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Playoff expansion:
What’s the holdup?

[T HE FUTURE OF the high achool foatball
3 playoifs bangy In tho balance as the
= Michizun Bish 82koo] Athictie
Assoclation's Represestative Council
convenes Sunday, B

Befare thix council [s a propoaal to expand the
football playoffs from the current $3-team format
to an 128-team format,

It's about time.

‘The current playoff format in the state of
Mlchigan s blatastly unfair, Every year slnco ita
1 1n 1978, the currcat format has left many
deserving football teams out of contention for a
stato champlonshlp. .

The Michigan High School Football Coaches
Assoclation has been complaining about the 32-
team format since . , . well, aince 1975, Finally,
nine years later, the MHSAA 15 taking the time and
effort to listen to these complalnts,

MOPE IMPORTANTLY, Vern Norrls, the
MHSAA's executive director, and his crew appear
m:dynndwilung!omumalnthemrqen\
format.

But, the MHSAA L1 & alow-moving policy maker,
1t took them nine years to sco the obvions Inequitics
of the current format, Let's bopo It doesn't take
another aine years for them to implement changes,

Already thero is evidence of foot-dragging on the
part of thé MHSAA.

The coaches azsoclotion took on the challenge of
improving thelr playoff system in 1981, They
appuinted jihncn High Sehool coach Jim Abern to
head a research team to stody the altuation and
produce an alternative playolf plan which the
] azsoclation conld propose to the MHSAA.

-} After two years of collecting data from across

:[ the natlon, Ahern presented bl alternative plan:

-j expand the playoffs to inclade 128 teams (32 in

-] cach class) and expand the playotfa from three to
-pilve games.

.3 The plan, which was entitled the "Ahetn Flan®,

:| also dotatled how the teams would be selected and
how the additional playoft dates would be
scheduled.

:§ 'Thoss elements, expressed in far more dotall,
- - | were put before the MHSAA's Playoff Committee
on Jan. 30. The playoff committes, nccordlag to
Anistant Director Lonnle Lowery,
nc.ccpwd only one part of tho Abern Plan.

in S’craft tournament

The Farmington Hills Our Lady of
Mercy soccer team had the misfortune
of drawing Livonia .Churchill in the
flrst round of the Schoolcraft Commu-
nity College Invitational tournament
last Friday.

Churchill, ranked No. 2 In the state
by the coaches poll and No. 3 In Ob-
serverland, eventually won the 16-team
tourney by defeating Troy Atkens 1-0

Dudek’s goal off a penalty *

on
kick with two minutes left in the cham-
plonship match Saturday, .

To get to that point, Churehill had to

survive a tough. first-round match
“agalnat upstart Mercy, The Chargers
beld on to defeat Mercy 2-0.

The Mnrung, & flrst-year team, ap-
plled strong pressure on the Charger
net but wmissed on several good scoring
chances in the first half. Ch
scored one time In the flrst half and
another In the second to seeure the vie
tory. )

THE QPENING round loss meant
that the very best Mercy could place
waa elghth — and that's exactly whero
they finished. The Marlins rallied to

win their final three matches [n the .

tournsy's consolation bracket.

‘The firet win made history, The firat
soccer victory in the school's history
camo at the expense of a good Garden

City team, 3-1. Amy DeMattia, Annette.

Rugglero and Laura Bouchard sco:
the Mercy goals. .
“We got outstanding play all .day
from our fullbacks,” sald Mercy coach
Gene Fogel. He was talking specifical-

ly about Jenny Horst, Banu Rengara-
Jan, and Elaine Montampeay.

Fogel alio praised the efforts of
goalle Rathy Rush who allowed Just
three goals In the four tournzment
matches.

Mercy, behind two goals by Ruggl-
ero, beat Saginaw Elsenh

munwmmmmm

The Marllns closed out its tourpa- - 8

ment with a thrilling 1-9, four over{ime
win agelnsi Brighton. Amy Stock’
kicked bome the game-winner.

Strango thing: Livonla Ladywood,
with & 1-3 record, finished ahead of
Mercy in the overall towrnament stand-
ings. Why? Because Ladywood won fts
first-round match,

THE MARLINS galoed another mife-
stone on Monday, They won their first
Cau:oucw wl,g:xno‘m:ut:h, defeating
Harper Rey 32,

Rugglero, who's been on o -s001-
Ing tear, tallled twice more to paco the *
Marline. Mary Duvall added Mercy's

. third score,

Goalle Betsy Eada mado some spec-
tacular ravex to squaleh Resine’s sas-
ond-half rally, Mercy led -1 after tho
first balf, but Regina scored quickly in
the second half and kept the pressure
on. But, they couldn't get the equalizer
past Eads, :

‘Tho Marlins are now 4-2 overall this
2e230m, 1-1 In Catbolic League pllx!.

The Marllny take on rival
l[.:dy'mod today at Schodleraft Col-

ege. .

Rocks and Falcons '

fight wind

WE REQ( to the

Repr
Councll that thoy expand the playoffs to 128
teams,” Lowery, a member of the playoff
commlttee, sald. “Wo dld not make a
recommendation on how the 128 teams would be
selected or on when the add(tional playoif games
would be played.”

