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By Jim Hughes .
staft writer

HERE'S STILL some 150
games left on the Major
League Bascball schedule;
80 IU's much.too early to
talk about the playoffs. But If Detrolt
and Oakland bang on to thelr leads in
the East and Weat divisions,
tively, there will bo a blg homocon-
Ing cclebration for A's plicher Steve
McCatty,

“Itd bo great,” McCatty sald from
bls room at the Sheraton Hotel in Bos-
ton. “Then I could stay In my Roches-
ter home Instead of the Pontchartrain
downtown,” .

Means that much to you, eh Steve?
Actually, you can expect & response
ke that from the “Cat.” :

McCatty, a Troy High School grad-
uate, i3 great with the one-lners, and
he's also pretty decent between the

ries with the Red Sox, McCatty, who
was scheduled to plteh yesterday, had
@ 2-0 record and a 3.10 carned run
average for the divisioa-leading A's.

IN REALITY, a Detrolt' va. Qak-
lend American League playoff series
would mean more for McCatty than
aleeping In his own bed.

“It would be really exciting” he
sald. "My mom and ded would be torn
between the two, I'd be fired up o
have something like that. Sure, It's 2
long way off, but it'a not unreal for
that to happen. There's a good chance
forlt.

“We're o real good team. Peopls
tend to say, Yeah, they're a good
team, but they're not legitimato con-
tenders.” But we are that. We arc ls-
gitlmate.*

Like the reat of the baseball follow-
crs, McCatty is Impresacd with the
Detroit Tigers' nins stralght wins to
open the season. He says it's Import-
ant to atart strong in the tough East
Division, but he’s not willlng to eraso

lajor Leagues:
A’'s MicCatty
Is a survivor

fast start with his 2-0 record. Prior to

the Boston series, he-had three starts,

and the A's were winners in each of

those -games. That's something the

former Cy Young runnerup hopes will
t

constan|

“I'd like ts to win every game I
pltch [n,” sald McCatty, who, going
into the 1984 scason, has a career
record of 5145 with a 3.69 ERA.
“That's not to say I win every geme,
all T want s the tcam to win' 8o far,
we have. If 1 start 35 games and we
win 35, by rights, I should get half (of
the wins).”

In flve full seasons with Oakland,
McCatty never has been a 20-game
winner. His best chance for the magic
number would have been during the
strike-shortenced 1981 season when he
posted a 14-7 record and finlshed sec-
ond to Milwaukee Brewer rolief
plicher Rollie Fingers in the Cy
Young voting. |

It McCatty gets half of those 35
wina he talks abont, It w1k be his best
season In terms of pitching victortes,
But one thing is for sure: He wanta to
batho aca of the staff,

“Sure I would,” sald McCatty, who
Ia part of a four-man rotation with
Lary Sorenson, Mike Warren Tim
Conroy. “The only thing is I've boen
wild. F've been wild a lot at times, My
arm feels good, but the unfortunate
thing 15 I throw too many pitches.

" I go seven or ejght nnings, T
should get a lot of wins. I've been
around the league, and I know the
guys. Some pitchers are sankebit.
Th lose games, 2-1, More often
than not, I'll win, 5-3, and 4-2. 've gat
a little luck golng my way,

“I WANT TO be the stopper. If we
-losa & few, I want to be the guy they
give thaball to.” !

McCatty has yet to ace the scventh
innlng in his first three starts, His
wing were 14-2 agalnst Boston and -1
against Seattle, Ho nearly had a win
against Californin, but was out of the
game when the Angels tied i, 1-1.
Oakland

g world
from the pleture, despite the Orioles
borrendous start.

“Detroit’s a real good team. That
{strong start) Is something they need.
I you go .500 early in the East, il'a so
much barder to make up. But most of
the teams are good encugh where
they wou't go through many long los-
Ing spells.

“Baltimore never starts strong,”
MeCatty added. “They play good
baseball, around the All-Star b

that’s always been there style, I don’t
think they’ll change that much in ono
year becauso they're the same ball-
club, It's stil] early.”

‘THESEASON STILL {1 In its {nfant
°| stage, but McCatiy alresdy I3 off to a

ly posted @ 2-1 vie-

Although McCatty Is confldent in
his ability, it's difflcult for him to pin-
"polnt a reason for his early success,

“It's hard to say, Wo've been scor-

* ing runs while I've been pliching, and

I've been keeplng It close. And, we've
been getting good belp from the
bullpen, That's basically why we've
had the good start.

*1 fecl 25 long as I keep It close, we
have a to win, and that's what
coupts” .

Just In case the dream  serles
doesn't pan out, McCatty and the A's
will be In town for a weekend series
with tho Tigers May 18-20, Then
]agdnin, It could be an Interesting pre-

Il

Btevo McCatly, o native of Troy,
Others hava not been as fortunate.

