher-out-
ficld-firat base), and sophomores Cathy
Fl third and Lisa

ear (| } Edwardy
{pltcher-first basej, i

‘There Is a big battle going on for th?
catching job. Kelly Devine and fresh.
;\anh«ky Phillp are vying for the pa- " -

on, . . N

Sophomores Terry Harriwoan m:d
ula’Antashian will s2e action ln the
outfleld. -

“I hope we will be a good defensive
team,” Roy sald. “Our pltching fs sus-
peet. We have no expericnce cxcept for
Jill (Waterman). We have -some good
speed In the outfleld, but our hittng
and pitching are questlonable, We may
take some jumps,” .

FARMINGTON HARRISON

Look for the Hawks to improve on
thelr $-15 record from a year ago.
Coach Mike Teachman docs. :

But, as to how much the team Im-
proves — well, that depends on scveral
factors.

Harrison looks solid throughout the
middle of its lineup. Senlor third basa-
man Karen Sklar is back ‘after hitting -
+346 and knocking In 18 runs last zog.
200, baseman Teena Hicks. a 318
slugger last year, is also back. Add seo-
foryshortstop Deannte Kool (-270) and
scalor captaln Laurie Ambross {239)°
and you've got a nice three-four-flye-
slx combination. °

The rest of the spots aro open And

Paradls may also see¢ some duty on the
mound. .

- Mikel 130t afraid to admit that this

- may be a title season for his ball club.

“We are deflnltely looking at it,* he
sald. "We were socond last year
with seven people back, we certalnly
have sct that (tleague title) as one of our
goals.*

‘peoplo to hit ground balls,
[

pliching and
catching. .

Teachman s counting heavily. on tho
arm of senlor Michelle Vogl. Teena
Vogl was 2.7 last year, but she sported
a {lno 2.63 ERA. N I

“If she can get the ball over, and got
we can b
K,” Teachman 3ald. “Wo will have to

. . work bard-on our fielding to compli-
sk wwenass  |GOaches can ease eamoroy o B e o
s ' * Head :: Norm Hosnea, 101h yees, . ‘ Stoh K balls”
by 2 o Cos v s ey § LT e . P Cotete Cashin & oo has e 1
your for i are L) n . . o 3 a .
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