50 on Sunday (May 8), the Representative Councl]
wlllbe only ono kssue — whether or not
to expand the playoffs to 128 teams.

Laowery sald that the council could do one of four
things: approve the proposal, refect the proposal,
postpons a decislon (o allos further study or ask
for input from the high schools,

1f the proposal ks approved, then the council will
| declde how to select tho 128 teams and when to
play (he additional playof! games. .
The fact that the MHSAA 1a even considering an
expanded playol! format is a major breakthrough
~— something for which the MESAA should be

1 npplnduldoddﬂm.lt?’umunlnnaa{ume
to tackla the plece by plocs — especially
aince two years of research has alresdy beea
logged by the coackes association,

THE AHERN PLAN i3 basically a solid playoff
format, with ooe weakness. It is this weakneas that
may bave forced the playol! commlttes to accept

only ono aspect of it.

‘| . Toschedule the two additicnnl playoff games,
the Ahern Plan da:ned !or‘mmh lll.n ;;}Aav. mmmd be
games in elght daye. Tha first playo; o w

the Tuesday or Wedg«sd.nym.erm flnal
regular season game. The second playoff game the

The concern, obviously, la whether the athletes
can withstand that type of physical stratn and If
Imdanmmﬂd&umowpmptmtnphyml

.. [game of that magul|
*] 1t1sarisky proposition, to be sure,
Hero Iy an alternative that works:
Instend of the throe-game-In-eight. ¢,
conld play an elght-game @ and leava
[oF e iy sk o paged e e e
of "
Fare.nmph.ml: ggestion was in effoct for the
1984

; jto acheddle & non-lcagos gamo to fill the opey date.
N rumwoudmvumxyqu_ﬂmt_hmm
woek of th: # wero In ¢ a for
(ko playotfs and athleiie directors would kave *
plﬂwmmm&m“w&wt .
i te, . g
‘“'Perhapa this talk is nture. It pooes natoral
discusy mpﬂummwdun
i three steps,
it Lo - ) .

The flrst thing hat must b done fa for (be -
Rerescatativa Council to approve the 3 of
{fthe playoff Jormat to 138 tonras this 3
Qe done, we can oaly hopo that the

80cCer coach
tram ksn't quite sure bow to accept ft,
but his team battled formerly No. 4-
ranked Plymouth Salem toa 0-0 tlolna
wind-swept affalr Monday.
“The wind was such a big factor, 1
really don't know what to say,” said the

coach.

The hurricano-force winds that
caused much destruction and even
death throughout the state Monday
made a travesty out of the soccer

uﬁ"‘ layed thi That'a about
‘e pl ¢ game. ‘a aboul
i Bartram added.

you can say,”
Neither team could sustaln much of
an attack though beld o 34-12
odge in shoto. The ball was often blown
out of bounds. As Bartram zaid, It wos

- ’ L]

in 0-0 tie

rostly a game of afde kicks.
PAM FAULENER played a strong

Annette Rugpicro knoes tho ball paat an
Eissnhowoer dofendar Baturday In Morcy's
4-0 win. Rugglare had two geals In tho

match, threo in (ho
played at tho 8choolcraft Invilational,

four games {dercy

game [n the pots for
ing scveral game-saving stops.
Sweeper Sue Bartram gave Faclkner a
big belp with a stalwart defensive ef-
fort. Leading the charge in the Falcon
altacking zone was Jeanifer Cunnlng-
bam.

*1 thought Salem pretty much doml-
nated the flrst half, but we played them
preity equal in the second half, I'm
surprisod by the shota on geal margin. I
thought they’d be closer than that*
Bartram sald. .

The Falcons are 2-5-1 overall this
£cas0n, 0-5-1 {n the Western Lakes. Ba-

13 5-2-1, 3-0-1 in the league,
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maturity. :

CATS represent ownership of interest and principal payments of United
States Treasury notes or bands, which are direct AAA obligations of the United
States of America. Since thers is no need o reinvest interest payments, CATS

yield-to-maturity is guaranteed.

WHAT CATS CAN DO FOR YOU
Amountot, Amount Yiold t
lnmno%( gy_ﬂm“d - Mlﬂ.rlloy_ .

$4725.  1590-510,000 1.5%
$3000 1994:310,000 = 11.7% .
$1020)  2004-S10000 . 114%

maturities of from one to twe
_shown are subject to change.

For more information oh CATS, contacta Kidd

representative today. **
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it in
 quality. -

CATS (Certificates of Accrual on Treasury Securities) r‘nu'ltiply your money atan
assured rate. You know today what your investment will be worth at the time of

" Prices, of coursa, will depend -
_level of interest rates. - L

Usa Your [RAtg invest in CATS, CATS sre particularly
Pension Plans and other tax-deferred investments,

CATS are available in $1,000 maturityinits and usually in
nty years. The prices and yield

En ' - ;
10 years.

Liquidity There is an active
secondary market for CATS, so
you can sell before maturity,
without penalty, if you wish,

largely on the then prevailing” -

forIRAs