FILE PHOTO

has mado hin mark in tho major laaguos with the Oakland A'a.

Coilege‘: Where dreém begins

By C.J. Risak
staff writor

Lockiog back a year, BIl! Hanls can
sum up his freshman baseball season
at Michigan State as some good news,
eome bad. .

First the good: Hanls discovered
the transition to college ball wasn't
really that diffleult.

“It wasn't that big a jump,” sald
the former All-State catcher from

Plymouth Canton. “The biggest ad-
{:lme.nt came duricg our apring
o

After Hanis got hla first taste of
collegiate baseball in MSU's trip
south Inst year, ke got golng quickly.
He caught 36 games for the Spartans
and batted over ,300 untl] a late-ea-
son slump dropped him to 263 for the
year, Stil, he scored 19 runs and hit
two homers, collecting 13 RBIs,

Now for the bad news. Michigan
State dropped 32 games, which is
about 24 moro defeats than Hanls ex-
perlenced In his two seasons at
Canton.

““We lost 32 games last seasoq and
T'm not used to that,” ha admltted,

MSU- FIGURES to be much im-

Dreams

i die hard |

in minor
leagues

By Rich Swonson
s1aff wrltor

Former Blrmingbam Seaholm | :

baseball star Jerry Keller still has hls
mlndmonmaklngltwthehlg
leagues.

The 28.year-old power-hitting -
catcher slgned a miner league cog
tract to play this scason with
Syracuse (AAA) of the International |
League, with bopes that the parent
club — the Toronto Blue Joys — can |
use hls offenslve clout later thls sea-

o0,

He's spent seven years laboring tn
the minors, but to Keller, it's been
well worth the effort. -

“I do’t know what my chances aro
of making It to the major leagucs,” he
sald, “It's a malter of belng in the
righi pince at the right time,

“But I'l} take my chances. Pve al
‘ways cnjoyed baseball — it's some-
thing I've always dons. I'lf take It one
day at a time,

WITH IMPRESSIVE back-to-back
seasons at Portland (Paclfic Coast
Leaguc} and Richmond (International
League), Keller h2s improved his
prospects.

The mammoth six-foot-four, 240 . : .

pounder belted 28 homo runs in each
of tho lnst two scasons, leading Port-
land to the championship last year.
The Beavers finished sccond to Tide-
-water. -~ . e
In each of the last five seasons, the
right-handed slugger has hit between
25-30 homers, Including two home run
titles. But he ean also hit for average.
Last year, Keller flnlshed with 2 ro-
spectable 285 averago and has stayed
around the .275 mark throughout his
career, He also Increased his marke-
‘I:billly by dolng a superb job catch-
2. .

“I've never done a whole lot of
eatching,” ba sald. “Bul last season,
thought I did a good job.”

AS A RECEIVEngeHar'l

B[yncue officials plan to use him'

at first, catcher or ted hitter
mm.mwmmmm_
In the game,

*1 doo’t care how they use e as’
long 83 I'm In the Lineop,” ho sald,

Plaasa tum to Page 2

Please tum to Pags 2
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Easter exod

0 YOU WANT to be a high-school
baseball coach, do you? Or a
high-school track coach?

d Before you apply, consider
20mo of thesa horror stories,

for varsity players — the gems was

played on the Monday of the week prior  varsity players, Coaches and_ athletic

to Baster broak. are frantically trylng to res.
® Three key players on a ranked . . matches or games (o

area soccer team decided to take a trip avoid forfelts. Good tearns are losing to

o Florida despite the fact that thelr . mm-beammmmm.m-

team was (o play its arch rival ~ thls, are in Floride Coscbes and par-

100, kappened a weck prior to ths East- * onts are ot odds. It's getting ugly.,

&r vacation, . -~ The sad thing abont it all is, these
© Ons area coach — * games ard sched: during the woek

Chuck Dobols — quit when the school's to the vacation. The kids

tion wouldo'

ol it woul ceter i bt
of Florida trips. )

 yCQACNG Malaciet ot 1

deal with tnetable

us: Where th

| Chris

McCosky

ools, hut that's still not
ts need to
mmwzu;ﬂldoamtuyto

judgments? There's not much e’
MT: of a teacher can do.” -

The Mi

sponsibllity and commitment — |
what's going to stop that kd

shrugging off responsiblities la
life? -

always happen.

hmm 3bs¢m:rhm:l M‘? try not
schedale anything daring the regular

Easter break. This causes probletns be-

e jocks are |

it Hol know If they don't. Ho rums

time trials the day they retars. i
Ouo team that never has a problem
the Easter exodus Is Pfymwﬁl
{on baseball, . . .
“We don't bave any rules,” sald coach
Fred Crissey. “Legally, you can't tell a
kid he can or cannot go. It's a clvil:
rights thin
that, ooe,
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