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In clvlllan life they are known as Bob
Boschma, Farmington Hills zoning in-
speetor, and Weadall Ilurst, pilot for
Northwest Orlent Alrlines and Farm-
“ngton Hilla resident.

But on weekends and wecknights
they Uterally change unlforms and be-
come part of the U.S. Alr Force Re-
serve a8 loadmaster Robert Boschma
and Lt. Col, Wendall Hurst.

Recently we spent a day with the two

Bob Bozc

hma (foft) and crewmate David Lee a:

:)’111 a melllc:nl u-nhlxllng misslon 10 see if
at magle of military flying tu-
ated In movies such as ?";\‘:'P:lvc
0'Clock High” and eountless other fly-
ing movles still holds true.

While civillan alrllacrs have become
commonplace, many of us are stlil
tempted to stop and gaze at a military
alreraft trudglng through the sky , pro-
pellers churning, englnes roaring. For &
moment,the scene brings relicf from
our everyday humdrum existence and
recharges our sense of adventure,

As we Jolted and jostled through the

te  prepara the cargo for fight end
losdmastors aboard the C-130. Thalr fob Is to - load Is parachuted aafely to the ground.

fe

alr on the C-13¢ transport over Michl-
gan's thumb area, my mind drifted to.
other days and other times.

“C-130 goln' down the strlp . . . 1
wanna be an alrborne ranger. I wanna .
llve a life of danger.”

So the song went which, for a genera-
tion of GIs, immortallzed and remantt-
cized a bulky, 81,000-pound transport
?immh which only a mother could
ove.

But instead of just Its mother’s love
— in this case the Lockbeed Corpora-

« tion which manufactures the craft —

while flying above tho tandscape of Michigan's thumb., B

'20,000-pound vehicles.

the versatile C-130 has become the ob-
Ject of affection fbr hundreds of thau-
sands of armed forces personnel gy
well as elvitlans,
Its malden voyage was in August
1854, -
Although the antitheals of the slecker
and much faster Jet passenger planes
of today, the C-130 has a loyal follow-
Ing of its own, Books kave been written

about it, songs composed and fan c!ul?giv

formed.

The 95-foot-long gargantuan, wllh‘lb'u 11
132-foot wingspan, has indeed bwmi ', ous grin.
nnel !

a famlliar scene to military perso:

and clvitlaps, alike in ts 30-year histo.
ry. Capable of hauling more .than"
35,000 pounds, it can drop cargo loads ~
ranging from 500-pound

Bxcause of its versatility, the afr
crait has been n.m‘iiln counﬂeg&'nu‘-
gepey rescuo and supply, ons
throughout the world, xpe«hng food,
clothing, shelter, déctors, purses and
medical supplies in and moving victims
out. .

‘With moro than 50 versions In exis-
tence, the alreraft has been used for

weather reconnalssance, guonahlp, |

search and rescuc and as an t re.
fuellng tanker,

Knowing the craf’s capabilities
more than most are the men of the
927th Tactical Airlift Command, 63rd

packsges to "
. Boschma, .

5 themselves the “Mutt “and

 fitlently as the transport

thelr duty with the US, Alr Forco Re-
serve.

OUR DAY'S ACTIVITIES with the 6-
man crew would include two “drops"
— one of which would conslst of rigg-
ing 3,500 pounds of rallroad ties and
propelling it over a serles of rmetal
rollers out the back aide of the aireraft
with the ald of 17,000 pounds of pull
provided by a small parachute.

*'Sot like a train golng out the
back,” sald Boschma with a mischevi-

‘The ten-year reserve veteran teams
‘with fellow éfewmember David Lee to
rig the lg:. lneorfectm rigging m.ullrd
-£ause a bangup endangéring the afr-
‘eraft and the lives of all ahoard, uld_

"Jetf” team, the two work coolly and cf-
chugs through

the air.

Shortly after takeoff, Boschma hand-
ed'mo safety instructions. “Tho poor
man's flight attendant,” 1 thought,
looking at the Instractions.

Although supplied with motion aick-
nesx pllls, T was kit with the “elevator*
effect. With as much nonchalance as
possible, I looked around for tha alr
glck ‘bags. Tho safety Instructions
noted, the user of same bag would bo b

‘Tactical Alrlift

supply tho “Herk” out of dg:
Alr Natlonal Guard Base as part.of

who fly and
thi

' 7 PlessstumtoPage 2

risfing doscribl

urst mon to

pra-flight.
ing conditions:
for g It from the ofthe cargodrop. . -
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make IM
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. . - Whon Boschma fon'l flylng b ; : i )
. *- works &t a zoning inspoctor for . Tho €130 Harcules woigho 61,000 end ¢ 13,000 horse power. The éfforaft hos & 132,
: thaclly of Farmington Hils. . . - the’ four prop Jet enginoe produce # tost of. | winganed end a6 fiv 300 mila-tertaa—




