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Mike Cupplos hss gunned down many

an opponent with a strong throwing arm
and a potont bat.

colfege sports

U-D honor roli
of top athletes
lists local stars

.
Some colleges recrult athletes from all 50 states,
Others are more conflned, but if a school I2 golng

to compete oo the NCAA Divislon I icvel, It better

be prepared to do some traveling,

Teal’s the general beliel, anyway. Bul University
of Detrolt has bucked that-trend and succeeded,
That was evident when the school held its annual
All-Sports Awards and Hall of Fame Induction din-
ner last month.

In addition to inducting golfer Tom Watrous,
baseball player Brakle Orr, basketball's Dorie Mut-
rey and football’s John Conts, Howard Kenting and
Bud Payne into the school's Hall of Fame, 29 cu-
rent U-D student athletes recelved awards. And
seven of those were from the Observer & Eccentrie
coverage aren,

Here's a list of those local student athletes hon-
ored at the dinner, held at the Gourmet House En St.
Clalr Shores Apri? 16,

Dan Horvatk, DeLodder Award: Horvath, a sen-
{or from Livonin and a Stevenson grad, earned the .
DeLodder Award for the third time as the tennis
team's Most Valuable Performer.

Horvath bas 41 mateh wins In his carcer, Includ-
Ing 12 In & season twice, and was U-D's top slngles
and doubles player for three seasons.

Tom Miner, President’s Award: Miner excells In
the field for the baseball Titans, but he woo the
President’s Award for using hls head. The annval
hopor s presented to senlor athlele who has at.
talned academic excellence throtghoot his collegi-
ale career, . y

Miner, a Garden City West grad, batted 278 last

as a junfor and 343 a3 a sophomore, He made

year
Just flve etvors last year in winning the Nolan Gold- *

en Glove Award.

Jobn Minnich, Leo DiMainbro Award: ' This
award goes to the student-athleta who best typlfies
the *U-D man" Mianich,

ship and love of alma mater,

Minnich stands 57th on the U-D
with an 8280 stroke average,
Brother Rice grad, he was U-I’s low scorer 11
times in his flrst three seasons.

Jolm Maller, Most Outstandlog Rifleman: A
sophomore from West Bloomfleld, Muller clalmed
the award for displaying the best form and marks-
manship. A team captaln, Maller earned Lake Erle
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all-time golt lJ.at
A

West Bloomfield grad, Maller also Jed U-D to
Most Improved bonors In the conference. - -

Dsa Ryan, Dominick Taddenlo Award 234 Fr.
Nesbert Haetter, 8.3, Award: Ryan earned & pair of
awands at tha banquet, tho  for tha spirt ke
provided tha U-D cross cotntry team, ‘and the soc-
mnm{ outstanding stndent-athiets representing
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tiona),

outstanding petfortnances on
door track team, tying the team standard It the two
. milerunof 9:3600. , - ° [P
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" Ksrea Foster, Bost Outrtanding Women's

ball Player: Tho sophomore - den;
earned the award for ihe 1983 oezson ok
mammngm bu!lmfﬁ.t‘hc.

tayed I all 17 games and made
?m%ﬂh!dmgnm e

Greg Wonds, Ded Bitiee Traiuleg Awird This .
:ﬁum 1 the student athlete

£ ist soeean, Wesds DA
& ne=t scean, 2 willjavo two yeas

By CJ. Risak
Blaii wriior

Most college baseball scouts had Mike Cup-
ples figured the same way: too small (5-foot-
11, 185) and not enough power for a catcher,

Phil Regan, the former Detroit Tiger who
was coaching at Grand Valley Stato College,
thought'dltferently.

“They were out of calchers and he sald I'd
play a lot,"” recalled Cupples, a Rochester
Adams graduate now in his junfor year at
Grand Valley. “No one else really recrulted

v

So Cupples carolled at Grand Valley,

HE HAS DONE more than just start, how-

ever,

““We'd be burting without him, deflnltely,”
sald Grand Valley coach Doug Wabeke, who
took over for Regan thia scason and has guld-
ed the team to a 24-10 mark. “He's our No. 3
hitter, our No. 1 catcher and our teadlng RBI

man,

“He's only caught college-level pltching,
but he's deflnitely a pro prospect. The enly
things be lacks are a littla power and some
speed.” .

Lats of college coaches would quickly grab
Cupples even with those “shortcomings” af-
ter viewing hls contributions; 31 hits In 90 at-

‘Average’ hitter laces league foes

plate, he has committed just three errors.

It's not as if Cupples has recently blos-
somed. As a sophomoro he batted 364 with
three homers and 31 RBL in his freshman
season he hit 333,

“I'm not a power hitter,” sald Cupples. "I
hit for average, but I do get a few homers.”

THE STATISTIC that pleases Cupples
most i3 hls strikcout ratio, He haa fanned only
twloe this season.

Cupples” ability caught the eye of several
Ppro scouts last summer, when he was the reg-
ular cateher for the Grand Raplds Sullivan
team that won the Natlona! Baseball Con-

a3

Whalle Cupples may lack some aire and
speed — “I'm pretty quick but. I'm no L
Whittaker," the catcher sald — he ls blessed
with a finc throwing arm, as runners kn
the Great Lakes Intercolleglate Athletlc Con.
ference (GLIAC) fiave dlscovercd. S

“I'get rid of the ball pretty qulck,” Cupple
sald. “Not toa many people stel on me.” -

HIS ABILITY has helped Grand Valley toa
GLIAC-leading 9-3 mark, 2% games ahead of
Wayne State (6-3). Grand Valley plays back.
to-back double-beaders agalnst league rivals
Hlllsdale (4.9 In the league) Friday amd
Wayne State Saturday. Both arc on the road

where he has been a starter — at catcher —
ever slnce. .

Bats for a .344 average, five doubles, one

gress Tournament championshlp tn Kansas
triple, five homers and 23 RBI. Behind the )

and are the final four games of the confer-
City. :

ence schedule. .
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ALL DECKED OUT WITH
PRESERVATIVE PRESSURE

TREATED LUMBER

SINGLE HANDED
KITCHEN FAUCET
® WASHERLESS

©10 YEAR LIMITED ‘ g
SINGLE-HANDLE @ WASHERLESS . =
LAVATORY @ 10 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY

FAUCET WARRANTY l'aY e Yi)

; ®COLONIAL CROSSBUCK OR sl 2 | I
TRADITIONAL PANEL

®STRONGER AND THICKER THAN
ALUMINUM DOORS

® SELF STORING WINDOW AND
SCREEN ©32" OR 36"

169:.-179:.

Certainleed &

12'X12' DECK ONLY

4,500 :“

INCLUDES: PRESSURE TREATED POSTS,
JOISTS, BEAMS, AND 5/4X6 DECK
BOARDS AND NAILS

-UNBEATABLE
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BEST.PRICE IN TOWN .
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LOWER PRICE ror » GRADE SHINGLES]
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PAINT - SAVE ?.00
SATIN TONE FLAT LATEX
WALL PAINT

®scrub brush tough
@one coat coverage
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ENAMEL e wipe clean beauty
@ for walls & trim REG.$19.99
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