By Kathy Parrish
statf writor

Children's Viilago and the state don't al-
Ways agree. .

But this year, the Oakland County Licllity
{or troubled children eanily passed its Mich-
{gan Depariment of Soclal Services
:nspecuon. And both aides are bappy about ..

ry >

In a report 1o the county’s Health and
Human Resources Committee; Children's
Village Supcrlg!nndcnl Kay Karla sald the
annual Wi joat

~ Thumbsup
State OKs Children’s Village

ghue“dkeetar. addlng that sulcide is a possl-
y. .

Bee 1aid thero often are dlsagreements
between the licensing agency and those who
recelvo lcenses. :

But both DSS and Children's Village have
dedicated themselves to working out thelr
probléms, i

“We've seen significant progress with the
Oakland County Juvenile Court and their
Children’s Village program In the past few
months,” be sald, -

*They've responded very favorably to our.

a3 Alm
all the violations noted during a Jan. 23-
Feb. 2 Inspection have already been taken

cargof, :

“I'm personally very proud. This bas tak-
en a lot of dedlcation by our, staff,” she told
tho group.

DSS consultant Mickael Lynch, whose re-
port was bls second on Chlldren's Village,
agreed progress has been made.

“We bave moved a long way,” sald
Lynch, confirming that the ftndings of bis
“:;:ry thorough” investigation were favor-
able, N

““The admlnlstration at Children's Village
has been very cooperative. The agency has
come a long way, and I'm really pleased.”

Wa seo them In a posl-
ton of taking immedlate,

timely, respon-
stve actlons with problems brought to thely
attention.” :

SUPERINTENDENT Karla sald the an-
nual evaluation cited violations in three
areas — housing, persounel and care of
chlldren. -

‘The 31 housing problems included door
closers, burned out exit signs and TV wiring
problems.

All but flve have not been completed, but
work orders have been submitted for them,

Much of the facility’s
problem s due to a .
change in'the type.of
-ehildren now being N
‘referred to '
Children's Village.

The majorily are
emotionally

disturbed and .
present behavioral/
attitudinal problems
which are difficult to
work with on a dally

basis, . :

chlldrea’ we're getting have very severe
emotional problems.” )

Oakland County Juvenile Court b in the
process of tranaferring three staff members
to Childrea’s Village Ia order to provide ad-

grill work in-gome bulldings was pot in
“good condition"” and poses danger to youth
and staff, The grill work ia belng replaced
by

FIVE YEARS AGO, at Chl-
dren's Village almost resulied in o provi-
aional Ucense insfead of a regular one, The
altuation led to & serles of meetlngs be-
tween DSS and the Probate Court personne)
who administer the facllity,

- “We had received a number of llcensing
complalnts and were moving in the direc-
tlon of a provisional llcense,” said Bob Bee,
director of DSS’s Division of Chlld Welfare
Llcensing,

The division works with public and pri-
vale child care Institutions and child plae-
Ing agencles. Amiong lts concerns are day
care centers, summer. camps and foster
homes. :

Bee sald programs like Chlldren's Village
which lock up some youngsters preseat a
-special risk. And they need very careful
monitoring. .

“Locking up children with problems In
and of itself can‘be a problem,” explalned

. . Journalist-lecturer Edward Roeder will
talk about polltical action and

In the area of personnel, the report
showed that there is not adequate ataff on
all shifts to cover all the floors. Karla ex-
plained that there are four vacaneles, and
that it fs difficult to find people who want to
work during the night.

“We're trylng bard, but we do not bave
‘adequate staff yet. We foed two addltional
people,” she sald.

On “care of chlldren” the report cited
problems in the arca of control but not dis-
cipline.

The superintendent sald much of the
problem is due to a change in the type of
children now belng referred to Chlldren's
Vlllage. The majority are emotionally dis-
turbed and present behavioral/attitudinal
problems which are difflcult to work with
on a dally basls, she explalncd. f

“The population is running high, and th
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the U.S. system of campalgn {lnance during

& free publle lecture at 7:30 p.m. Wednes-

day in the Onkland Intermedlate School Dis-

trict (ISD) audltorfum, 2100 Ponttac Lake at
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Hls serics of reports the 'wh!u:

ditional for the For
the first time, there will be a counselor for
each bullding on the Pontlac campus,

Karla explained that her staff is also
evaluating contro] measures used, their ef-
fectiveness and other methods that could be
substituted,

After hearing the report, several com-
missionera applauded the work done by the
facllity staff,

“I think you are to be commended for
such fast work,” said Commlssloner Roy
Rewald, R-Avon Township.

Oakland County Probate Court Adminls-
trator Barbara Consllio also was pleased
with the fIndlings.

“We've made a Jot more beadway In
working with DSS. And it has ended vp In
more favorable findings,” she sald, credlt-
lns{nlsa hard work by the Childeen's Village
staff,

“It’s been a long hard haul.”

tor In the Senate's 'rejccuon of Carswell's *
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