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The Greater Detrolt Metropolitan Area
has experienced four recessions In the past
13 years. Recession has contributed to dete.
rloration of its manufacturing base and high
unemployment. .

It nlso has created some problems unlque
1o Detroit — of its

As more arid more sections of the system
bocame operational, a number of perma-
nent Jobs would be created. There would be

" need for about 2,000 more drivers, mainte-

nance personnel, meckenics and other indj.

viduals Involved in systems operatlon.

mlAl more dollars are pumped Into the lo-
th

and withdrawal of Its major retallers,
‘There are a varlety of approaches the re-
glon might pursue in its effort to reinvigo-
rate the local economy and diversify ils
cs3 ~— more Intensive develop-
ment of its tourism and convention opportu-
nitles, creation of a high-density office, ser-
vice and speclalty retail center which would
attract customers from all parts of the
alate, and diversification of manufacturing
enterprises which could benefit from the
advantages of close proximity to a shipping
(clem.er are but a few of the many possibill-
es, : .

R of the app the
{y selects, there is one primary element
which [a central to the auccess of whatever
development option is chosen — a compre-
hensive, reglonal public-transit system
which unites the major actlvity centers and
which assists the flow of people from thelr -
bomes to employment, educational, public
service and recreational facillties,

Although not guaranteelng success in and
of lizelf, no cconomic revitatlzation plan
can be achleved without an efflcient, com- .
prehensive public-transit system.

THE DETROIT area Is characterized by
o wide dispersion of buslness-nctivity cen-
tera. Residential and business development
has occurred over a wide geographical area
rather than being concentrated around a
core activity center (traditlonally the down-
town area or “central” buslness district,

One eonsequence of & comparatively low
denslty of development is Increased depend-
ence upon privale means of transportation.
Individuals who do not have use of a private
vehicle are effectively barred from any of
the area’s buslness-acilvily centers,

The transportation system, as currently
conflgured, focuses on the downtown De-
troit business center. Movement between
Suburban actlvity centors using public
transit is timc-consuming and difficult i
not Impossible.

‘This impedes addltlonal suburban devel-
opment and restricts the employment, edu-
catlonal, cultural and recreational epportu-
nitles of individuals whose mobllity 1s
determined primarily by the location and
hours of aperation of public-transit routes.

CONSTRUCTION OF a comprehensive
transit system scrves a dual p — im-
proved moblllty and economic develop-

nt. .

other will bo In-
duced to hire over 3,200 more employees in
arder to keep pace with this higher level of
demand, It would result In a permanent em.

jerease of 5,200
Jobs compared to the number of jobs creat:
ed by maintaining the current transit Bys-
tem, .

BECAUSE 80 percent of the capital con-

" struction costs aro financed by the federal

Urban Mass Transportation Administration,
the vast majority of Inltial ditures
would represent an {nfusion of money Into

the region rather than merely a redistribu- °
Fesources,

tion of existing community
For a 20-percent match worth approxi-
mately $472 mllljon, the Detroit metropoli-
tan area would be able to tap a total of
$2.362 blllion n;r development of public in-
job

an,

By leveraglog Its investment [n this man-
ner, the region will be able to realize a high-
er return In public transit than In any other

currently
to it, The assoclated development,.employ-
ment, sales add Increased tax revenve will
provide 11.2 times the state and Jocal in-
veatment ($5.310 billfen), X

CONSTRUCTION of the two lght-rail
corridors along Woodward and Gratlot ave-
nues representy a major fixed investment In
publie-transit

'
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FOR LEASE - RETAIL

Quality Monswear Store
READY TO GO
4000 sq. fi.
Boautiful fixtures

) Orchard Mall
West Bloomfield

Marvelous opportunity
for the “Right’ Tenant

Contact

Arthur Sills - 354-0030

.. And start enjo
" extraordina :
.. Pick-up and Delivery Plan.

.+ Wouldn't you rather have your Mercedes-Benz
" collected from and deltvered to you,

‘along the various transit routes are rela-

rial highways connecting Detrolt 1o the sub-
urbs ind the gubur .

tively more p ble'in areas adfo a
light-rall corridor, By effectively guaran-
{eelng minimum levels of pedestrizn traffle
at translt centers and along the ral) corri-
dors, property values shonld riss, and busi.
nesses should be more willing to commit to

the long-term investments. An equivalent

level of bus service would be Incapable of
attracting comparable amouats of business
actlvity. | .

When the cotire system becomes opera-
tlonal the seven-county reglon could realize
$51 milllon per year over current revenue
Ievels, Revenue from copstructlon expendi-
ture would provide 2n additional $235.2 mil-
Hon over a 14-year period.

PUBLIC IMAGE [s an issuo which s
closely related to but distinet from that of
economic development.

* The presence or absence of & modern
light-ral) transit system can convey to busi-
ness interests far more quickly and accu-
rately thar other types of loformation the
degree of communtty involvement, the splr-
it of cooperation and the quality of commu.
nlcalion among the reglon's residential,
business and government leaders.

If the greater Detrolt area Is to be a via-
ble competitor with other major metropoli-
tan' areas for new business opportunities, it
must avald. sendlng an image of divided
leadership, Ind and

A SAFE, FAST and convenlent public-
transit system offers an acceptable alterna-
tive to private models of transpertation,

Because a light-rall system provides fust-
er, more convenicnt service than bus ser-
vice, implementatlon of obe or more rail
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when it needs routine servicing?
People who say I Wood!" do.
Every owner of a Wood Motors
. Mercedes-Benzis automatically
i enrolled in our Pick-Up and Delivery
Service. .

When your Mercedes-Benz is
scheduled for servicing, we will collect. -
1t from you, at your residence or office.

- .-And we will deliver it to your door, when

- the service Is complete. : T

We offer you this service no matter where

+ i In the metropolitan area you reside.

« ¢+ Call us today. if your Wood Motors
Mercedes-Benz {s'scheduled for ' I
maintenance attention. Or if you wish to” A

- purchase a Mercedes-Benz that carries’ R
this extraordinary benefit.’ !

We're giving you 100%.

“I'm not beautiful
anymore”

'BE BEAUTIFUL
AGAIN & SAVEIL




