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Allen Zieger desewes Eo be remembered

I'VE MET only one explorer — and he
died a few weeks back. I know I'll nevcr
mect another.

He'll be missed, this adventurer. Hc'll
be missed by his friends and his associ-
ates, for sure. But even more, he'll he
missed by persons who didn't even know
he existed. And that's the way he wanted it
— to make his contribution and pass on
the torch with barely a notice. He was just
that kind of person.

But I'm gelng to use the editor’s pero-
gative and tell about this very incredible
person who helped thousands of people in
his three-quarters of a century and asked
for little fn return — except for those to
whom he left his legacy to carry on the
work that needs to be done.

His record leaves us with a heavy bur-
den. In both human and technical terms he
accomplished much. 1t will take many of
us to match a smatl portion of his accom-
plishments. He deserves to be remem-
bered.

ALLEN Zieger wasn't the traditional
explorer — a seafarer or mountain climb-
er. Neither was he a great sportsman or
athlete. Rather, he was of a nobler and
gentler breed.

He was a physiclan — a healer and an
Innovator, He was the kind of physician
we wish they all would be. He cared —
prabably cared more than any person I've
ever met.

He cared enough te be an osteopath
when the big money was on the medical

fight for medlcal innovatfons that the
more-established medical doetors were
slow to embrace,

He cared enough to dedicate himself to
hospltal adminlstration when all the other
young physiciang were establishing lucra-
tive private practices.

Through the years he founded two hos-
pitals, Zieger Osteopathle in Detrolt and
Botsford General in Farmington Hiils.

That's not to say that he was unsuccess-
ful. He was exiremely successful, But
through the years, he sacrificed. He never

made as much money as he could have. -

And he probably didn't live as long as he
might have. He worked too hard — most
of the time for the benefit of others.

In typical Zieger fashion, Allen went

‘quletly about hls business as physician,

surgeon and administrator, showing the
rest of the medical world how it was done
— always with the patient and the young
doctor in mind, He always had the young
in mind.

HIS hespitals have acted as launching
pads for hundreds of interns and residents
through the decades. Many young doctors
bave competed to train.at his hospitals
rather than to go somewhere elsc. And he
loved to move among them, listening to
thelr hopes and dreams.

I came to know Allen in 1975 when he
donuted a stutue to Farmington Hllls 1
was 29 years old. He was 65,

The statue, which stands today in !ronl
of the 12 Mile library, raised a stir among
some of the more prim and proper, The

It is a beautiful plece of art and Allen,
in what I was to learn was his inccmpnr-
able first-class style, wanted to share it
with the community,

“I have owned and enjoyed it, and I now
{feel it is time to share its beauty." he safd
at the time.

He gave it away, just like that,

He was shocked to learn that anyone
would object to a piece of art. We talked
about that a lot. He was genuinely upset.
He loved art.

Our conversatlons grew more frequent.
And although I was talking with a man
who was 36 years my senlor, I felt very
much at ease,

I'ean see him now, small clgar firmly in
hand, quietly talking about his dreams.
Allen didn’t have to smoke big clgars, if
you know what 1 mean, And he always
talked quietly — not meekly, mind you,
just a firm type of quiet.

He was at an age when most people are
calling it quits on their career dreams and
heading for some faraway hideaway in the
sun. But after talking with Allen, it was

- Allen Zioger
on his mind.

HERE WAS a man who was a ploneer
in osteopathle medicine, bullt two hospl-
tals and actively served on several boards
and assoclations. And he was planning for
more.

One of his ambltions was to see a hos-
plee built in Michigan. Hospice, popular in
Eutope for centuries, embraces the phi-
losophy of caring for the terminally ill so
they and thelr familles can spend their fi-
nal days In kappiness and comfort.

For years, the philosophy has been the

center of controversy in the American

-

But like everyt.hlng else, he saw the
controversy through, coolly and quietly,
always in gentlemanly fashion.

