Alcohol
prowl th

ET‘S KIND ‘OF like golng flshlng, To get the

best results you have to know where the best
lu.h!nx holes are, And you have to be pa-

. Oak!and County Deputy Sherlff Bruce Pearson
was talking about fishing for drunk drivers.

¢ The Eccentric rode along with Pearson last Fri-
day nlght and early Saturday morning as he and
other members of the aleohol enforcement team
zerocd in on the roadways of Beverly Hills, Frank-
:!LLn BLna,hAm Farms, Southfleld and uu:rnp Vll-

ge.

- Those communitles make up what's labeled Scc
tion 10 on the map that divides the county into 11
alcohol enforcement areas, Making vp the team

Slast weekend were two Qakland Caunty Sherlils
—cnrs, and several assigned ears from the communl-
“ty police departments in District 10,

All assigned offlcers were armed witha Pmllml-

nary Breath Tester (PBT), an instrument the slze of
a pocket calculator used by officers In the fleld to
give a quick, preliminary reading'to determine the
blood aleohol content of a motorist tuspvctcd of
driving drunk.

INSTALLED IN onc of the county cars is a
Breathalyzer, the device used

to determine the blood alcohol content of persons
arrested for drunk driving. The reading from the
Breathalyzer, run by a certlfled operator, Ls admit-
ted as evidence in court,

Back at the various police departments, booking~
offlcers and bolding cells were awalting those ar-
rested. At the Southfield department, there's anoth.
er Breathalyzer and certified operator wallh:g t0

ot ¢ tests,

- Bﬂeﬂng far the offleers nvolved wan at ll pi’n

SFriday at the Southfleld Pollce Department. Re-

flectorized aleoho) enforcement team logos were
placed on the pollee cara,

Then the team went to work.

, Pearson was anxious to get golng. His co-workers
rclatm ho bolds the unofflelal record for nnhhing
rand arresting suspected drunk drivers.

. Pearon says he doesn't xeep track m:mu But
'Depuly Lewis Tyler does |

| YBRUCE 1S wag out sera ahead of mrynln

yelse,” sald Tyler, Prior to last Friday night !’umn 4

-ua an'unbroken string of 28 drunk driving
forcem

¢ Pearsor; a resident of Kochatu;vnrh v p.m ur'

'5 a.m. on the roads of Qakland County four dayd a
‘week and spends countless hours in court testifying
+on those cases.

\ Pcarson and 'lyler, like many speclally tnln
.poueo officers in Oakland communitles, are dedi-
ycated to clearing drunk drivers from the roadways.

' Arrestlng suspecied drunk drivers has always
bcﬂx part of a pollee officers job. Now, armed with

{new laws, new testing equipment, specialized train-

¢ing, higher flncs and a major national focus on the

+ problem, it has become a crusade.

:
+ PEARSON 18 consldered a specialist. He's been
s working primarily on alcohol enforcement for five
+ years. He often Jolns the enforcement teams that go
+into each county district an average of two nights a
. + month. The peak nights for drunk drivers, the bours
. I

1 Oakland County Doputy Sruce Panmn,

Members of the alco-

ol enforcoment
eam on ‘a stop” in’
suthfiotd cnr!y 8at-
urdmy morning pro=
toss & suspected -
yirunk driver. -
Loy

)

}— at least ono for every night’ ‘mﬂng lll:ohol en-
eat. .

A of driving undor
tho influonce of alcoho) agrees to blow
into tho preliminary breath testar. in this
instance, the man is cleared by the toat,
and the special locations are Indenttfled by tho data
system of the Tralflc Improvement Association
(TIA) of Qakland County, co-sponsor of the county-

wide project.

Asked If h¢ thought he'd maintain his record by
making a drunk driving arrest Friday night, Pear-
son Indicated he probably would. “We may not find
ono this early,” he sald, “but there's a 99 percent
r.imw.c we'll get one nﬂer 2 am. when the bars
close.

“THE -REAL DRUNK ones are easy to spot,
they’re all over the road,”-
Pearson continued ¢o talk as be drove up and

down Telegraph, back and forth across 12 and 18 -

:ﬂi dnwn Evergreen. ov:r 10 Mlle and up Groen-:
lulhamwﬁbn

i ;
. Menm(halyuz)uu mhn%ﬂm-m:oﬂlmnm

-spat and tne ones who do a lot ‘of damage to oth-
ers." (Under Michlgan law a motorist whose blood -
aleohol content registers .08 and .09 ia considercd

impaired. Those .10 or nbovam canslacrcd luloxl-
cated.)

Pearson pulled in behlnd sevrzral cars uwppcd for
a light. You get in with n pack like this, and If
there's a drunk [n the bunch, usually the sober ones
will plck him out for you by kind of keeping away
from him.

“THE FUNCTIONAL drurks out there can fool a
lot of people. But you watch thelr lane usags. Yeu
have to look hard, but then you can see them drift
in the lane. When you get up near them, you can sce
their front wheels jerking. They're always correct-
ing."

loﬁ, brings hla prisoner o the car with the
|

i . Ploasoturn to Pago 8
i

aklund t:nuniy Doputy Bhorm towis 'I'yhr [ mln!a«
‘ters tho Breathalyzer test to @ man just arrested on o
chnwo of drunk driving. Ho's already falled the prelimi-

- pertable Imu!hnlyxor, 80 lhnl Dupuly
Tyler can adminlator the toat.

summeﬂ Absolulelyl

Fdidane; Twelve OGks
and Ann Arbor. Sorry,
no DhOﬂO ordsts.

" Wear blackin' the /

L
m\mw RV IR ph:xc;m;vhui
Tho test |l being sdministerea witha <
.porlablie unit instatied in the policacar, :




