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Violence isn’t pretty
but film is touching

“La Balanee" (R) 1z a hardnosed; no-nonsense, violéat cop zhow,
Its intensity and physical energy will hold your attcotion, revolt
you with its brutallty but touch you with an ynusual love 3

Everyone hus & sympathetic view toward law and order, at least
in tho abstract. Who wants his home burglarizod? To be attacked
tn the strects? No one, of course.

The pollce must keep thlags clean, and a cloea view of how that's
done, at least In Parls, 1s not a pretty plcture. One’s
approval of law and order turns, as we see how brutal the pollee
can become In dolng thelr job, c

As a matter of fact, the “herolne® and *hero” of "La Balance,” &
prostitute and her pimp, are sympathetic, even attractive charae.
ters. There are no imils to what they will do for ono another. The

police, who explolt that love, hardly earn our respect and good
will, even though they are doing thelr job.

THE PROSTITUTE, Nlcole (i Bayc), has the
to love a small-time, unemployed hoodlum, Dode (Ph.ulm Leo-
tard), who Is out of work because of an eariler fur-{n with the focal
underworld boss, Roger Massina (Maurice Ronet). ‘

By French law, Dede Is & pimp because bo lyves with a prosti-
tute, and off of her earnings, even though be fx tot out plmping for
ber in the usual sense.

In Paris, a speclal, ellte pollco force, the Territorial Brigades,
exists, The cops of “La Balance™ are members of the 13th Territo-
rial Brigade. They are young, full of bravado and humor, a venser
covering the great fear and danger in which they live. ]

They are out in the strects coping with drug dealers, thieves and
psychotic kilters. Much of thelr success comes from the use of
informers, “Ia balance” In underworld alang, Hierally that extra
edgo that tipa the balance. . S 4 . .

The {llm opens with the murder of Pattlo, tha brigade’s current
informer. Inspector Paloud (Richard Berry) needs & new *bal-
ance” and scttles on Dedo becauso of his contact with Mastina and
his vulnerablllty. . .

clers.
With Dede and Nicole ensnared, Inspector Palouxi casts his nét

Tbere you have all the lngtq!!s':u of tha classic defective
thriller, "La Balance® Is 80 well made that it will koep you on the
cdge of your seat, with its Intenalty and unnsual love story, effec-
tively prescnted with great texture and af e, . N

Palouzi Is only successtul becauss he s able to exploit the love
of Dede and Nicole, That he doea 20 with sxch graphic abuse hardly
earns him our sympathy, . .

The 1962 French film was written by Bob Swalm, an Amerlean
director working In France.' A huge success, "La Bal-
ance” won the French Qscar (Cesar) for best film, best actor and
best aciress, as well 2s T . .

The photography richly presents the seamy alde of Parts, with
an occasionat nlee view, images so well and densely composed that
the slum, underworld Hfo han g palpable phyaical presence.

what’s at the movies

e ]

AGAINST ALL ODDS (R}, Gangster story with Jeft Bridges and
Rachel Ward is odds-on leaer, ‘ . -

THE DRESSER (PG). Backstage in -traditionsl touring Shake
espearean stage cormpany. Year’s best film with Albert Fianey
and Tom Courtenay. - A

ENTRE NOUS (PG). Beat!fully photographed, well-acted story of
two women’s relationship, Dramatic credlbllity weak.

FOOTLOOSE (PG). Kevin Bacoa Las to dance but the small-town
minister (John Lithgow) won't let him, Guess who wing In this
stupld drama with eatertalning dance sequences.

GREVSTOKE: THE LEGEND OP TARZAN, LORD OF THE
APES (PG). Excellent, lavish eple tendition of E4gar Rico Bur-,
rough's classic with Sir Ralph Richardson., !

momnomm)m&sﬁmﬁmuwmm
tove with the one wotnan who lsn't & fan. . .

MOSCOW ON THE HUDSON (B). Robta Williams g touring Rus-
sian clreis who defocts in e .

POLICE ACADEMY (R). Stove Guitenberg and Kim Cattrall In
comedy about a Pollce Academy open to all applicants.

ROMANCING THE STONE (PG). Michael Douglas and Kathloen
Turner star in romantle comedy. . -

SPLASH (PG). New York bachelot in lova with a mermntd. Mildly .
mature Disney but lots of fun.

THE STONE BOY (P0). Academy-Award winser Robert Duvall
;urcin:wrynxAmeﬂmgmuyurnupnnbylmac;ecd-
ent . B

TERMS OF ENDEARMENT (PG). Stirley. MacLalno and Debra
W{ﬁger n:hx}ccmlully wring tears from thelr mother-daughter
relationshlp, - - [ M B

THAT SINEING FREUING (Po). Lifhtboarted story from diree.
-mqr"aggwnak;'«%u@j m s
U o i “MOVIE RATING GUIDE
;G Goneral andiences admitted.: 321 i
" PR Parental guldance suggested. All ageshdailited. .
It must akcompary
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$4.95

Wednesday 69 p.m. -
in our pub,
Metlculously prepared Amerlcen culsine. Choos
tions of fresh seafood getables, g
much more,

ALL YOU CAN EATI

'EASTERN SHORES BUFFET

e from selec.
salads, and

851.8880 » 6066 W, Maple Road * West Bloomfield

during lunch:

.New Sauces
New Spices
A New American
Nouvelle Menu'

Served Nighy from 5:30 p.m.
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SECRETARIES WEEK |
APRIL 23 thru 27

Indulge your loya! socretary to @ luxurious Kingsloy
lunch. We'll present carnations to the ladles every day

Secretaries Day

Wednesday, April 25, 12:30-2 p.m.
Informal modeling by

Chudiks of Birmingham

ley Inn

T
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'Wedding Band
Extravaganza
THREE BIG NIGHTS

30 DIFFERENT BANDS

Why Pay The High Agency Prices? M
Deal Direct With The Bands! .

SAVE 15 - 20%

APRIL 24TH, 25TH, & 26TH 1

Doors Open At 5:00 P.M,
" At the BeautlfuL" New!

Penna’s Of Sterling
38400 Van Dyke
Admission $3.00 At The Door
$6.00 For A 3 Day Pass

Presented By
Par Video Productions, Inc. “J
372-0517.. .. ]
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JOIN US FOR
BUNDAY

AT THE RAMADA HOTEL
ABCRUMETIOU

An [nternational tesitval In an
All-America C|
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