‘When I met Allen, hosplce was a dream,
Today, it s a reality. Hundreds of patients-
and their families have benefited from
hospice — seen a bad situation, the death’
of a loved one, transformed intoa positive
finale to life. Probably none of them real-
ize that it was Allen Zieger who was_in'
large part responsible.

In recent years, I contemplated thank-
ing Allen for all that be had done for me
— not just for asking me to serve on the;
hospital board and paving the way for me
to serve on the hospice board,

But more importantly, I wanted to:
thank him for teaching this roughhewn:
street kid how to remain cool In the face:
of ndverslty and a gentleman in both suc-
cess and the occasional setbacks we nll
have in our lves,

One day, just a little while back, as wer
returned from a meeting, I saw the oppor-
tunity. For a moment he just stood und
looked and sald nothing. Obviously em-.
barrassed from the gratitude just heaped:
on him, he didn’t know what to say.

Others in his position of power might.
have given me a condescending verbal tap:
on the head. With great plety he slmply
sad, “That's all right.”

At the time, I felt embarrassed for put-*
ting him on the spot. But today — well,
today I'm just so glad I sald thanks to the’
pioneer and explorer who showed the!
courage to be kind and to belp so many,

doctors, Then he worked like the devil to  statue, a female, is nude. obvious that rotirement was the last thing medlcal community. people during his lifetime,
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LET'S HAVE fun with numbers,

. are women, but women are involved in
100 percent of the divorces.

Perfectly true, of course. But if you
are 8 woman, your hackles probably rose
a little, and you read it as a put-down of
women, That's because there was a little
trick involved.

Let’s try this one: There are four driv-

last year all four were Involved in colli-
sfons. The 18-year-old driver. collided
with a 28-year-old driver, and the $8-
year-old driver collided with the 48-year-
old driver,

True or false: One-fourth of the drivers
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are 18-year-olds, but 18-year-olds are
\ involved in half the aceldents.

PERFECTLY TRUE, again. And again
there are the same little tricka,

It takes two cars to make a two-car
collision, but the questlon concentrates on

only one of the drivers. And if you drop.
casual

True or {alse: Half the married people,

ers in the hamlet of Commmunityville, and

Cre'we use
of traffic stats
can mislead

when his damaged car Is towed away. -
Making out his report, the police officer

checks a little box near the name of the

um drlver wm::h says “had been drink-

A Michlgln Stdte Police computer geu
the report and records a little blip at the
“had been drinking" box. In the statistical
scorecard for the year, that accident will
be r:c;rded as one where “alcohol was in-
volved."

ON WITH OUR little numbers game:
The Community County Sheriff's Depart-.
ment announces it will patrol intensively

roads where many drunk driving
arrests bave been recorded, and patrols
will be deployed at the hours when mos&
arrests have been made in the past.

The following year, the Cornmuully
County Sheriff's Depariment announces

:

- arrests for drunk driving have doubled..

We all are supposed to jump.to the con-.
clusion lhal drunk driving is on the in-,
crease.

that statement in
many listeners will jump to the conclusion
tbat “involved" ia the same as “to blame,”

' Despite the neutral wording, they twill

understand you to say that women are to .

blame for the divorces, and 18-year-olds
nr~ to blame for the collisions.

. Let’s try another fun game: In Commu-
nltyvillu lnst night, a drunk driver was

The evid npports no auch conclu-
slon, of course. There is no evidence drunk’
driving is up.' Indeed, we don’t even know °
whether the number of . convictions if
up. All we know Is that more enlomment
bhaaled to more arrests.

But that {s how our tralfic statistics nrq

reted,

.~ recorded, rcpoued and mialn

The casual listener equates “Involved
‘with “to blame" and assoclates “arvests”
with “inct * and "

acddentu last night.

mlNow You are mu@f  prety al alen"
beginninx cal
llstenuwﬂlhmonly!bo“-

“mecond sentence in that. game and” will

ver, .
nlcoholwulnvolvedlnlOOpumtoMke‘ Lo

: disco ver Mlchlgan
by y BII’ Stock wel/




